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PREFACE. 



The outlines of the following sheets were drawn 
up several years ago^ solely for my own amusement^ 
not in the least anticipating their appearance before 
the public eye. I made notes of several of the par- 
ticulars contained in this Narrative when I was in the 
Peninsula^ especially wbik ftt FreynlEula j the greater 
part, however, were written immediately after my re- 
turn to England. In this state they continued xMAl 
tbe year 1825, when^ having much leisure time, J 
thoroughly revised the whole of what Fhad jnevious- 
ly written, and gave it what I conceived to be a more 
connected form of arrangement, beginning with my 
departure from home, and ending with my return to 
Louth subsequent to my discharge. After I bad 
written about one hundred folio pages, I showed them 
to some of my friends, who strongly advised me to 
publish my Narrative, promising ioae very liberal sup- 
port. Induced by these persuasions, I at length con- 
sented, and began to prepare for presenting to the 
public my little work. 

That the Narrative may be more acceptable to 
readers in general, I have divided the whole into 
chapters, and also given an introductory and a con- 
cluding chapter, which will introduce before the rea- 
der the rise and termiuation of the Peninsular war. 
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IV 

My own NuratiTe will give the intermediate part. I 
have copfined myself principally to facts which for 
the most part came under my own immediate notice 3 
for those which did not^ especially in the introduc- 
tory and condnding chapters, I am indebted to 
Baines's ''History of die War/' and Gifford's ''Life 
ofWelHngton." 

I now present my pecfionnaoce to the candour of 
tha puMi^^ and beg kava to lyolo g ize for thoaintiud- 
iag myself upon their notice. I make no lofty pre* 
lensioasi I make m^ boast of having undergona move 
than other men, or of having performed any thing 
«Bte»ordinaryi nor kava I attempted to put fostk aoy 
tbii^ Ib the sh^R of elegant composition: I have 
ainply endeavoured CuthfoUy to give a plain unvar- 
nished tale ; and as no acooont of this nature-^viz* 
as to what generaUy happens to a common soldier m 
serving diiriiq^ a series of campaigna-^has aa yet ^ 
peared in thia pait of the country 5 moreover, as I 
conottve that any thii^ connected with the Peninsn- 
br war must be interesting to every Briton^ I res» 
pectfuUy hope that this Kttk production will not be 
altogether unacceptable to my readers. 

May laW. J. GBJBaEN. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Vast and important Were the events which ulti- 
mately led to the breaking ont of the Peninsular war. 
These events had thdr origin in the French revolu- 
tioBy the causes of whkh were vsiioos and palpable. 
Among these may be reckoned the writings of the 
F^rendi phihMiophers ) the intoletanoe and cupidity of 
the Romish clergy ; the oppressed and degraded con- 
dition of the people ; the liberties and prosperity of 
Eagland ; and^ in particular^ the republican principles 
>]«iport«d from Ammca by La Fayette and his follow- 
ers. Tbme and. other circumstances conspired to 
produce one of the most tremendous and terrible 
levdntions ever recorded in the pages of history^ 
which in its consequences set all Europe in a flame^ 
and inVolv^ it isi a war t^at raged for many years 
Willi great fievceness and animosity. 

It was daring this war that the celelmtted Napo- 
MBO^ fivoNAPABTti ^ud hls Way to power ; and so 
great was the indoence he gained^ and the terror he 
inspired^ that all Europe^ Great Britain excepted^ 
trembled at his nod^ and bowed beneath his feet. The 
'«oeces8 of the French arms under his direction^ and 
his rapid elcvHtion^ were truly astonishing. In the 
course of ten years ^m the commencement of his 
career^ (iu whieh period he had obtained the tick of 
First Con^^ ana aftefrwards those of Emperor oi 
France^ King of Italy> Protector of the Confederation 
of the Biiine^ with many oth^s^) his j^ower seemed 
ahnost unlimited. The only effectual stand against 
him was made by Great Britain. She continually 
. goadedMm; exposed and marred his ambitious^ views j. 
aad in the end accomplished his ruin. 

The nofrtfa of Europe being secured by the treaty of 
Tilsit^ and Booniqiarte having no other object on the 
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Conthdeiit worth his notice^ directed his attention .to* 
Spain and Portugal. The existence of the Bouriwns 
on the throne of Spain occasioned him much disquie- 
tude^ and he thought^ now was the time for deposing 
them^ and placing the crown on the head of one of 
his own family. To effect this purpose^ he took caie to 
procure the admission of thirty thousand men under 
Junot through Spain^ for the invasion of Portugal^ as 
well 80 of numerous other bodies within the Spanish 
territories^ under the specious pretence of keeping off. 
the incursions of the English^ and of reducing Gib-* 
raltar. Having obtained a footings he artfolly alhired 
the royal family of Spain to Ba3fonne ; where he for- 
ced the imbecile king to abdicate^ and the Prince of/ 
Asturias to renounce all pietennons to the crown of 
Spain. He afterwards sent them into confinement 5 
and dispatched his brother Joseph Buonaparte on th^ 
8th of July 1808, with a splendid retinue^ to take 
possession oi the vacant throne. The Spaniaxds, per-^ * 
ceiving their own folly at beii^ duped, smd exasper* 
ated at the perfidious conduct of the French^ flm to 
arms with the greatest alacrity. 

The first a&ir of any magnitude that took place 
between the contending parties, was at Baykn, ha. 
Andahisia, on the 20th ot July, 1808. Murat^ who 
was stationed at Madrid, had dispatched General I>n->^ 
pont with a body of troops to sdze upon Cadiz. This 
general had scarcely passed the Sierra Morena, when 
he found him^setf opposed by General Castanos at the 
head of a large army of Spaniards. A battle ensued f 
the French were defeated, and most of their army taken 
prisoners : Cadiz was by this fortunate result preserv-, 
ed. Buonaparte was so incensed at this failure, that 
he forthwith ordered Dupont to be shot; Joseph 
Bucmaparte, not deeming himself very safe at Madrid 
after this defeat, quitted it on the 1st pf August, tak- 
ing along with him a large booty, ob^ined by devas- 
tation and pillage. 

The Portuguese in the mean time had begun to be* 
stir themselves ; and a junta having been formed 
at Oporto, they had applied to England for assistance. 
Accordingly, a body of nine thousand men had saifed^ 
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6om G«ric, in IrdBiid, cmtbtt laOi of Jttly 18(W^^ 
silt the palriots^ Xhia body lanted en ^ ktft otf 
Aiqfiislv sir Menlego B»]r> » Fovtogil^ wlicre they 
m^eie jniiied hf saceoon nndnr Geaerak Sp^eoar^ 
AddaBd, mbA itioon, tin Whole anonnAiitg Id ebon* 
ihkty thoMODd men. The esmmand (tf ih6» lene 
vnm ctotniMad to Sitt. AfttHirti Wxiabbuiv, the pie* 
sent Defe oE WdUfii^ton. 

Sir Artihfiir had ao aooiier hmded, thao he he^aa to 
adnbtt tboie abilftkaand poirara of ndnd^ iviiidli af te^ 
waTdrT<«dcrid him ao ilfaatnoiis and ixaown^ 
aamlB of modem warfiure. Hating made dl n c etei afy 
{ipqiBni«iotit» he stot e«t Iroaa Opmrlo ontikeidAof 
August^ defeated General Laborde on the 17th at 
Koieia»aiid oa the 2Qih met Jwiot^ who had aeC ont 
fixMB Litbon'with hit whok foitee to oppoie him* A 
pHoheil bdltle wm fbnght at Vinuem between the 
hestik aiiodta. In liuftb^ttfe die Frendi tetinvedtti 
eaiij lenon^ aa to "wtailL hind of a'^voepdon they were 
MkJv to meet with fira|i the fingBsh. Btumapaite'a 
]MMMraar taetica^ which bn dft ether ooeedona had te*< 
ened the victory, were here tiied in wm I%t Bvi** 
taUk fokyert teols^ to their hayooete^ with whidh ihey 
Hie ahrayiiinreitstdile, and ^ enemy ied. Aldien^ 
tery snpenor in actiUiery and camdry tei the fingliiii, 
they imseTOated with the leas of famr tibionsaad aiea, 
besides twenly«one pieces of cannon^ and atooret of 
▼avioiK hituh : while the total loss of the Bagiiah in 
hilled^ wounded, and nassing^ only aoumnted to sewm 
hondced and twenty, Afte this victory^ Poitogal was 
cleaved df the eneiny : Sir Arthmr's pvesenee was ia«< 
qoimd in England, and Uie command of the army de« 
Tidaed upon Sir John Mooie. 

The Bpasianit having seiicited'tbe tad of the Sn** 
glish. Six John Moore was oidered to proceed to Spasa, 
maiidimg in the direction of Burgos. He set out 
fraaa Lisbon on the 3 Ist of October. On bis aniTal 
at Bahagtin, whither he had been led by the moat flat^ 
tenag assarances of the ^aaiards, he iouad the 
Spanish affidis in the most de^dorable oendition. Aii 
their annieawera disorganised and diraeieed^ and 
Baonaparte had arrived in person at Madrid with a 
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new levy of one hundred and siiUy thousand con- 
scripts, to complete the subjugation of Spain. ^Sir 
John Moore discovering his critical situation^ from 
the vicinity of so formidable an enemy^ immediately 
commenced a retreat. After having marched two 
hundred and fifty miles over a mountainous and bar- 
ren country, in the depth of winter, destitute of sup- 
plies, and pursued by a superior force under Soult, the 
British army arrived under the walls of Corunna, on 
the 1 1 th of January, 1 809. Here a battle was fought, 
in which Sir John Moore was killed. The worn-out 
Britons were victorious. By the 1 7th, the troops were 
all embarked on board of transports, and they sailed 
f<N* England. 

The Spanish Peninsula was now fast hastening to 
its fall, when fortunately about this time, a diversion 
was made on the part of Austria ^ and Buonaparte 
left Madrid, on the 22nd of January, 1809, to attendf 
to his afiahrs in Germany, leaving the cause of Spain 
to the guidance of his marsluls. The hostile pre- 
parations of Austria induced toe. British government 
to try the issue <tf another campaign. Sir Arthur 
Welledey was again sent out, aiid arrived on the 
22nd of April at Lisbon, where the joy at his arrival 
was beyond all bounds. The British army amounted 
at this time to about thirty-five thousand men. Sir 
Arthur on his landing was appointed marshai-general 
of the Pcntuguese troops ; and on his^ arrival at Coim- 
bra, took the command of the allied army. On the 
6th of May he reviewed his army, on the 7th set out 
for Oporto, to dislodge Soult, who had posted himself 
there. On the 12th the contest began, which ended 
in the defeat of the French. Soult retreated into 
Spain> and Sir Arthur returned to Lisbon to adopt 
measures for assisting the Spaniards. 

Sir Arthur was some time delayed at Lisbon 
through the petty jealousies of the Spanish Juntas. 
A plan of operations having been at length agreed 
upon with the Spanish general Cuesta; he ikt Lisbon, 
and led his army into Spaim On the 27th and 28th 
of June, a desperate action was fought with Marshal 
Victor at Talaverade la Reyna^ and notwithstand- 
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XI 

ing thei inactivity and cowardice of the Spaniards^ Sir 
Arthur remained master of the field. In this acttotf 
the etiemy were in point of numbers almost three ta 
one. The loss on poth sides was very severe : the 
British loss was five th<ousand three hundred and six- 
ty-seven in killed^ wounded^ and missing ) that of the 
enemy above ten thousand. IVenty pieces of cannon 
were taken. Sir Arthur Wellesley was' now created 
Lord Wellington. 

Notwithstanding the victory' gained at Talavera/ 
Lord Wellington, by reason of the supineness and in- 
activity of the Spaniards, and becisiuse Soult, Ney, and 
Mortier were' hastening by forced marches to rdieve 
Victor, found it necessary to retreat ; therefore, hav- 
ing ehided his adversaries by a rapid and masterly 
movement, he withdrew his ahny into Portugal, and 
extended it along the frontiers. Nearly every fortress 
in Spain now fell inio the hands of the enemy ^ the 
Spanish armies were broken and dissipated ; and the 
freneh having nothing to resist them in Spain, as- 
sembled a formidable army under Massena, who had 
particularly requested to be sent against Lord Wel- 
lington, for the reduction of Portugal. 

The campaign of 1810 opened with the taking of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and Almeida, by the French. Lord 
Wellington not deeming it prudent under existing 
circumstances to risk a general battle, retreated by the 
way of Coimbra to Torres Vedras near Lisbon, (where 
he had previously taken care to have lines so fortified 
as to be rendered impregnable,), destroying every thing 
likely to be of service to the enemy along his line of 
march. Massena followed in close pursuit, confident 
that the EngUsh were in full retreat to their ships. 
On his arrival at Alentqueer, he found himself miser- 
ably mistaken ; he perceived that he had been entire- 
ly outwitted, and that his army had been decoyed into 
a most perilous situation by the superior genius of the 
British commander. Disappointed and chagrined, he 
retired to Santarem ; and soon after, his army having 
undergone the greatest privations, he fled into Spain, 
pursued by Lord Wellington. 

By this time a considerable reinforcement had ar- 
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nvcd Aon A^ttA; «M Lord W«IKii8(w kM; ^ 

at Rwiitad'Onawoii tfae^dn^lfaf 1811^ ip^kA 
eomjJetedibeia>eiili»ii<fPo i >iiB Bl faw 
of tiie ErtadL Maaittrn vm flow veerile^ mid nw 
niocitdad in bit lemunBud bf Mainbld Mamoiil. 
iJiiiMda«odOUvrii^ <«»ere femfM^ C^«iidlUA- 
rigo it«8 Uockaded^ aadMarahil fiei!i«fo]:d ifw f«»ft 
to lay siege to Badajoz. A strenuous fsfevt ww ONidb 
brSvoktonisetkeeiege: inoonsequweefOf ibis»jan 
oMiuile bMb wm fct^ on iJie 16th «t AlbMni, 
inwhiekSoikwMdcicBted. Tbe kos «it both mAw 
is titts MtMMi WM iaHBBeiias : tb«l 'ot Ib9 Mm wm 
eigbt AflBiwiiid^ and tbat of ibe eiM»y )afoe .Aoofand 
moBu OnttlieSirdixf J!P]ie»Miif«K»ilbl!Oke|j^A«n 
iIk Tbqpts> to fim» • jimctieii wriOi S#uk. ImwA 
Wdliogtm oiieiid tiiem bstUb on tbe 17ll|» wm 
Bb as : IbH tbsy ^%dmeA, mi tetiftd kita Soum, 
kating lufi yuiMf tt proaeMite tbe mcge of Bad^ 
uanqkatud. In ihia iikge b^ mm locciqpied, 
dwreglneBtto wiii^ Ibdengedaoiiffidittr 
98 and joMoed the amiT* 
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VICISSITUDES OF A SOLDIER'S LIFE 

IN TIME OF WAR. 



CHAP. I. 

. I WAM born at Nottingham, on the 15tb of June, 
1790 ; but my parents were natives of Louth, in the 
^minty of Lincoln ^ to which place they returned 
when I was about six months old. My fiather died 
when I was four years of age. In 1803 I was put 
apprentice, by my grandfather, to Mr. Foggitt, over- 
' seer of Mn A. Eve's carpet manufactory. In May 
1806 I left Mr. Foggitt, at whose house I had had a 
very good home, but where I in vain tried to settle, 
having a disposition to wander, which left me no rest 
until it was gratified. I quitted Louth, not without 
regret, and, frequently looking back as I went along, 
arrived at length at a place on the Grimsby road 
whence I had the last sight of the noble spire of 
Louth church. Here, for a moment, my feelings 
overcame me, and I was constrained to weep, think- 
ing of the many dear objects which that sight brought 
to my recollection, and that I should never see it or 
them again. What, however, added to my grief, was, 
I bad not acquainted my grandfather witb my inten- 
tion to leave Louth, and, as my friends afterwards 
informed me that he was very much grieved at my 
conduct, I suflFered a great deal of uneasiness on that 
account. 
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On my arrival at Hull by dusk in the evening of 
the next day^ I went in quest of lodgings at a public 
house^ where I was told I was a runaway apprentice^ 
and that they would not harbour me. This repulse 
had such an effect upon my mind^ that I dared not 
enquire any where else^ but wandered from one place 
to another till I found a new-built house^ into which 
I crept for shelter^ and laying all night in one of the 
cupboards^ with my bundle for my pillow^ slept sound- 
ly until day-light. About five o'clock I arose^ and be- 
took myself to the new dock^ where I lounged about 
a great part of the mornings in hopes of getting em- 
ployment on board some of the vessels. At length 
my attention was dra^n to a large hand-bill posted 
upon a wall, advertising for seventy men to man the 
Arine privateer, which mounted fourteen guns, com- 
manded by Charles East Walkden. Inquiring where 
this ship lay^ and being directed to the place, I step- 
ped on board, and asked the captain whether he would 
employ me : he answered, yes 5 and therefore I began 
immediately to pull the ropes, and assist in any thing 
that was to be done, without bidding, being too pleas- 
ed with my good luck. The sailors with whom I 
dined gave me great encouragement, saying that we 
should take some Dutch East-Indiamen, and all get 
rich together : but these prospects were not able to 
prevent my thoughts from going back now and then 
to the remembrance of the good home I had left, and 
of the resentment I had brought upon myself from my 
grandfather and other relations, by leaving my excel- 
lent situation. After dinner we again got to our 
employ : there was sufficient work for all hands : 
some were painting, others bending the sails, and a 
few were taking water and provision on board. There 
was a boat suspended by tackles from the fore and 
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main mast^ and another boat on the deck : one of the 
men being ordered to let go a certain rope or tackle^ 
h^ by mistake let go the one that held the former 
boat^ which fell upon the back of the head of one of 
the prize-masters, forced his chin on the edge of the 
other boat, and deprived him instantaneously of life. 
The unfortunate man bled very profusely, the blood 
running out of the scoopers of the ship into the dock : 
after washing the blood from the deck, we covered 
him with a flag called the union jack, and laid him 
on the quarter deck, until an inquest sat on his body. 
If I had at that time beeq in possession of a thousand 
worlds, I would have given them to have been at 
home with my old master Foggitt. My reflections on 
this terrible accident rendered me very uncomfortable 
in mind ^ and the thoughts of battles, sudden deaths, 
and murders, now rushing into my fancy, chilled the 
blood in my yeins. As I was fhen a lad only fifteen 
years of age, no wonder my alarm should have been 
so great on the sudden and melancholy death of this 
officer, especially as I had, for ought I knew, to re- 
main on board with him during the night, and no 
one else with me : but I was, in the evening, over- 
joyed to find that my apprehensions in this respect 
had been groundless. 

Next day I met with my godfather, who had a son 
on board the Anne, of the name of William Foxon : 
he took me with him the second night, and from him 
I learnt where an uncle of mine lived, who, when I 
called upon him and made myself known to him, be- 
haved with much civility to me. After remaining 
about three weeks with the Anne privateer, I left her 
for a few days, and should not have returned, had not 
my uncle embarked on board of the. same vessel, which 
circumstance made me resolve to go with him, let 
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the consequences be what they might. He tras one 
of the prize-masters^ and used to take the management 
of the ship in turn with the other officers. 

On the 4th June we received a commission from 
government^ acknowledging our vessel as a ship of 
war : for no private vessel can act as such^ unless so 
commissioned ; but^ when in commission, private 
vessels are duly acknowledged by the government j so 
that all the prizes they take are lawful, and the go- 
vernment has its share of whatever prizes are taken 
by a privateer. 

After this, we got out of tlie dock into Hull Roads, 
and having waited there two or three days for hands, 
without being able to get our complement, weighed 
anchor, and dropped down the Humber, and took our 
station opposite to Great Grimsby, where our captain 
went on shore in search of more hands, of which we 
still wanted twenty or thirty to man us completely, 
our present number consisting of only forty-three 
men and seven boys, which was not sufficient to 
work the ship and the guns at the same time. There 
are required, at least, seven men to a gun^ and we had 
not quite four : but the captain returned to the ship 
with little or no success. The next day v^e again 
weighed anchor, and set sail in quest of some rich 
East-Indiamen ^^ belonging to the Dutch,'* who were 
coming north about from the East-Indies. As soon 
as we got out of the Humber, we steered full north, 
and kept that course till we reached Peterhead^ a 
^piall sea-port in the north of Scotland. To this 
place we came about three o'clock in the morning, 
and loaded one of our six-pounders, and rammed the 
wadding weU home, in order to make a loud report, 
which in a short period brought two or three boats 
from the shore filled with fish. One of the boatmen 
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eoming on board to pilot ns^ we lay too till after- 
noon^ and our captain went to Peterhead in order to 
prevail upon some of the sailors to join us ^ but in 
this he was> disappointed^ as it appeared that the good 
people of this place were not in the fighting humour. 
In the afi^emoon we sailed due north, keeping that 
coarse till the next evening, when we reached the 
Orkney Isles. This day the wind blew very fresh -, 
' next day it was a storm : the ship rolled very much 3 
some times the yard-arms nearly touched the water, 
and several heavy seas broke in upon our forecastle. 
To me, who had never been at sea before, the situa^ 
tion was awful : I could not help thinking that the 
ship would go down, and mentioning my fears to one 
of the lads who had been at sea once before, he said 
he thought the $ame, but that we must keep our 
thoughts to ourselves. The storm still increasing, I 
and the lad just mentioned were ordered alpft to send 
down the mizzen-top gallant yard. I felt reluctant, 
but was obliged to go, great as my terror was of fall- 
ing into the sea. I begun to ascend the mast, and 
with some difficulty reached the mizzen-top ; I tried 
to ascend the next stage, and arrived in safety at the 
cross trees. None but those who have experienced 
these things can imagine what I felt on this occa- 
sion I but I suppose these feelings are, more or less, 
known to all who, for the first time, engage An this 
sort of employ. After a day or two, dangers and dif- 
ficulties became familiar to me. I could go even to 
the extreme of the maintop-sail yard with as little 
dread, as if I were walking the deck in calm weather. 
The storm having abated, we arrived in safety at the 
Shetland Isles, and lay too opposite the port of Ler- 
wick, the capital of this numerous group of islands, 
and received from the inhabitants butter, eggs, milk, 
b3 
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worsted hose^ nigbt-caps^ and a quantity of small 
sbeep • for which articles they received in return old 
clothes^ which they preferred to money. After we 
had got what quantity of butter^ ^gg8> &c. we want- 
ed^ the next morning we lefi Lerwick^ in order to 
cruise in those seas^ and had not got many leagues^ 
before we met the Pheebe frigate. She bailed us^ 
and then sent a lieutenant to board us^ who called 
OTer the names of the ship*s company. After be had 
done this^ he ordered ^Yt of our men to take their 
hammocks and chests^ and to go with him^ which 
they were compelled to do -, but it was a gross viola- 
tion of all law and justice^ in ttiis fellow^ to take 
away our men^ especially as we were so short of our 
number. ^ 

We continued to cruise on this station for two or 
three days : on the third day we met with another 
frigate 3 the officer boarded us^ and called all: handsi 
to the quarter-deck^ ahd^ after looking at each man^ 
returned to his vessel, wishing us success in our un- 
dertakings. The next morning we saw a strange 
sail a-head^ sailing before the wind $ a sure sign to 
us that all was not right. We made all the sail we 
possibly could, in order to overtake her. We had 
our royals and stunsails set, for it was a dead calm : 
in a few minutes more another sail was^ discovered 
behind, making all the haste she cot4d to overtake us. 
She fired several cannons for us to lay too, but, being 
in chase of the first mentioned vessel, we did ifbt 
wish to lose time by doing so. At length our suspi- 
cions wei-e excited of this vessel, and when she got 
within musket-shot, several shots were fired from 
her, which crossed the decks, only just passing over 
our heads. -It was now high time to prepare for ac- 
tion, which we did by dearing away the chests, and 
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removing every thing from the decks that seemed to- 
be in the way,: our hammocks were abeady fixed in 
the bulwarks or sides of our vessel j all thje cutlasses^ 
muskets^ ^btols^ and boarding-pikes, were on deck -, 
every man was. at his station ; every gun loaded with 
a double charge, one canister, and the other a rpund 
shot ; all the matches were on deck ready lighted ^ 
we had also .some bars of iron in the galley-fire for 
the bow. gunsj not having sufficient matches : and 
there was Ij statioxied betwixt decks, in. order to hand 
up the hpf bars of iron, by no means liking my situa- 
tion,, and looking anxiously at. the sides of, the vessel^ 
which I ejqpected every moment to see bored by can- 
nox^-rbaUs. At last^ most fcMtunately, the vessel came 
along side, the commander of whidi said, in French, 
''Haul dpwn your stunsails, or I .will fire into you." 
To which .our capti^in answered^ by his interpreter, 
" You will ^cuse me, sir ; I am in chase of the ves- 
ael a-head> and have been for several hours." Tlie 
commander then demanded £rom whence we came,, 
and what was our name : after answering which 
question, we demanded of them the like information, 
and found she was a privateer from the Isle of Jersey, 
a sloop cutter, well manned, and mounted with sixteen 
guns. The commander and our captain now became 
very friendly, ^d joined in pursuit of the other ves- 
sel: the cutter sailed JFaster than we did, and came 
up with the other vessel about eight o*clock at night, 
and we got up about nine,. after a chase of sixteen 
hours. We manned our boats* with armed men from 
both vessels, who^ boarded the ship without resistance. 
Our officers . having e^i^amined tbeir . papers>^ which 
were not satisfactory, we forthwith took the ship, 
and made off for the nearest port. She was a very 
large, shi^^, under Danish colours, and was homeward 
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bound from the East-Indies : her cargo consisted of 
coffee^ spices^ and silk^ with Tarious other arti:de«{^ 
the produce of India. We would have gone into the 
port of Leith^ or any of the Scotch portsj but the 
wind was contrary, and continued so until we reached 
the mouth of the Humber, into which we sailed with 
our India prize, which was larger than both our ves- 
sels put together. The guard ship at the mouth of 
the Humber boarded our prize to examine her, which 
they had no business to have done, for the Danish 
East-Indiaman was from a country subject to the 
plague, so that the guard ship was put under quaren- 
tine as well as our own vessels ; but the prize was de- 
tained much longer than* either the guard or our- 
selves, we being liberated on the third day« 

While we lay in Hull Roads, various were (he 
reports concerning us : some said our cook had lost 
a part of his foot in the engagement : it is true he 
had lost a part of his foot, but it was in Greenland 
several years before this : others said we had bars of 
gold throwing about the decks 5 but all these were 
idle tales. 

We lay in Hull Roads about thi-ee or four weeks, 
expecting to put to sea every day 5 but the captain 
being ill of the gout, and our commission being • 
within a few days of its termination, all hopes of our 
again putting to sea were given up. On a Sunday 
morning in the beginning of August we weighed 
anchor, and sailed into the new dock. We secured 
the Anne there, and all hands left her; except the ap- 
prentices, and not one of us got a single ^etrthing, 
either for wages or prize-money, to this day; at 
least, I never heard of such a thing taking place. I 
have now due to me ^om the owners of this vessel 
above three pounds wages 5 so that this ^onderM 
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wa$-to^be*sometiung came to nothing : indeed it was 
worse than nothings to spend our time^ for nearly 
three months^ without wages. I remained at Hull 
about fourteen days, and then returned to Louth^ 
with a number of strange and wonderful things to 
tell my acquaintances and friends, concerning my 
adventures in the Anjie privateer. 



CHAP, n. 

Upon my return to Louth, I was well received by 
my master, who was a man remarkable for forgiving 
^hose that offended him. My grandfather also for- 
gave me, and allowed me six weeks board and lodg- 
ing under his roof, to afford me an opportunity of 
improviog my circumstances, which, however, at the 
end of the six weeks, were in no better state than 
they had been before. In consequence of a repri- 
mand from Mr. A. E?e, I determined not to work 
any longer at Louth, and went home, got my clothes, 
and set off for Leeds. Scarcely had I reached the 
village of Elkington, near Louth, when my heart 
misgave me, and instead of proceeding on that road, 
I crossed the country and arrived at my uncle's, at 
Homcastle, that night. I slept at his house, and 
told him I was going to Leeds : my friends at this 
town said they were sure I should soon become a 
soldier, but I thought differently. The event will 
fhow how miich better they knew the tendency of 
my restless disposition than I did myself. The day 
after I proceeded to Lincoln, passed through, and 
b5 
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slept at a village only six miles from the^dty, situated 
on the east bank of the Trent. The next morning I 
set off for Gainsboi^oQgh, reached it about noon^ 
and when just beyond the bridge leading to Bawtry a 
chaise overtook me^ and gave me a lift to that place^ 
where I remained all night. The following morn-^ 
ing I started again :' another chaise overtook me^ and 
conveyed me nearly to Doncaster^ through which 
town I passed^ and refreshed myself at the Red House^ 
about five miles beyond Doncaster. The Leeds coach 
' coming up^ I thought I would ride the remainder of 
my journey : the coachman took me up, and whis- 
pered in my ear the fare would be four shillings < 
'^ Very well," was the answer j but I reaUy had 
only two shillings and three-pence in my possession* 
When we arrived at Leeds, I gave the driver two 
shillings : he returned the compliment by a sharp cut 
with his whip, which was not, perhaps, unmerited, 
by the deception I had practised upon him. Off I 
started for Mr. Brumfet's carpet factory, and imme- 
diately got employment there: the next day I paid 
my footing, but when Mr. Brumfet himself saw me, 
he refused to retain me, saying I was an apprentice : 
it is true I was an apprentice, but my master and I 
had parted by mutual consent. 

I succeeded, however, in obtaining employ under 
a Mr. Howard, who had a small carpet factory at the 
Nether Mills, known amongst the carpet weavers by 
the name of the Isle of Pstmos4 I lodged with a 
Widow, a worthy Woman, whose husband had been 
hanged for horse stealing, or something of the kind ; 
and continued to wofk at Fatmos for three weeks, 
but the materials being so extremely bad, I could 
earn but little wages, especially as I had been used to 
work upon good stuff at Mr,' Eve's factory. One 
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i^, when Vjery earnest for work^ an accident hap« 
peiie4 to my winder s wheel I had to go a mile and 
a half^ to a turner, to get it mended : proceeding up 
a street called Kirkgate, I overtook a soldier belong- 
ing to the Royal Trsin of Artillery, who looked at 
kne steadfastly, and proposed the question. Whether 
I would enlist? I answered. No* when he said he 
would give me sixteen guineas bounty for seven 
years* service 5 but the answer still was Noj for I 
had na inclination whatever to enlist. But he still 
pressed the point, until I consented, when he gave 
ine- a shilling, and enlisted me to serve his majesty 
George III. in the Royal Train of Artillery^ but 
being too low in stature, he took me to the colonel 
of the 6^th Durham Regiment of Foot, just returned 
from the West-Indies, who directed him to ask the 
doctor .whether he supposed I should grow any high- 
^, my height being then only five feet one inch and 
a half. The doctor ordered me to undress, to ascer- 
tain if I were sound ; and, having finished his exam- 
ination, sent me out of the room into a passage to 
put on my clothes, in which condition people passing 
might see me ; he then made his report to the col- 
onel that I was fit for service. This took place on the 
24th October 1806. I was. then sent to the orderly 
room of the regiment, and remained there that night. 
The next day t was before Mr. Justice Sheepshanks, 
to be sworn in ] the questions being put ** Have you 
fits, or are you an Apprentice V* to which I answered, 
" No." " Are yon willing to go ?'* said the magis- 
trate; " 1 know your master. Eve, very well 5 if you 
do not wish to go> I will set you free." This was 
very kind of the justice, but I declined his offer, being 
so strongly bent upon going for a soldier. He then 
tendered to me the Aths : I took them, and have kept. 
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htkA hope to keep them -, for I loved old England, and 
t am siire witL good reason, as by experience I know 
there is no better country in the world. 

I will here introduce an anecdote respectii^ this 
justice. A countryman having some business with 
him, thought it a strange thing to call him Sheep* 
shanks ; and wishing to be a little more polite, knock- 
ed at the door, and when the servant came, satd^ 
*' Does Mr. Sheeplegs live here ?** The servant sud, 
'^ No *, but Mr. Sheepshanks does " which convinced 
the man that this was his proper name, 

I received two pounds in part of my bounty, which 
wa^ only eleven guineas instead of sixteen, having 
been sworn in for seven years and six months, if at 
the expiration of that time it should be a peace, or 
three years longer, if war should continue, and not for 
an unlimited period. My bounty was soon spent, 
although I was no drinker : I scarcely know how it 
went ; but before one month had passed over not a 
shiUing of it remained. I had taken care, however, 
to pay my lodgings : the poor old woman, with se- 
veral others of her sex, wept over me, saying, I was 
some poor body's child. *' Oh !" said these kind- 
hearted women, " he will go abroad^ and be killed.** 
I answered, " Nay ; there will soon be a peace, and I 
shall then return home to enjoy myself." One rea- 
son why the poor women felt so much, was on ac- 
count of my youth ; indeed I was a very 3^ung 
soldier, being only sixteen years of age. 

The 68th regiment was raised in the county of Dur- 
ham, in the middle of the last century, by General 
Lambton. In the year 1800 this regiment was filled 
up by volunteers from the Irish militia, who swelled 
its number to two thousand five hundred : it was then 
made into two batallions^ and sflit out to the West 
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tiadies; they had Bot^ however^ been long there> 
when sickness so reduced them^ that- the second 
batallion was broken up^ and put into the firsts and 
in August 1806 they returned to England^ not more 
than one hundred strong. They were at the taking 
0f the island of St. Lucia^ also at the suppressing ci 
a mutiny in the 8th West India regiment^ on whidi 
occasion several men were kiBed on both sides ; but 
the India regiment was disarmed^ and several of ^e 
men executed. The prindpal loss suistained by the 
68th regiment^ during their stay in the West Indies^ 
was by sickness : they were there five years and a 
half, and lost during that period about two thousand 
men : great numbers of the men brought on sickness, 
disease^ and^ in many cases, deaths by the immoderate 
use of new rum. The bad climate of the West Indies, 
much aggravated, no doubt, in its efects by the fatal 
use of spirits^ is said to destroy^more men than many 
of our active campaigns, together with hard fighting, 
in various parts of Europe : and this appears to be the 
case ; for few regiments lose in proportion to this, 
two thousand in a little more than €Lre yean. The 
West Indies, therefore, is frequently called the grave 
of Englishmen, and in this instance the phrase wiH 
apply correctly. The 68th regiment went out to the 
West Indies two thousand five hundred strong: it 
may be asked, what became of the remaining five 
hundred, together with the recruits received from 
England ? several of them were sent home invalided, 
and were discharged : the rest, with the exception of 
those who bad returned with the regiment, had vdnn- 
teeredinto other regiments stationed in the West 
Indies, liberty being always given for that purpose 5 
and the men who thus joined other corps received 
a bounty of three guineas. 
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W^ QQQtiniied in Leed» till ibhe 2^ttir ^ovemlMsri 
wdd th^n coarched to 9i pretty little town c«Jile4 Ri^^»^ 
$hffnt twentyTseven m3es lunih of Leeds: at this 
pi«ce Ikamtmy<exerd9e>ift^^bowl]|iggreenoiiftlie 
oorA .8icle*of ttie mmtex. I w^ qii«rtcnrednt th^ fiigi^ 
p£ tb^tmnob and Flug^ in Skelgate^ ^d fAarwaardsinui 
cbanged to the sign of the Turk's H«o0>. wbicSi wi^ 
kei^t hyid widow, eaikd Ellen SteeL She was like a 
mother .ta^fte, <nd in j«tum for her kindness; I used 
to help her to hrew end t«n« or any thipg of the kind. 
Opposite- to her housew^s a man itf the name of Thek* 
st^ioc^ who k^pt a.schoolj and who was so kind as to 
teach me to read send, write. He certainly hestowed 
consitepabk atteatioii and labour upon m^> so that» 
thrcwgh. his kisd instruction, from time to tuoey I 
mstd&seme.litde impmvenieot in us^fol knowledge* 
I took grcAt ds^h^ in this school. ,Mr. Thekstens 
was it regular /id8iior;§t my quarlc^ heing fond of a 
little h^t,. though hy no means what we call a sot* 

While at Ripon^ we received recruits ei^ery week x 
I W)aa the first vecruit that joined, the 6Sth r^gim^it 
j^&gr they left Itidia^ the second was a youth called 
Sorbes. In Jifay and Jufie 1807> wo began to in« 
ierease. otur lumbers rapidly : in Augi^t a large 
•dlisught from the Irish militia^ and anothec frp^ the 
Durham militia^ joined us : after this> another draught 
from, the Second West York^ besides $ererfd recruits 
iroin maniy parts of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland : 
so that, at the «nd of 1807, we began to look like a 
sregiment^ before ibis we were Only tike a company. 
- The reterend the Dean of Ripon made a. present of 
« great number of prayer-books to oUr men : I re- 
t^eivedonc^ imd carried it with me into Holland, Por- 
tugal^ and Spain. 

At this place, one of our Inah recruits^ bsTlng in-^ 
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ihilged too freely in dHiik^ lost the goartrmnaot of binH 
9elfy and meeting oiie ci the officere in the street^ 
knodted him down^ told hinl he was not fit to wear a 
sword^ and ili-treated him yery much. The man was 
confined and bronght to a coart martial^ and icnteoeed 
to receiye one hundred and fifty la^bes^ at such time 
and place as the commanding oflic^ should think fit. 
At length the day arrived when the seatenoe was to 
he put into execution : the regiment paraded in the 
market-place at the usual hour^ and then marched to 
the race-course, formed a square; fixed the halberti^ 
and thus prepared to inflict the punishment incurred 
by the prisoner^ who at length arrived^ esocMrted by 
a file of the guard. The judgment of the court 
martial was then read^ Which sentenced him to 
receive the number of lashes' above stated. The com- 
maniting officer ordered the (Ailprit to strips and the 
-latter reluctantly complied^ All ot a sudden a shout 
of indignation broke forth from the inhabitants^ who 
had followed by hundreds to see the punishment 
inflicted : yet notwithstanding the shouts of the po- 
pulace^ who were violent in the extreme^ the sentence 
was carried into execution. This being the first time 
I witnessed any thing of the kind^ I felt very iU, 
turned sick^ and had like to have fallen in the ranks i 
indeed several of my comrades fainted away^ and were 
carried out of the square to a distance. Some of tiie 
women^ who had followed^ screamed and cried 5 others 
of them called the commanding officer every bad 
name they could invent : indeed^ we were under the 
necessity of placing sentries round our regimental 
square, to keep off the crowds who had collect^ in 
such formidable numbers. The man himself was 
not silent^ although his punishment vtras oompani'» 
tively light to what I have 3een since that period : 
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his noise^ together with that of the peofde, had the 
desired effiect y for, after recdving fifty kshes, he was 
paidoned^ aad taken down fitwi the halherts. As we 
marched home, the iBhahitaats pelted us with stones 
and other missiles, caltiag onr officers some Tery un- 
becoming names : the people might mean well, but 
it is absolutely necessary to punish such conduct, or 
no man could live in the anny or navy. 

On the 3rd November 1807, the rout came for us 
to march .on the 5th from this very delight£i|l and 
pleasantly situated town to Doncaster. I often think 
of Ripon with pleasure. While in it, I visited Stud* 
ley. Park and Fountains Abbey, most delightful and 
enchanting places. The minster, too, much pleased 
me : in shcnt, I kft Ripon with a heavy heart. 
. Early on. the morning of the 5th November the 
drums beat, we fell in, and marched through Boroi^h- 
bridge to Wetherby ^ the next day to Ferrybridge «)d 
Pontefiract; and, on the 7th, reached Doncaster. 
tiere we lay for several weeks during the d^Ui of 
.winter, and. received men ftom the Scotch, Irish, and 
English militias, besides a number of recruits from 
diferent quarters. In February 1808, we left Don- 
'caster, and marched through Ferrybridge, Tadcaster, 
and York, to Maltonj at which latter place we re* 
mained about seven days, when three companies were 
sent to Pickering, to one of which I belonged. This 
little town is pleasantly situated on the main road 
from York to Whitby. On the 15 th March, however, 
we left Pickering and Malton, and marched to York, 
and contwued there till July 14th. I was very food 
of York : we used to parade twice a-day in the min^ 
ster-yani, Sunday excepted. While at this city, we 
. had a man called Murphy, who wanted to scheme his 
.discharge by sham fits 5 but having a suspicion they 
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were not real, a large bottle of the spirits of salts was 
applied to bis nose, wbicb made the poor fellow jump 
up in the greatest agony, and promise he would nerer 
sham any more :' be then joined his company, and 
kept his promise. ' We had anolher man who had de« 
serted three times : ht was tried by a corat->martial, 
and sehlenced to be ponished : the regiment marched 
three times to the ridtng-scho<^ at the horse barracks, 
fbr the purpose of inflicting the punishment, and he^ 
eteiy time, fell into a fit, so that die ponishment was 
di^Hyed : hot, the thind time, notwithstanding his fits, 
ihey tied him up and began to flog him, which soon 
btiMkght him to himself, and let us know that his fits 
Were not real ; had they been so, he probably would 
not. have come to himself in so -short a time. His 
ptmishment was well merited 3 fbr a nuin that is re- 
gax^ess of Ms osith and solemn promise to serve his 
couhCry, is guHty of a real crime. 

About three weeks before the half-yearly inspection, 
we began to prepare for it by grnngthrough our ero- 
lutfons and manoeuvres in the large barrack-yard : 
towards the latter end of the time; in cM!der that Ae 
regiknent might learn to be steady, we fired with 
blank cartri<]^. A man called Malfrey, about five 
meto fibm myself to the right, of Captain Qough's cchA^ 
pimy, had loaded his jnece five times, it missing every 
time. Th^ ' sergeant in the rear uAd him he dare not 
fire it off', the man dedared if it was filll of devils he 
would : he did so in the next volky, and the conse* 
qneaee war dreadftd; fbr his musket bursted into 
several pieces, carrying away a part of his hand, and 
wounding' and burning several men who were near 
him, so that thra part of our line was thrown into con- 
^Sion. I saw a dbg run away with one ai his fingers. 
The poor f eliow was taken to the hospital at. thesQ 
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barndu>aadtfadenmi|iiQip«ft|itioii: oneof theo^h«r 
men wbd hni gpit woii&de4« n^Kip ten times .tbe noise. 
tbemali.(Ud!vc4>Dbadlo^ his hand. - When the general 
came^ }Mbil6«y:waft jre^gipuaended to the board, and got 
one 8himng;«^diiy'.p(AmQnf After thiB, there was a- 
distnrfaflneebetweefi a {lar^y of oar officers and s^nne 
vintiea of the towsu Theloid m»f9r and ow ccde^ 
nely.who tiTedoetor .to eKeb otbei, ti^me o^tosiBei 
vhat wa9 the matter :')tiiie coIoikI pn^esently re^i^ftA 
a.b]ow ontiie.hfead/ fOdft the Iprd-m^^i^r.wf^ driven 
into his hooset this distmbance took {dace-in Cmcyr 
Street, near t^e Black Swan Inn, abont deven o'do^ 
at night ^ . andin two Of: ijbiee days afierw#rd» wecer 
cdved orders to- maroh to J>(Hi0Ei8ter; in.c9iiseqa^e» 
of thi8.riiamefttl.ri0t.. >..r 

We arrived at DoncasMr about/ tiw. ISthi My 9 
on the :30th Lwent onicoitaited Hath twQ 4$sevter» 
to Stilton barracks^ and: faadpn^' just Vetiir)^^ when 
'v^ reeeired a :iof^'*£tit HoU> wkeife wearriTed on^ or 
abont.'the IfidvAqgnat, and weiK •qoaftered'in the ror 
pchy>bflnaeks^' in Wincdhnlee. . At HnU o^ duty mtmi, 
VBiry lardy hairing tp mondt gvardtfareeitinlcs in the 
week. : The. whole of thfr^tioopr ns^d to parade erery 
morning in.Cfeorge-Stnet, at elo^en.o'dlock:. dkotfe 
who mounted the main^ gardion^ ftnd Sonth-€^ 
goardsjhad tonndergothesevefe jinspctetioajbf thlsbnig- 
ade^mafor> who wes «ieonstiint plague and tovtaeot to 
the fl^ldievB : he hwr been known'toT^ectfthe oleaiiest 
man in our regimfnt^ and to adcept tii^ dirtiest: : 

In the latter end of September' thibrcgimettl reoei?* 
ed a i6ute to mardh tp Brabonmlees^ in,tbe jeoinity of 
Kent 5 so that we left this brlgade»ini^ with his 
militia regknents, not being sorry at parting with him, 
whose constant delight consisted in making men mi»- 
eraUe. 
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CHAP.m. , 

. The regiment crossed, the Hunber by Barton; lad 
marched to Brigg tbe £r8t day ; faatleibtaiiiedlaiive 
to cDoas byOrimsfcy^and caHed M Looth- aMHa 
castk tb see my relationa andifriands^ to Whom I i 
oiuse more bade adieu, incwdiBif'tQ jaiit mf regimesti 
ifid passing the 2iid diTiaioa at Deeping, on the 7tili 
Octo]^ overtook, at Hmitipgdoil, the Ist divkon, .Ip 
wklth I belonged. We marched from. Himtkigdoti 
to St. Neot*«> Big^wade, and Uatfidd, and anmd 
at Highgltte on the. 11th: thi^ was head quaprters > 
bat five companies proceeded .to Hempstead* I. an^ 
a^amall party of my codUAdes w^t forward lo JUl- 
bonm, md were-qnariered at die Bed Lian, ^ns 
only one mile from Hyde Ferk Comer. AAecdia-f 
9j9r>. se^^al of our. paftyr wept to ?ieiw the TMtvoqp^dbi^ 
W^ wicked to St. JamesV Fa|aoe, through the PaA 
and Hors^hOuards, and Tiewed Westmipster Biidge 
aiid Abbey^ together with several [daoey ^f note,: and 
returned about seven o'clock in the eveimg*. highly 
delighted with what we had seen* 

The next day being Sunday, we hal^d, and wer^ 
gsatified with anotibber view of the £*aglisb cai^^ly 
On Monday mornipg the regiment marched forward^ 
and aboiit..ntne o'clock entered Iiondon with ftying 
colours, crossed Blackfriars Bridge, and then majrchr 
ed to BrcHnley^ the seat of Sir Thomas Trigg, our 
head colonel^ who met us on the rpad, dressed in the 
zegunental uniform. The whole of th^ officers dined 
with Sir Thomas, who .would also have given a treat 
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to tbe privates^ but Lieutenant-Colonel Farley pre- 
vented him, fearing tbe men migbt conduct tbem- 
selves improperly if tbey bad too mucb liberty given 
tbem. 

Tbe next day we marcbed to a small town be-, 
tween Maidstone and Bromley^ broke into deta^b- 
ments, and went to different villages and public 
bouses on tbe road. Tbe landlord wbere I was 
quartered brougbt every man a pint ci ak, saying, 
be always bebaved well to soldiers^ and bad never 
. lost any tbing by so doing : be added, ''I will give 
every man bis dinner ^ but I cannot accommodate all 
witb bedsj but I bave plenty of dean strawv and 
tbose wbo will sleep on it diall bave a glass of gin 
eacb." Tbis piece of liberality so pleased tbe men, 
tbat tbey vowed tbey woidd do any tbing for sucb a 
good and wortby £b11ow as be. 

After dinner, tbe soldiers began to drink in oom<- 
jwny witb some men and women wbo bad been ga- 
tbeiing bops : before nigbt; all were intoxicated, ex- 
cept myself and tbree otbers, wbo retired to repose 
about nine o'clock, leaviug tbe rest in a state little 
better tban ibat of madmen. I laid myself down oh 
tbe cbamber floor, witb only a rug to cover me ; but 
in about an bour after was disturbed by one of tbe 
men running into our room, crpng for belp, or tbat 
we sbould all be killed. Myse^ and anotber, taking 
up our side-arms and bayonets, after rusbing into tbe 
bouse, in wbicb we found not one single soldier, 
fortbwitb proceeded into tbe street, wbere we beard 
a most dreadful screaming, evidently from a female, 
and on repairing to tbe spot wbence tbe cries issued, 
found tbat some of tbe soldiers bad laid siege to a 
fanu'^bduse. One of tbe men^ witb bis firelock pre- 
sented, declared be would fire, if tbe woman did not 
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open the door of the hoase : another was kickii^ at 
it^ to break it in : and on inquiring what was the 
matter, I was told that a country man had stolen a 
musket, and taken shelter in the house. At length, 
having succeeded with di£Giculty in conducting the men 
away, I returned to my sleeping-room, and lay there 
laughing at the folly of drunkards ; but I had not 
laid long, before James Bracken, a man of our com- 
pany, came into the room, drew a bayonet ^m its 
scabbard, put it under his coat, and left in haste. I 
afterwards learnt that Bracken, who was a papist, had 
Mien into a dispute with a man called Johnstone, a 
pirotestant, and that in the midst of their disputlition, 
the bayonet having fallen from under Bracken's 
clothes, a battle ensued, in which Johnstone beat his 
foe completely, and took his weapon from him. In 
the morning again, as the party was falling in, in 
order to march and join the regiment on the road, an- 
other dispute took place between the same men, and 
Bracken attempted to stab Johnstone, who instantly 
raised his musket, and brought his enemy level with 
the ground, where he lay a considerable time before 
he came to himself. He was then taken into the 
public house, and medical assistance was procured, 
but it was thought his wound would prove mortaL 
We left the man under the care of the landlord, and 
marched Johnstone a prisoner to the regiment: he 
was then sent to the rear guard ; and, when we got 
to Maidstone, had to lay under the market-cross, in- 
stead of being at a public house. — ^There is not, in 
many cases, in Ireland, much love lost, on either side, 
between papist and protestant, and perhaps each has 
about equal cause foi resentment against the other; 
and accordingly, in the present instance, Johnstone^s 
hatred of the papist may be traced to the ciicumstance 
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of his father and mother^ with some other relations^ 
having heen humt alive by some infuriated Romanists, 
in the late Iri^ rebellion, the recollection of which 
fact mnst naturally have rankled in Johnstone's mind 
ever since. The latter was tried by a court-martial, 
and sentenced to receive three hundred lashes ; but in 
a few days Bracken recovered, and the other man, 
having previously borne a good character, was par- 
doned« — ^I was quartered at the sign of the Castle at 
Maidstone, the landlord of which was so unfeeling 
towards our poor women, that he would not allow 
them to dine with us on any account. In return for 
this harsh treatment, we put him to all the trouble 
possible, causing him to provide breakfast, a thing 
not commonly done. 

The next morning we marched to Lenham : on the 
17th we reached Ashford, and on the 18th Braboum- 
lees Barracks, our destined quarters. When at 
Hidl, our regiment was made a light infantry regi- 
ment : here we had our regimental clothing alter- 
ed, and learnt to manoeuvre by the sound of. the bu- 
gle, instead of the word of command -, and, in con- 
junction with the 85th, were taught the light in* 
fantry exercise and evolutions under the command or 
direction of General Baron Derottenburgh. 

At Christmas our new clothing was ready. It was 
completely altered, having, instead of shoulder-knots, 
wings, green tufts in the place of white ones, and bu- 
gles in the front of our caps instead of plates. We also 
gave in our arms and accoutrements, and received in 
return japanned muskets, with double sights, and a 
complete set of new accoutrements. One afternoon in 
April 1809, as two companies were firing ball cartridge, 
one of the pieces missed fire, and the man who held it, 
tuniing round to the rear, as was customary, to examine 
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into the cause of its having only flushed in the pan^ 
the musket immediately exploded^ and, dreadful to re- 
late, the hall passed through the hody of one of the 
men that were looking on. The poor fellow was im- 
mediately carried to the hospital^ where^ notwith- 
standing the exertions of the regimental and other 
surgeons^ he died, before morning in the greatest 
agony. His name was Baker ; he was a native of 
the neighbourhood of Lincoln : had about eighty 
pounds, which he willed to his sister : was buried in 
the church-yard of Braboumlees^ and his fimeral was 
attended by most of the men in our* regiment, who 
much lamented the loss of their worthy comrade. 

Braboumlees is a small village : the barracks stood 
on a common between Ashford and Hytbe^ and were 
capable of containing three thousand ihen : they are 
£ve miles from Ashford, seven from Hythe, and 
twelve from Canterbury, and are pleasantly situated 
in a fertile country abounding with fruits of various 
sortSr Whilst at Braboumlees, I received a letter 
from my brother^ informing me of my grandfather's 
death; he bad not ftngot me in his will^ but left me 
fifty pounds^ to be received when twenty-five years o£ 
age. My brother had been so kind as to p^t half*a- 
guinea into the seal of his letter, as a present ; but, 
when the letter arrived, I found the seal had been 
broken open, and the mcmey taken away. My in- 
quiries at the post-office for the money were quite 
unsuccessful: upon which I wrote to acquaint my 
friends at Louth with my misfortune, and they very 
kindly made up the loss, by sending a post-office draft 
for the amount lost. Whilst we were here, the 50th 
regiment arrived at these barracks, after the retreat 
and battle of Corunna, in a very distressed and miser- 
able condition. 
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In May^ an order came that the brigade was 16 
' march twelve or fourteen miles twice a week in fiill 
marching order^ that we might become aCiccustomed to 
fadgae, a sort of discipline very necessary for ns who 
were expecting every day to be called out on foreign 
service. I hare frequently known some of our men 
drop in the ranks^ as if dead^ through excessive beat 
and fatigue. On one occasion the 68th^ 71st^ and 
85th regiments marched eight miles^ formed line^ and 
manoeuvred on a large common^ then marched back 
to our barracks^ hundreds of us not having broken our 
fast^ or eaten any thing whatever during the time. 

About the 28th of June, the regiment received a 
route to march to Portsmouth^ for embarkation. So 
urgent was our march^ that we were not allowed to 
halt on Sundays^ but marched forced marches until 
we reached Gosport^ and encamped near that place. 
Various were the reports of the people concerning the 
object of the expedition : some said it was for one 
place, and some for another. Nearly all the men of 
our regiment were lame ; for, beside our usual load, 
sixty rounds of ammunition were added ; and, what 
vexed us worst was, this very ammunition was after- 
wards taken from us, and fired into the sea by other 
T^;iments. It really was a great hardship to be 
treated in this way. 

On the day we arrived at Gosport, Colonel Farley 
was promoted to the rank of brigadier-general, and 
governor of one of the West-India Islands; and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson promoted to the full 
command, and Major Richard Thompson the second 
in command, of the 68th regiment. Our old com- 
mander was an Excellent officer, well beloved by his 
men, who sincerely regretted their loss, which, how- 
ever, was not badly supplied in the person of Colonel 
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Wiliiam Johnson^ who was an officer that loved his 
meii^ and by whom he was respected in return. 

The day after Colonel Farley had left ns, the regi- 
me!^ was inspected by the general of the division^ 
who expressed his surprise that the men were so lame : 
the cause being exj^ned, he was satisfied. The 
general left orders that the regiment was to fire ball 
cartridge two <m: three times : accordingly^ the next 
and subsequent days we fired about twenty rounds 
into the sea* We did not^ however^ as at other times, 
fire singly, but by companies and grand divisions, 
and, on three or four occasions, vollies of the whole 
regiment. This was to make us steady, and to pre- 
pare us for the time, which was at no great distance, 
when we should have to engage the enemy in reality. 
On one occasion, we were firing three deep, and one 
of the rear-rank men, not looking well along his 
piece to see that he was clear of his front-rank man, 
fired, and carried away two fingers and part of the 
hand of a poor fellow, who was taken with us 
abroad, and there died. Had he been left in the 
hospital at Portsmouth, he might most probably have 
recovered. 

In this camp we had a number of canteens and 
eating houses, or rather tents j but provisions were 
uncommonly dear : roasted mutton one shilling and 
nine-pence the pound 3 beef and other meat in pro- 
portion : so that a very little of it feU to my share. 
About the 13th July, General Baron Derottenburgh 
arrived, and took the command of the light brigade. 
As soon as he came into the camp, the whole of our 
regiment and that of the 85th turned out of their 
tents, and received the venerable baron with three 
times three cheers : he' beckoned for us to cease, but 
our respect for him was too great so to do 3 besides we 
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had no other way of testifying our approbation but 
by cheering him. He was an able geneml^ and^ ip 
every respect, a good officer. 

On the 15th, orders came for our, embark^ioa qa 
the following morning at two o'clock. Ojx Sunday 
morning, July the IGtH, we were ordered to strike 
the tents, pack them up, and ddi^fex, them with our 
camp utensils into the commissary ^tori^. As sppn 
as this was done, we set fire to the straw 3 so that 
the whole country seemed to be in a \flaae. Our 
colonel reprimanded us for this freak ; but he was 
too late, for all the straw that,GQuld be found wa^ 
already consumed* At daylight the bugles sounded : 
the regiment then formed, and mo?ed off towards the 
|dace of embarkation, which was on the Gosport side 
of the water: when we arriyed at the water-side, 
the boats were ready to receive us. We then em- 
barked by companies : the men were in high spirits^ 
and gave three cheers as they left the. shore, the bur 
gles and band playing until the regiment reached 
the Obsot, of ninety guns. But, oh ! what an i^ct- 
ing scene took place between the married men and 
their families! It was truly distressing to see the 
anguish of the poor women at parting, 8bm& of 
whom were nearly frantic, others fainting away, and 
their children crying by their sides or in their arms, 
so that the hardest heart must have been moved at 
the sight. Many of these pitiable, creatures ney^r 
saw their husbands more i and even before six weeks 
had passed over numbers of them were widows^ and 
their children orphans. On this occasion my feel- 
ings nearly overcame me, and I really could not help 
rejoicing that I was a single man. If sudi^ then, 
were the acuteness of the feelings of. a mere looker- 
on, what must have been the feelings of the poor 
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men themselves wha had to he acton in the heart- 
rending scene ! 

The ndiole of our regiment was pat on board the 
C4B8mr, which mounted ninety guns : her lower*deck 
guns had b^n tal^en out to make room lor the troops. 
We were nine hondfied strong ; the ship's company 
about six. hundred, besides <^lcers ; making, in all, 
nearly, one thousand £ve hundred and fifty men on 
l>oard of this massy vesseK The. name of the captain 
of^ the. Cottar was Richardson, . a very hamane and 
good copimander, 

^ , ,We lay at Spithead until the morning of the 27th, 
when, we weighe;d anchor and set sail : and, on Fri- 
day evening. Hie 28l^ amyed in the Downs. Here 
the fleet had collected in great. fotoe, for tiie purpose 
of sailipg with, the expedition to the island of Wal- 
chereipu. Darly on Sati^rday mofniu^ the fleet saUed 
in three divisional, one •divi^Qii at three [o'clock, the 
other at four, and the last^.the one I was in, about 
five o'clock. 

The fleet was so lafge that we could not all get on 
our. way toget^r : it was, perhaps, one of the largest 
fleets that has left Eng^d for maAy years, there 
being, no less than sixty thousand troops on b^Mffd, 
and nearly, twenty thoumnd sailors and marines ; 
making altogether about eighty thousand effective 
men. About nine o'clock on . Saturday evening we 
let go our anchor within six miles of .the shores of 
the island of Walcheren. IXuring the night, a vessel 
ran foul of the Qesor, which caused a terrible shock, 
but no damage was done to either vessel. Next 
morning^ we weighed anchor, and sailed towards the 
north p<unt of this island, in order to efiect a land-* 
ing : our vessel, ran a-ground with such violence, 
that at first it was thought i^e would have gone to 
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pieces ; but. after stnining herself veiy madb^ sh6 
was got off. The soldiers were fiBtstened below^ ift 
order to prevent confinion. We at length got to 
our destifiatioD^ and began to prepare for landing : 
all the flat-tettomed boats in the fleet were put in 
readiness : each boat had a cannonade filled in its 
bow^ and was manned with a proper number of inetr 
to fire, if occasion should r^nire it. The whole of 
the boats belonging to the men of war and transports 
haTing got to their respectlye stations^ and received 
the troops, they began to collect by regiments, ani 
formed a line of boats, which reached a great dis* 
tance. Each of the larger boats had a flag : the 
sight was uncommonly grand> and -had an imposing 
effect. By this tirais a "number of gun-boats had col- 
lected to cover iht Ifilicfolg : at length the signal was 
given for the boats to advance to Ihe shore in Ihse; 
in doing which the <only annoyance they met wiib 
was from a battery of three guns. The troops had 
no sooner eflected a landing, which they did in good 
order, and without loss, than they routed the enemy 
from their battery, and caused them to fly in confu- 
sion. With the first division that landed, were a 
number of sailors, who pursued the enemy a oonsi^ 
derabk distance, and greatly annoyed them. It now 
became our turn to land 5 the regiment having re- 
ceived three days* provisions, sixty round of ammuni- 
tion each, and a store of good flints, together vrith a 
supply of liquor. We accordingly stepped into the 
boats, and landed without an accident, about eight 
o'clock on Sunday evening the 30th July 1809, and 
were compelled to lay all night on the sand, without 
a tent, or any other covering to protect us fix>m the 
night air. We had left our knapsacks on board, 
having only our haversacks, canteens^ and rolled cOats 
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wUh US. W* rem^iaed oa t)ie sand-hilk until the 
•ftevnooft lof 4h{> dl»t« I had nerer seen aBytfaing to 
equal the ap^naaoe of ciur: afmy before : it reached 
about four mile» «k»g these bilk*, • I a the afternoon, 
buK company^ with |>art of another^ and forty of die 
9^th Rifle Corps; jniiking in all about two hundred, 
^ete^ sent ito join General Grabani'S brigade, consist- 
ing of tbe^3rd battalion of the 1st Royals, the 5th 
aad 354h vegioieiits* We were fo act as riflemen to 
this brigfide of heavy infantry. Towards eTening we 
weiltwi i^uest of the enemy, and formed two or three 
times to attad^ their out posts, but they retreated 
without being brought to action. That ni^t we 
sl^t in tbe.atreets of: a small ivilkge, but had a very 
fi^nong gjiiacd Attd piquetii to look out lor the enemy, 
who were not mpre dla»about a aiile from us. The 
neKt momiAg Mre advanced at the head of the l»-igade, 
but had not proceeded £ftr, before we discovered a 
battery,'and seyetnl man standing at the guns. . Gen- 
eral Graham ordered the column to halt, and then 
sent to know who they weie^ When the psjrty ap- 
proached, the men ran off from the guns : they .turn- 
ed out to be only a number of country pe^le, .who 
were frightened at the i^proach of our brigade.. The 
oohimn advanced until it reached thesand*hiU« to the 
west. 1^ Flushing, and these found the enemy re^hdy 
pffeparedi to receive us. . Our cannon WM.ordered for- 
ward, wad several shot$ w^re Bred ^pon the^foe^ ' A 
tiumber of the enemy were sheltered in: a .wood to 
our left I General Graham ordered the cannon to, be 
turned, and to comw^ice firing into it: he ateo 9ent 
a party to dislodge the enemy, and to £9roe them into 
the main road* At this thne .the. light troops irere 
ordered forward, fend in a. few minutei) we were, for 
t^e first time>. engaged with the French nmf ; hr, 
c3 
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I believe nine^tentbs^ at le&st^ of our veginiettf 
had never been engaged before. Hie £ftt Odset 
very much : tacri£ed me$ but, igndoallf, : nrjr faiu» 
subsided, and I becaibe ealm and^ deUbeivte. We 
fou^ along tiie sand^hiUs for seven miks, • and 
took several batterieimoiihted with bi|tts guns. One 
of th€ magazines Uew np, iind eanded a Iranendous 
shock, soBlething like an earthqolJce^ To^^the rigbt^ 
between the sea and the hills^ weie^a miinber of piles, 
in ranks, neady as high as men, and which Imd the 
af^iearance of soldiers ata distance. Several of us £red 
at tiiem, thinking they were theenemy^ bat we soon 
discovered out mistake : yH!, We. aUfcerwiitfds found we 
had not fired altogether inrvain 5 ior:thGire was a ^pmr 
IPrenchman Imd behind the^Stey with his biainsblowli 
out, and lying in his cap. 'fiAie»liy,we'Came within the 
range cf 4;he Flashuig btftteiietf $ but, their mm men 
being between us and thetenvk^ the gims were as yet 
silent. I entered'a hotiaelertt drink 5 and these be- 
held a sight, which {affords soine idea of the shocking 
devastation that mo^t always joaark a country whicb 
has the misfovittne tb>'becjoliie the seat of wiir. It 
being a dairy iiEU^m-hduse^' there wjis^^tandiiig in a 
room a lasge tub of butterr^lk, but such was the 
hurry and contoibnof the soldiers who had been 
Ai&te before me, that they had brehe^ every vessel in 
the biNise^ and the roottt was literal up to tUeauf^e^ 
in butter-milk; imd not one wiic4e vessel reittiuned to 
drink it out witii. With great; diifieulty, howefvisr, I 
got my canteen full of null;! and cider, and then ran 
after the party. About this time, the cannon fvom 
the ganiison begsin to play upon us wiAi -great futy% 
As I was going idong, I'lbadtb pass liis^-Btaff and 
fllgnal-^post fuUof blDdts andtfieklea. Scarcely had 
I g6t mder it, when a twenty-^our^p^nd shbt frcqn 
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the battery struck l&eflag^staff^ and killed and wound- 
ed teveral c^? Ae soldkrs that were marching under 
the' hill. '; Tfteir cxm we^edrestdful. A little further 
on^a sdiclier of the 5th regiment received a cannon- 
shot th ro u g h ^b cjbntre !of his body^ which^ as he laid 
upon the<eaith^ presented a holrid spectacle; for we 
ooald'sec tiie groiind through his carcase* Still ad- 
Tsncing aloi^^ I peitsived a man walking on the 
fannr of a rising ground, when suddenly a shot came, 
stovck the ground about ten inches below his feet, 
knocked up> his h^6, and sent him rolling down 
the hilly at the t>ottoA of wbaeh he got upon his legs 
again, and ran after his n^ii^pt, not having receiv* 
ed atiy iii|ary i^haifcevei'.* . As soon as we arrived at 
the end of tte hills, we were obliged to stop $ for, 
bypaltsing jthe comec; we should have exposed our- 
selves to^he main batfiery of the enemy* As it was, 
the carnage was dneiadful. Out of the grenadier 
companies of our brigade alone lost forty men, killed 
and wounded; tihnrdbre the loss of die three regi- 
ments coidd not fail to have been Very great had we 
not sheltered ourselves in this spot. About this time 
one of General Ghiham's aid-de-camps received a 
very severe wound, and was carried to the rear: the 
loss of die light troops^ however, w^ Comparaiively 
small, dthottgh at the. heikd .of the brigade, and in 
every way exposed to the enemy^s fire. 

The Ibss sustained by our company was i^ut ten 
wounded : being light infantry, we took every advan- ^ 
ti^ ; Awhile the heavy troops were necessarily expos- 
ed, having. to keep their ranks, and to.foUoW as our 
supports. There was with ts a maid called Murphy, 
who had long wished he might be killed, in the first 
engagement : . his wish was partly granted, for he re- 
ceived a severe woimd, and had to undergo an ampu- 
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tation near the shoulder. After vre had dtHtUr the 
enemy into the town, I and three others were sent 
to hury the dead^ and to take care <jf thci woftflfded 
men 3 but when w6 came to the places we i<ktnd the 
dead had already been buried^ aiid the wounded as 
well taken care of as circumstances would admit. In 
returning to our company, we had ta; run over an 
open ground that was completely exposed to ifae 
main battery of the enemy*s garrison ; but we passed 
orer it without any injury whaterer, although we 
had some very narrow escapes indeed. On the Ifefit 
flank of our company was an orchard, with a barn 
standing near it^ upon which the enemy kept such 1^ 
heavy fire, that Colonel Hay thought prudent to; fauve 
it destroyed, and sent orders to Captain Hdwkins tb 
see that it was done. The bam was accordingly 
set on fire, and consumed to ashes. There were two 
calves consumed with it : the iufierings of these dumb 
animals were great, and affected tfaecapiain evenix) 
tears: had he known beforehand that they were in 
the bam^ every eflfort would Have been made to res- 
cue them. 

The evening coming on, the firing ceased on both 
sides ; but we had strong guards and piquets in our 
front, to watch the motions of the enemy. Captain 
Hawkins gave orders for his men to form in an open 
field, and for every other man to keep awake, the. 
rest to lay down j but it was with difficulty that a^y 
of us, after the fatigueaof the day, could keep awake.- 
About midnight a supply of bread arrived, and each 
man received his allowance, also a. small quantity of 
raw bacon and onions, which were very acceptable. 

Soon after daylight in the morning, a party of the 
enemy made an attempt to take some of our guns. 
We charged them nearly to the walls of the garrison^ 
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imd took several prisoners, amotipt whom was a 
Erench officer, who would not give up his sword to 
•one of the Firat Roysis : the soldier instantly lifted 
Tip.his musket, and ran the unfortunate officer through 
the hody. widihts bayonet, exchuming at the same 
time, "I will send your sdul to the devil!" Our 
officers did not approve of this sayage act of cruelly; 
for aitjiough the soldier might by some be consider* 
ed as haying done his duty, and even as a hero into 
the bargain, yet he was, undoubtedly, a hardened 
monster, and no man of a ri^t mind or of- true bra* 
yery would say tha^ heroism consists in such conduct. 
After thus repulsing the enemy and driving them 
back into the town, the cannon and mortars from 
tiieir batteries opened a most tremendous fire, which 
continued for some time -, but we, being partly shel* 
tered. in the ditches, did not on this occasion sustain 
«iy serioos injury. The enemy at this time had 
a strong piquet under cover of their guns, who kept 
up a constant discharge of musketry, the balls of 
which whistled over our heads, sometimes lodging in 
the trees, and cutting the small branches, so that we 
were compelled to remain dose to the banks for safe- 
ty. It is not usual to relieve the advanced posts by 
daylight, but at one o*clock the relief came, and we 
were ordered to the rear about two miles, to cook 
our provisions, and to rest for the night. By some 
means or other the enemy learnt that the guards and 
piquets were relieving, and instantly opened a fire 
upon us hotter if possible than ever, and, I am sorry 
to say, not without doing some execution on our 
men. This compelled Us to retreat to the rear one 
by one, or the consequences might have been much 
worse 3 for their cannon could reach us a mile in the 
rear of the advanced posts 5 so that all the time we 
c5 
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-were retrentibg onr bad[s weie eiqioaBd until we had 

gbt oat of the rw^ge of their battery. . I at length 

arrived in safety at oar little camp, received my pro* 

visions, cooked them, and had a good night*8 vest in 

the open air. Hefe we lay nntii the next eyening, 

and then joined the main body of otir regiment, 

which was encamped about one mile to the right of 

the Middleburgh road, and only just ont of the jeadi 

of the enemy's cannon, the shot frequently ^ling 

within one hundred yards of the camp gipund* When 

the party joined the regiment, great was our grief on 

hearing that several of our best comrades were no 

ihore. The main body of the regiment, with a part 

of the 85th, drove the enemy before them on the 

Middleburgh road, and advanced to the very gates of 

Flushing, at which point our colonel, hoping to secure 

possession of the draw-bridge, made a vigorous push, 

and was within two minutes of doing it) but. the en« 

emy drew up the bridge in time to save it, and thus 

left the 68th and part of the 85th regiments exposed 

to the shot, shell, and musketry of the garrison, 

which did considerable execution. We had one man 

Wounded at the gate of the town : the enemy took 

him into their hospital, and used him very well. 

There was not much praise due to our commander 

on this occasion 3 his courage certainly was great, but 

he might have lost the most of his regiment by this 

rash effort. After this, the regiment was employed 

in building batteries and throwing up breast-works 

and trenches, and continued occupied in this way 

until the works were completed. 
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CHAP, IV. 

These was from our camp a narrow lane^ fenced 
on esach side by a quick hedge : this lane was very 
straight^ and two of the enemy's guns commanded ii^ 
which greatly annoyed us ^ but^ in order to protect 
ourselves from their destructive firCj^ we built in the 
li^ne walls made of bags filled with earthy and these 
walls extending from opposite sides of the laae^ but not 
quite across it^ and being placed in alternate opposi- 
tion^ instead of exactly facing each other^ left a pas- 
sage sufficiently wide for the troops to pass and re-pass^ 
something in this way : ' i ' i i 

One Aight^ as we were finishing a battery of twelve 
guns^ one of our men, named Duffin^ fell from the top 
of it into the pond in front of the works^ and was 
with difficulty taken up, but he sustained no injury, 
more than getting wet. Whilst we were in our camp, 
a^ corpojral of Captain Gough's company, who had 
been accused of cowardice, was led by the colonel in 
front of each company at the morning parade, the col- 
onel saying as he passed, ^'Soldiers, behold a cowai'd !" 
The corporal was then taken in front of the whole 
regiment, his stripes were taken ofi^ and he was sent 
ignominiously to his company as a private. I have 
beard it sai^ that he was not to blame, but that an. 
officer was the guilty person, who had contrived to 
blame the poor corporal. — One day, wliile employed 
in building batteries, trenches, and other works, a 
bomb-shell fell on an old house : it burst, and our. 
first m^or being near it, was wounded in the right 
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arm^ and obliged to undergo amputation very near 
the shoulder. 

About the 12th August every thing was in readiness 
for commencing the bombardment ; the bomb ves- 
sels were ordered to be ready to co-operate with the 
land batteries : in the afternoon of the 13lh^ being 
Sunday^ the batteries opened upon the town, though 
partially, until about nine o*c]ock at night. Our 
regiment was in readiness to act in case of a sort^. 
Between nine and ten the thunder of our battering 
guns was terrible : the guns of the enemy were not 
altogether silent. There was a mortar battery nclw 
us, from which the shells were thrown as hsi asr pos- 
sible j and at intervals we could hear the dreadftil 
cries of the inhabitants from the town. 

Lord Chatham had^ previous to the commencement 
of the bombardment, given leave for the inhabitants 
to quit the town ; but the French governor would not 
allow it, and, in consequence, hundreds of the poor 
people were killed and wounded. No one can con- 
ceive the horrors of a bombardment, without witness- 
ing them : on this very night I saw from twelve to six- 
teen bomb shells in the air together ; and, at the same 
time, from thirty to forty cannon-shots were thrown 
into the town, which destroyed houses, churches, and 
every thing far and near : but what astonished me 
the most were the Congreve rockets, which I had 
never seen fired before, and which, when the rocket 
battery began to play, completely illuminated the air, 
and presented a very grand and curious appearance. 
The rockets had not played more than fifteen minutes, 
before one of the churohes caught fire, and in a little 
time was in a complete blaze. The cannons, mortars, 
and rockets from the land batteries, together with the 
dreadful bombardment from the shipping, continued 
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to play all nighty and did not cease until about two 
o'clock on Monday aftternoon. During this period, 
some of our batteries were so butned, tbat it was found 
necessary to repair them : however, being made o^ 
noting but kids staked down and filled with earth, 
they were soon repaired and put into good condition. 
Soon afterwards the enemy sent a truce, with terms 
of capitulation 5 but these terms were not acceeded to. 
11i«*e was a thorough stillness on both sides during 
the l^bole of the afternoon, and until about twelte' 
o'clock at night, when our battetles <^ned- as they 
had nerer done before, and continued to play upon 
the town for several hours ; but at length the gover- 
nor sent conditions, tod oStteA to surrender, promis- 
ing diat the troopSvUnder his command should, within 
a sfpet^ed time; be marched out of the garrison with 
the hopours' of war | the officers to» retain their 
personal property^ and the soldiers their knapsacks. 
These conditions were accepted by the British com- 
mander 5 and, on the morning c^ the 15th Ai^st, 
Uie British army was put in motion, and assembled on 
the righffi-of thtii town, in order to receive tiie CVench 
' garrison as they marebed out. In a few hbors,.'tfae 
bands and drums of tho enemy saluted our ears,' and 
the enemy themselves soon aftefwieuds appeared with* 
twa pieces of cannon, the goTcmor and generals rid- 
ing at the hcaid of Uidbr men, every one of the latter 
bearing his niu8ket,and the officers their drawn swords, 
the n^imental colours flying at the same timo— a 
si^t alt<^dier exceedingly sublime. They nuffched 
to t^e beach, and there laid down their arms, of 
which we took possession, and put them into the 
military stores. The whole of the French soldiery of 
the garrison were embarked on board a part of the 
fleet^ and sent to England prisoners of war. 
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After Joying ^^mbarked ^e jspfmy, we refnnied to 
our.eamp with ligtil ^earl^^ b|g)ily gratified w^tK onr , 
success in hfl(viiig. ta^eip^ thj^ ^ery ioi^iidable fortifier* 
tk«ij a work^ the eiE^^tipn pf wh4^.h^ |nf^udiiig the . 
labour of buUdJBg :batteHes^ tiM^owing jip trendhes^ 
axid reducing this stmnghold it8fAf» <^?apied us only 
about twelve, dayf(» .; Althou^ close to the gates^ I 
nev^ was in the town.of Jflashiiigj whi<th is situated 
on the nor& bank of the wes^rn Scheldt .<^4 i^JVr* 
rouSEtded by ali^tch ^edr.wiith'.W^er^ t^ Wide 
aad4e^. T^lieraxiiparts w^e a benptifiil uppearanc^^. 
being eoterfd with ^rass j. fautthti h<mm and .bf^^s 
nui^s lodged dismal uidlsed. ' .; ., .. ^ 

The island of Waldier^!&'i9Jpe,.ii|i)es .long, and 
eight broad; the scxil.ifl very fefftile^^piodaeittg aUi^. 
kinds of giaitt, Tegtiatilesi and friiitsf thatfiaise gr<xwi|; 
inBng^nd; but theislaod being loWi is sul^'e^ .t<^ 
frequent iDtandatiQns y indeed tb», eoesny had made «nr 
attempt to Jbod it dKnng the ^riege, but: were fm$^ 
tnited in tiidir dctign. . 

A^Mlift three dap after the snrrend^ri of^JCfoflliilg^ 
the Tegfiaciit.f6mired'order8 tcf mascb to 80u4r.Sev^ 
hM^jmAi accDndin^ly^. prooecfcM thi:ough Middle 
bui^b> whicb is.^e ca]Mtal of^lfliis island^ a^,<me of 
the/mJost'dflighifial/'towns.I e^r saw,.. ewy thing 
a^s^gdeatt and neat, and th6'.hoQs^ ^'^^lops 
being dcttoiated in » very bea«liAtliB4TOelr. I i»>uld* 
i^dcrstand the language of the inhabitants^QhsKa^tasr 
w^ as: tny own, for hundreds ;of their words were^ so 
iie«&to>ouvBin sound. and meatung^^tbat Weeotid Mi 
pos8»>iyinifiiai]^ly:theirs« WeaniTedat»o«rt«in|^laee 
on -the river Sdieldt^ smd were conveyed in boats over 
into'tbe islfind of 6outh Be?feland>^ and took.up our 
quarters in thr^e sniallr Tillages near ^oes, the capital 
of Beveland, where we renjtain^d, about three weeks. 
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Wbilstk^^eie Tjlbges Wt had. it nMi pHoisted.i^r 
st^aliiig 4;wo or thcee afipks> our offiters bdug* Hity: 
sewcttt. in tikis island milk was iriiry ch^: I \m^ 
bought a pftnchebn fiiU of good BBtUk.foT m 4oils> 
eqtijd to-^roe :faiiiaii§i Ei^^h;9ioiiey. . Potatoes, 
oduMO^^ bseadj butl^»<!heeBe» coffee^Ui^MOOP^HoUaiAds; 
and beer^ irere akoTery cheap and plei^liftil: iiidecd» 
thia expedition was altogether mH supj^ed witb. 
provisions and military stoves of every desciiptioii..' 
But> although the array suffered nothing from the- 
want of the necessaiieB of life, yet they soflfinoed gready/ 
in another way ; for, in the beginning of $^^ten|b«r«' 
a dreadfaland fatal disease, being an intenailting/ 
fever and ague, jaokd not uiUike the fen ague, brolbe 
oat amongst them, and sevaral of the men died daily* 
I was amongst the first that were attacked by tld$ 
disease, and laid some days in a bam, without por- 
taldng of ai|y food wh^ver, andwas brooghi so 
exceedingly low, that I was almost insensU^le to any 
thing that was going on amongst my. comrades.' I 
was at length taken to an hospital about three nules. 
distant, where the sick had been collected. in great 
numbers. The .first night of my b^ing th^re, a Ro^ 
man Catholic priest came. to absolve a man .0f our 
reg^ent who was in a dying state, and paid gr«at 
attention to the poor man: after having absolved 
him, he advised us to al|staia from drinking. cold 
water, or eating too much fruity and wje could not 
but respect the good priest for his advice^ 

The horrors of this place caused me in. some tear 
sure to fotget my own compldnt, or nearly so ; ' and 
I thought, to be sure, I must die, if I reinained much 
longer in this dol^l banau The next day the doc* 
tors came round to visit their patients : I and three 
others said we were better,^ but we must have been 
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deeeivddaiid DoMdead by our ferfagg, ' eancited a$ llusy 
ivieife by the tarrible scene aroimd wl The dpQ(0]?9 
tkefefc^re^ovdered.lhAt we shoald be token ia a .wag- 
gon to AQolhtr barn about four miles distaat ; bat ' 
still theris I was. no better, bvU/xaiher woiise^ ^nd 
tho«gh Ikh no pain, yel vas alwafs ld\t and feebly 
wasting away, until my body was. reduced to^.^ 
mere skeleton. At last, an order cwne for the regi- 
ment to march to Tervere, in the north of the island 
of Walcheren : the wagons came, «nd the sick men 
were put into them | at which time I was. so.wea)(» 
that I ooakl not hdp myself. After a tedioas jonmey, 
we arrired at the ferry wliere boats were in readin<»Bs 
to take us over the riwr Seheldt $ in passing which it 
m^ my misfortune to lose my kni^psack, and eyery 
thing belonging me, except an old shirt« From this 
pdnt we soon readied Tervere general hospital, 
which was in a biga church, at the ?ery threshhotd 
of which, as I enitcveil,^ saw the corpses of two sol- 
<£ers lying on the flpor, with their feet uaoovered, 
a sight that made me so sick and iU, that I thought I 
sboidd have bunted* So much was. my mind affect 
by this sad scene, that had I been in the possession 
of a thousand worids, I would have given them at 
liiat moment to have been in any pact of old England* 
We were soon provided with comfortable beds and 
bedding, and^ receiving a proper diet, I began to re- 
cover ; bu^ one afternoon, a man of our regiment 
set about washing his shirt, and three of us io]|)ni- 
dently f<dlowed his example, for which we w«^ se- 
vevely pumshed, every one of us being taken the same 
evening wil^ a relapse of the ague, which continued 
to shake us every day for several weeks* I believ^^ I 
did not eat one pound of bread for eighteea days :. I 
had my senses frequently taken from me, and, un- 
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aoiibtedl7> nrasithii^e bten gvfen up at {NMl-neofwy. 
AtrleogCk orders ou&e Jhr ll»i lick.aien lof W^n-' 
barked fbr -Bttgland : Ihe 4octom'Cflite ilMUiA-to i^ 
lect tilidse wbom ihey^ thodgfafi capable ef 'btoing/rc^ 
moved, and I wasi ona of .tbi munber. . The jojML 
news ii^^ new life into me ; aMd ihe next diy we 
were pat on board a tniinspoff; 'ii^i^ bad been fiMd- 
np fbr the pnrfxMe.: - • r ; ' • • - 

I really w)u jpleaaed to. katc ftfaia plade>. for it mmk- 
dreadfol to'see ChcFipoor.flniikdtyiBig. I bare ito#iii- 
'iime'med'dfe<out ef our ktepital^^ana from imet^i6 
thirty' be iatehed, daily» imd ithediietoQt faoppiiab : 
so that this enemy wm actually -worse . Khan the. 
united Firench: anny, with all Iheir gms^rmofftan^: 
and initniiheBtai tif'xleattk 'pnt togetbeH| ibr'<kur 
ffegintent doit o^ nfaietyin -killed and.tvohnd^ at 
the taking orFhflriimi^^jbittr Hot fha acHndly-deir 
thiyed more tfann tlhiaB-rhnkdiM of oar have aM 
weli-disci^HiM comi a i fe s/'bferiltes leanng 4 great' 
number more in such a state as made thcsnr for ever 
nhSi \foT servite agahi. • i never knfl#( what 'disease 
wat, bntil I had theFRnUng^skklM^whkbi mai 
- ill- twelve months; I« w«a the ppbdoair'ol.inadical' 
'men, that those who* were '^Mdckl by this 'disorder 
wotdd never recovti^ or he itotwdl? ai»thayihai been 
'hMrt'i ^Is mights the ease' if laifeiDeliBBtatees.^i 
' buliikaiiy df ^Hir JheU' fceolieled/ aaidjaf farwi ^a 'fami * 
cd tlurough-the:fat^;ues'o£fwariiA«i|^haviig.oiiadfl^'[ri» 
siokness. ' . -• - ri^.-r I *'U '.\ '-'- \ ''i'f ro , ■; .: f: 
. We lay. at anchor in ^.hhrhour abkmttbiea da^; : 
bat the htot of the tmmpm, hmog^cnmifti^Mk. 
men, had a^bad tefleot oik lift ; thowever, tile thought of 
' owe Adr&'AedngW native, JatMlfOsMod-.tiaritOrpat. 
np with every inoonvfnojtfiiee. eheimfiiily sAkL iwniaiiitrt 
edly. 
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• {M«oat^tlie']0^Oetdber ifew«%hed anchor &nd> 
1cft^«W illattdT^f Waldhereii. On ear paastge no-' 
tlnoy trhBaffcabte oecatteL One of my conliaaes^ 
dM/|uid1'was'pfwot.%lientl«Bi«^^ service^was' 
cbfid/qTCV 2iim]f in ^hich, 'inttcad o£ nyuig, '^We. 
tkeraftire comnStkis body ioll£tt: gnawid;* it: was^ 
'^We: tfwmfofe oommit hit bodjrto the dcep.V When 
. the corpse was lowered into the sea, I> had some of 
the-'iflbst ftnpleaaani and nnoonlfortaMe feelings • im- 
flighiable; and was bo itiaidkaffiwled^ that! thon^t I 
shtMddonever lode up agate, t He ^^vas- ioolf about 
tMUiy yeaxs of age t Mrhat::n9ust . himi'been .tiie an* 
gnftfa^ofliia paor iDotibeBy adieh ; Ae heaisA the dis*- 
tmimkag TifmBikhut bet aooiwat ao .mbnrl Bat I. 
fbfbear'&irtbBrejq^iRSSisos iif c>tenttDiseffBti0D*£aa^ this 
tifeaty Ji^deh .' was • only .one* amongst Choiisanda ' cf ' 
osiers ibat'worii 3Rdin|^\th^:|iedte lof^faients :and 
widaws llto'iauaiMy ide^riwdliof tbeir eons, and 
faaidbaBidBftrisvief. <Hi*!''t1|ehociorsaAd'devastatidii9 
o£.war^wlmi!thalt they havd' anted!: . ^ ( . 
^^kcbti^MmMtim^iS^ Mthin sight of Ei^kdld, 
ihaia^Bai awdiiliJiiiKfiil Jiind of oar hbnei, and to*. 
watda^'avteiai^iidippped aDahoi* oppositer;Dovcr> ilir 
Eakit^ i.'fidw vdntfoictiiifei'Wiefet toj ^eMng^ under 
the ill ita< iaaij f tliati % Jbad^ eifce moie nachtd aiyna»r 
tiiwa Aoieea ! v: ^ k u f i seataeiy » driiad my eyes darBbf*^ 
thaqf gfaty ap> liia ii wi n t^qi the 4»iiitfcit wish ot^id«aaf 
th«a^^Bisad'€faiidgii^myr;iaaid aa jt dwelt, ar>«M»^ 
times^ on the pleasnre that I was now abont .lo.reap 
11^ the sooikyof aniyiiaihli^ei litt home, aady. at btli^s^ 
oiirilhei«(kMe8'of''^d^fli«ife and idanger which I and nny^ 
cbn^teimttl in anni had iMttk e^-wicliMSsa»a^ jndf 
aibtc^'iin/' dmteg) tha-lateritepedltioi^ to^WMbetea. 
Iitf thl^'inoiaAiig t«^ dSseidbari^ «6>]d<tu' 

▼cr castle^ and to(^ up oar quarters in the barraciii;> 
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whidk i^nP^ifvd like a palace, to <vriHit wfe had 
ao c HstoBucd duffao^ Aie laal.fOar moolh^ and.6oiii 
ibe lime -of out iQatiogBraboliinileae to dua periods 



, ' ^ 'CHAl;. V. 

By thif tii»Q»«I.lllMlrttoarawd ^ideal of nqr •Mnftb, 
and tlielip£m'MutQM4|> ^*4(hift oppiortaimty of viddng 
the aiicipiift.'aaiUe;«ild :vori» iwf thk foftifiisadoiu 
The jbwr»ckdii»» rayiiMftiof ijgomailwg Oive tlioitaaiii 
lag^^'wMi e. « a i B cto1 qiWQlil^^irtniiioiiAad^tanw^ 
for a «eTen year^! finegv^. <Jn lUd ffbof^ttfendt Hhe ca« 
kfantid <)imn tAlMM^il HQ^^vkoit, aicalifiaii wUdb; 
it is aaid, WQiiU giuay a: IwU' &M0 IJ^oflrer; ta Calais 
twentir-OB^ I9)i|e9»: : W^eOi^ ttia «lat«m«li^ be tiMe te 
fiilse I caanot sa;.} tet Mb l^vmr, tbal i& « aborit 
twau^-^iiir Jee^i lqi«^»att4 'wiU ^savry « jntte<fo<iiia 
ball s. at fre90tt% lli ja. i^/ioAMh irtatO) Aat it caDBdl 
beibed* Fi^(m:«tha!ca|tte "Vfc tad^^adnr.^wi^ 
]^^!Wi«e^*v9!hlcb4%9o|i HMr^tbM tmrftft^iia.imlea ofl^ 
aBMt ftw W .^f^im/l<^ lttw=^iMflr,.th(e:diataai*e:M 
moie.^fui ain^teea aiMa8.«-nDofar aoolMiia ajrapkili^ 
tiim atbosn sbLtaeti te^iflbia^D thiwntiMl kdifbitatataj 
aE4 h tbe >cp9ft^nt ,i)e^i^ j^f^Eia^^ 
vqpaanpg to t^id jpraia ef^ fwfft of tibw aontifieat^biift 
€|qMBaiaU7;M>^ ?! : 

Aboot tbe 20th «a oi^r^4Mi«.f«r ^HvrieaMal to 

first: day F« ieacj^e4. JfoUutoi^jr tlM^ aeooifd* H^tha-r 
ta^. ^ tbe tjjM» ifev a^yiBd.Ht tb0 |MeeMj^.f»id; 
b^)j^ Tj}la^ lolj rA#oui^j|)^9% if*W| ^e weW: 
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keuftilf wekomed hj tbe officers • and soktiefft of th<r 
dq)6t. We were pat into comforteUe bamdLs^ snd 
in. evayreq>eDti««ll taken care of ; tfior «kt this iisie 
we were looked upon as something more than those 
who had staid at home. On the 25th we celebrated 
the jnbilee of the accession of George III.^ every man 
receiving half-aF<;rown in advance to help him to ke^ 
the festival : it was a day of great rejoicing with us, 
and while we amused ourselves in recounting the 
numerous incidents of the expedition to Flushing, I 
even began to- tliink' ibat wf ^uftrtng» w^ over ; 
ht£ indeed l^eyhad soaieeiy^begmi^ £sr,on tlie 2§tb 
ofOctoberlhadatdaiisettf the disease. The ague 
astaeked me etety day; my apfk^'left me^ and 1 lay 
four days in ifaie b^rmck-room muMe topaifake tff 
food, sometimes^-shalan^ witb cbld^ and ai oAers 
b«mung with fever aUd'beat^ witlli^ pdWei* ta raisie 
my head, br to Hft niyiself id my bed. On the eveni^Ag 
of the fourth daf I Was removed to the hbspdal of 
Bnibonrnfees, Whefe tlie sick of thi 71st, 85th^, ^aiid 
68ih regiments were oftetided by^medhtiil oSMrs: 
tile doctor who Attended t^ouv'Wiml belonged to^t^ 
Royai^ South Linobln MSlitifa. '^In'this doleful pbcte 
I was 'confined by siok&ess fen' a considerable time. 
The sick men from VfasMing^cOblSniied 16 arrive, ns- 
lil'the*ho^ital was crowded' wilh ^fttients belonging 
to the dirise regiments idbdte mentioned. Death b€^ 
^«a to make its* way ^amongst us : three oot 'of onr 
ward were no more, aiid X was given up by aH lite 
medical men in the hospital ; %M for ihy own part, I 
certainly eapectedto hate gone the way of all flesh j 
but, as the last resoniteef; the doctor presMbed for me 
one pint of port wine per 'day, and at this time, too, 
arfack wocdd hate it,Wy goodfHendsat Loufh sent 
mt A'snudi present in cash, whi^ helped me greatly. 
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90 tbftt I began to recover, aiidt)n tb^ 20tb quitted tbe 
hospital and' jmned tbe .dep6t. I bad not^ bovever, 
lyeen long tbere^ before I was oikiered toiitlend the 
funend of one of onr regiment as a bearer, and bad to 
Insist in carrying tbe corpse above' a tftile ; and, ob ! 
liow miserable were my reflections : no one to sbed a 
4ear of pity, or to beave a »gb over the poor dead 
taian ! I felt, but could not weep, because things of 
ibis kind were so frequently taking place, especially 
nt tlus ^tal period, that I bad learnt to look upoA 
tbem with dry eyes. About this Ume 1 apj^ed to tbe 
commasiding office for a forlougb, saying, that my 
own country air might. do me good -, and, having ob- 
tained leave of absence i^ forty-two days, and received 
my money, started on my way, but bad no sooner 
i!eBcbed Asbford, than my old cdfaiplaint, tbe ague, 
retnmed, and gave* me a terrible shaking at tbe can* 
4een of the barracks there. Having nothing but my 
old clothing on my person, I was ashamed to call at res- 
pectable bouses for lodgings ; I therefore, after my fit 
was- over, proceeded to a small village two miles dis- 
tant, and took up my quarters at the sign of tbe 
Coach and Horses, but continued to be very unwell 
daring tbe n|ght. The next morning I took coach 
for London^ but, before we reached Maidstone, a 
severe fit of tbe ague beset me, whereupon a lady 
prevailed with tbe coachman to allow me to get inade, 
andj after I bed taken my seat there, kindly ofiered 
me brandy. After passing abother dreadful night, I 
next morning took a place, by mistake, in the Stilton, 
instead of the Boston, coach. This day again tbe 
ague visited me, and gave me a desperate shaking 
during tbe journey; but some gentlemen put me in- 
- side, and behaved exceedingly well to me. They asked 
me several questions relative to tbe late expedition, and 
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I foiind that one of ,t)iem,wM a captfikx of a tiansporty 
haying beea engfiged in canying troops and stores to 
and from iFlushlng: he/i9a$ reniiaifiably kind to mes. 
At one in tlie n^qraipg we* am¥ed. at Stilton : the 
horses were in^inedic^y changed^ and the coach started 
for Stamford; hut in consequence of my mistake I 
coald proceed po farther in this oonveyalice. The 
n^ght was extremely cold and stormy^ find I i^ovJd 
gladly have laid myself down in a stable ; but finding 
f^.the dpors closed^ I enteiied the Angel Inn yard, and, 
foi^ want of a better berth, c^ned^be door of one of 
the chaises there 5 I stepf)ed in, and, palling np ^te 
lylndowsj laid down in thebodyof the ]6haise» in which 
l^tnation, packed.and roiled ap, though my limbs wdre, 
(ike a salmon in a kit, in not the taost easy posinre in 
the worjd, I slept well until eight o'clock, when I 
ronsed myself, and letting down the window, and 
pppping my head out, inquired what o'dock it was. 
" I will clock you, you rascal!" exclaimed one of .the 
ostlers. Looking very steadfastly at him, '* Yes, and 
I will make some of you smart for leanng me in the 
street, exposed in the rain and cold," answertsd I -, and 
immediately got out of the chaise* My answer was 
in an unexpected tone, and none of the ostlers da^ed 
to say another word. I then repaired to the sign of 
the Wheat Sheaf, and ordered breakfast ; and there a 
woman, moved with a sight of my condition, ^ve me 
a shilling, saying, that her husband wasf in the army» 
The same day, at Norman-cross barracks, the .place 
where the French prisoners were confined, the driver 
of a provision-wa^on, which was coming out of the 
barrack-yard as I passed, allowed me to ride to Peter- 
borough with him, not charging me any t^ng., This 
Was the first day of my journey in which I had uot a 
fit of the ague. On (his and the suq^ediog days I 
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passed throtigh SpaldiQg and S|wines^ead> partly on 
foot, and partly by waggon^ not without yieeting witli 
p:iany difficulties pn the roa^. From Swineshetid^ the 
next moroing I 9t/^xt^^ £oj^ I^ngret F^nry, and arrived 
there after a severe march of six miles on a road so 
g8x;eedingly.badj, that I.stuqk. fast in the clay and mire 
^yeral. tijnp ; .being ve^^y weak^ it was with the great- 
est difficulty J weathered through. 

Fi^^ii)g good; (j[ua|>ters at an iixn there^ ai^d being 
y^ry^jiijf^d, l^ t^nght^I cpuU not do, better than re- 
n^aiiji du^p^.the jii^ht a4; so hospitable a house: al) 
jthf 9Qn>pfiDy took noti^^ pf ,noie, and offered me drink. 
One person asked ^i '^hether I had not a brother 
csJii^i ^'IfiUiapa. Green ?^..,aijd ^eing. answered in the 
a^mai^ve^. ''I kpow,hin^ very well," said he, /'and, 
fpr.his s^ke, v^U see that you. do not want for any thing 
during your stay in this place.'* Indeed^ such was the 
kjindness oif ^.company, that some of them got to 
fighting on 4ny ac^connt -, fpr having quitted my seat 
for a mon^ient, a person took possession of it during 
;ny absence^ and another of the.copipany quarrelled 
^ith the intruder, and fought him for in^posing upon 
u, poor and sick soldier. • The landlord would not 
even draw any more ale for the man, because he con- 
q4^e4 J l^ad been ill used by him. I^ot a good sup- 
per, slept ia a gpod bed, and partook of a good 
brieakfast.^ after which I started for Uorncastle, the 
landlord putting me into the best road. . He w:ould 
not take any, thing for my supper, bed, or breakfast 5 
but sent me o;ff, wishing me well home to my friends. 

I travelled slowly along the bank of the Witham, 
and ^rriye4 at Dogdike about nooa: the hostess was 
so kind that she gave me my dinner : the company in 
this place also were kind unto me. An old man, who 
was full of his quirks and catches, said, he would keep 



y Google 



48 

me a fortnight upon roast beef and ale if I would go 
witH him. I gave the old gentleman such answers to 
his questions as highly delighted the company; so 
that they would have given me any thing whilst I 
remained amongst them. 

Leaving this place^ I proceeded to Coningsby aiid 
Homcastle ; and in visits amongst friends at those two 
towns spent twelve days more : and then^ with high 
expectations, wejit forward to Louth. As soon as I 
reached the top of Calkwell Hill^ and got a glahce of 
the lofty spire of Louth churchy my feelings were 
such that I cannot describe them 3 and surely none 
but those who have been in like circumstances can 
imagine how delighted I was* once more to see (what 
I may consider) tny native place. My heart beat^ my 
feelings ran high^ and it was with difficulty I contain- 
ed myself: I thought of this and the other acquain- 
tance ; but most of my grandmother^ widow Cuthbert 3 
and my aunt^ Ann Green : these were my piincipal 
friends^ to whom I looked for help and assistance 5 
indeed I could rely with confidence on both these 
sources for every assistance I wanted in this time of 
need and necessity. Oh! with what transports of 
joy did I think of my friends and relations ! I thought^ 
to see them and to enjoy their society would make me 
completely happy. It will not be wondered that I 
should have had these acute feelings^ when we take 
into account my age^ being only nineteen^ and being 
so afflicted and broken down by the Flushing sickness. 

At length 1 arrived at the end of the town, and 
was so eager to see my friends^ that I knew not whom 
to visit first ; but my affection led me to the Quarry. 
The moment I entered the house, my grandmother 
made me heartily welcome 3 and I really felt that I 
was at home. She soon got me some refreshment : 



y Google 



49 

i^^r I h^d partaken of it, I went down^ ill as I was^ 
iato the towa, and visited all my relations^ and then 
returned to the Quarry^ and perhaps for the first time 
knew the delightful pleasures of home. I retired to 
rest and slept soundly^ not having the dreadful roar 
of the cannon of Flushing to disturb me, nor the 
moans of the djring soldiers in the hospitals to har- 
row up my feelings : no, all was peace. I had no 
father or mother, or my feelings might have been 
different j but, as it was, I had as much rejoicing in 
my mind over my relatives as though they had been 
nearer to me ^ and I shall for ever have to acknow- 
ledge their goodness and kindness to me, who had 
merited nothing from them but their displeasure. 
Even my old master Foggitt did not slight me, but 
behaved very kindly 3 as did several of my old 
shop -mates. 

As the expiration of my furlough approached, al- 
though I had obtained an addition to it of thirty-one 
days, in consequence of another severe attack of the 
ague, yet so much were my feelings alienated from 
war-like adventures, partly by the sweets of home, 
now dearer to me than ever, and more than all by 
my reflections on the scenes of the Flushing expedi- 
tion, and the sufferings I had undergone in the 
hospital, which were now constantly rushing on my 
mind, that I dreaded the time of my departure again. 
At length the last day came, and I almost repented hav- 
ing come home at all. Various were the unhappy feel- 
ings which passed in my mind through the day, but 
more so during the night. The morning came : I 
arose with unpleasant sensations, and repaired to the 
town to take leave of my friends, thinking I should 
never see them again, both my grandmother and my 
aunt being above eighty years of age. Oh ! with what 
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reluctance did I leave my friends^ and the delightful 
town of Louth ! I looked behind me several times, 
and said in my mind^ I shall ne?er visit it again. 



CHAP. VI. 

I jLBRivED at Homcastle about two o'clock. My 
friends there would have me remain a few days with 
them, for which purpose my leave of absence was 
prolonged eight days more; at the expiration of 
which I left Homcastle^ called at Coningsby^ and 
then proceeded to Boston^ to pay a visit to my bro- 
ther. After spending a few happy days with him, 
I left Boston, in order to join my regiment, then lay- 
ing at Braboumlees barracks. The first day I reach- 
ed Deeping ; the second, Stilton -, and on the fourth^ 
London ; I passed through^ and took up my quarters 
at Newcross. Next morning I started for Maidstone, 
but was taken ill of the ague at a village on the road, 
and was obliged to go to bed, being so exceedingly iU 
that I was alarmed lest my old complaint should 
return : but the next morning I was able to march, 
and passing through Maidstone^ took up my quarters 
at Lenham 5 and on the following day arrived at 
Ashford, which is only five miles from Brabournlees ; 
and the next ^morning, after purchasing several ne- 
cessaries, joined my regiment. 

I left the army at Tervere, in the island of 
Walcheren, at the period when the fever was most fa- 
tal. The 68th regiment was completely altered, nearly 
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four hundred having died of the disease, besides what 
were killed and wounded at the siege and bombard- 
ment of Flushing ^ and at this time several of the 
men were in the hospital very ill of the ague^ and 
many deaths occurred. Notwithstanding the mor- 
tality which had taken place, I found several of my 
old comrades, who were ready to join my company 5 
and I was really glad to see those again who had 
been my companions in the fatigues of war. 

The regiment remained at Brabournlees until the 
month of March, when we were ordered to Hythe, 
distant only seven miles. The barracks stand on a 
very high hill, whence we had a view into France, 
which could be seen very well in clear weather. The 
troops lying at this place were as follows : the 68th, 
second battalion of the 95th Rifle Corps, the Devon- 
shire Militia, and the Royal Staff Corps, whose bar- 
racks were like a palace. The brigade was under the 
command of a general who was uncommonly strict : 
on one occasion he confined the whole of the three 
regiments to their barracks, ordering a piquet of 
twenty-one men from each regiment to patrol the 
streets and neighbourhood of Hythe every hour, and 
to take up every soldier who dared to leave the bar-* 
racks, or disobey the general's orders. 

About this time we had a grand field-day on 
the heights near Sandgate : the troops present were 
the 68th, 95 th, the Devonshire Militia, a regiment 
which lay in the Cliff barracks, and the 85 th, which 
had marched from Brabournlees, ten miles, in heavy 
marching order, hundreds of them probably not hav- 
ing broken their fast. We then fought a sham 
engagement, and manoeuvred several hours 5 after 
which we marched to our respective barracks. The 
85th regiment must have suffered greatly during the 
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excessive fatignes of the day: our regiment had no 
knapsacks^ and had only three miles to march home 5 
yet we were nearly exhausted. What then must 
have been their condition who had marched twenty 
miles^ and gone through the manoeuvres of a field- 
day, many of them fasting until evening. 

Whibt we laid at Hythe, our bugle-major died of 
the Walcheren sickness, and over him was held what 
is called -an Iiish wake. To me it appeared so ri- 
diculous, that I know not how to reconcile it to 
reason and religion. I belonged to the same com- 
pany as the deceased, and lived in the same room : 
he was a married man, and died in his barrack-room, 
a thing not common in the regular army; but he 
and his wife being favourites, were allowed the pri- 
vilege of remaining in the barrack-room during his 
illness. The wake lasted two nights, on which oc- 
casion. We had much smoking and drinking, different 
Irish games were played, and tales were told, and 
thus the nights were spent : there was no restraint 
whatever, so that the wake resembled a wedding 
rather than any thing else. The bugle-major was a 
very promising young man, and was respected by all 
who knew him : his wife's father was a native of 
Bourn in this county, and had been in the 68th above 
thirty years. 

About the 9th April an express arrived with orders 
for the regiment to be in readiness to march at a 
moment's notice to London, to quell the disturbance 
occasioned by the committal of Sir Francis Burdett to 
the Tower. Every man received flints, and ammuni- 
tion was in readiness to be served out : we were kept 
in suspense three days, not daring to leave the 
barracks for more than twenty minutes together. 
Several regiments near London were put in motion ; 
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but we being sixty-eight miles from the Metropoli8> 
never left our barracks. 

Nothing of importance happened to the regiinent 
for a considerable time. A circumstance^ however, 
transpired, which I must not omit to relate : one of 
the captains kept a mistress, who, for some error in 
her conduct, was turned off: the result was most 
painful ; for the poor creature put an end to her ex- 
istence, by taking poison. She was not more than 
twenty years of age, and most probably had been 
seduced from her. friends in London. The jury 
brought in a verdict of lunacy, and she was buried in 
Hythe church-yard, pitied by all who knew her : 
tlius perished this beautiful young /e;nale in the. 
bloom of life. ... 

About this period government gave orders that a 
school should be established in ^ch regiment, for 
the laudable purpose of teaching the young men and 
soldiers' children to read- and write, allowiug. ten . 
jKnmds, a-year to the master. Into this school I 
ente^red^ and: in a little time wa^ reokoui^d the first 
scholar in it : the colonel allowed us th^. whole of each 
afternoon to improve in reading, writings &c. I 
took great delight ii^ this epiployment^ and I only 
regret .that the school did not commence sooner* 
I am, , however, greatly indebted to this valuable 
measure of our then excellent Commander in Chief, 
l)i$ late Royal Highness the Duke of York. . 

In September, Major Thompson parted with his 
servant . in . consequence of a disagreement. My 
steady conduct, and attention to the school^ induced 
the major to select me to be his successor. I apolo-* 
gized, saying, "I have never been a servant, nor am 
I at all acquainted with the duty you wUI require 
from me." '' Never rnin^ that,'' said he 5 "Hike you 
d3 
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tbe better for it ; I will teach you myself." I aocar<I- 
ingly went with him : he then gave me the keys, 
and I waited upon him and his partner at dinner* 
I have stated before that the mi^or had lost one arm 5 
so that I had to be in constant attendance^ for he 
could neither dress nor undress without assistance. 
Whilst with him^ I had the greatest plenty of every 
things and was never more happy or contented in my 
life : the major was a man of honor and principle^ 
and delighted to see me comfortable^ for which rea- 
son he gave me a beautiful suit of clothes^ a great 
coat worth five pounds^ with several other neces- 
saries, and liberty to read the books pf the circulating^ 
library : even when he was on leave of absence, I 
had the same privilege allowed me. 

About the 26th November, 1810, it began to be re-> 
ported that we were soon to embark for Spain, and 
in December we received a route for that purpose. 
The first day we marched to Rye, our baggage and 
men being conveyed part of the way^ in boats on the 
new royal canal. I was quartered at the head inn, 
but my master went forward to the next stage: 
the steond day we- arrived at Battle, after march- 
ing through rain and storm nearly all the day, 
the poor women and children on the baggage-wag- 
gons being almost lost. The third day we reach- 
ed Hailsham ; the fourth, Lewes -, and on the fifth. 
Little Hampton. Three companies were sent to 
Arundel, two to Bognor, and five remained at Little 
Hampton, the head quarters of the regiment. Colon^ 
Johnson being on leave of absence, the command 
devolved upon my master. I suppose it was intended 
that we should have gone forward to Portsmouth, and 
embarked 5 but some delay took place, so that we 
halted in this beautiful part of the county of Sussex. 
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•^Little Hampton is a sea-port and watering place^ 
containing several good buildings^ and excellent ac- 
commodations for sea batbers : tbe barracks were 
yery comfortable^ and would contain about four bun- 
dred men : bere we spent tbe Cbristmas of 1810. 

About tbis time a very serious afiray took place 
between tbe inbabitants of Arundel and a few men 
belonging to tbe detacbment of our regiment sta- 
tioned tbere. Several young men were in tbe con- 
stant habit of insulting tbe officers as tbey passed 
along tbe streets : being determined to resent tbese 
xepeated insults, tbe officers took along witb tbem^ on 
a night agreed upon^ a sergeant and several privates, 
and, dashing into the town, commenced hostilities : 
tbe >officers and men being armed with heavy sticks, 
kad on all they met; so that in a few minutes all 
was ctismay and confusion. At length tbe volunteers 
being called out, and furnished with ammunition, 
commenced a brisk fire upon the assailants, and drove 
them to their quarters : after which the captain of tbe 
volunteers lef^ a strong piquet to watch and guard 
thei town. All tbe soldiers in tbe barracks were en- 
tirely ignorant of what had taken place, except the 
parties concerned in the outrage. In the morning 
tbe police officers were sent to the barracks, to dis- 
cover the offenders : tbe commanding officer gave 
them all the assistance in his power ; and tbe result 
was, that a captain, two lieutenants, and a sergeant, 
were taken and lodged in Horsham gaol : after a few 
days, however, tbe officers were admitted to bail ^ but 
the sergeant remained in confinement. 

In tbe month of February, 1811, having received 
a route for Lewes, we marched by tbe way of Shore- 
bam and Brighton, and arriving at Lewes, were 
4^rtered in the barracks at tbe west end of tbe toiwn. 



y Google 



56 

About this time liberty being gi'pen bo the iftifiUa to 
volunteer into the regular army, weltafade ^^ev^ral tt«^ 
tempts to get our regiment filkd up, by sendin^Mdft^ 
cers to the different militia regiments to recttiit.for 
us. My master went to Portamouth/ but ti^eir with 
little or no success 5 for as the militia there had scMne 
idea that we were on the eVe cf g«)ifig tt> iSpdid 
and PortQg;al^ "the major retmrfied without a t\n^ 
volunteer. 

One day we had a particular parade^ with the locks 
of our muskets in oiur hands ; all the oSicevs* sefirnnb 
were ordered to attend : my lock not b^g o^r k^n, 
i^e majbr^ to' show his impaHiality^ drJlered ni«'tfifee 
days* drill ^ but the next day^ beih^ Sattirday, I took 
<»re to whiten the Windows a^fittlebefei^ dnli^^iifie'} 
whein the bugle sounded l^left them a^ ttey w^r^, kod 
ran for my innsket : -the inkjer met m^ M X wa» 
coming out of Ihe'ldteheb-^ ftnjoi^ei^ed nbe'-lftackt 96 
Aiat by Chese iifiefftts I'gotrick^ 4itf 4liellli^ 
much' detected. * ' . • : 

The regiment had likyw <jk)i»fp^telf recivei^ 
the shodk which It feceivedin th^ isieiid of.'Wafehe* 
J«n J every week recroks j^nieNl ns from theiu>r|h of 
England, and different parts oiP Scotland and Indaad^' 
also draughts froiii several iiElilitiar^ittBenta) so that 
we were now about eight hutdred and fifty strongs 
most of us from eighteen to thirty years of age. - .<. 

By this time the regiment had* attained to a 
high state of discipline and mlHtary order, and ali 
our arms and accoutrements were in excelienfi 42xm«' 
dltion. Colonel Johnson was also very strict in 
the inspection of our necessaries, especiaUy our 
shoes, shirts, brushes, &c. Every man had, bt, 
should have had, two spare shirts, two paii^ of gc«6d 
shoes, two pair of stockings or socks, three bnish^sv 
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one razor and soap box^ one screw driver and worm, 
two pair of gaiters, and one great coat^ with several 
other smaller things^. In short, every preparation 
was made in order to be ready whenever the govern-^ 
ment called for. our services, which call was expected 
every day. At length the general commanding the 
district came to review us j after which he made his 
report to the war-office that we were fit for actual 
service, and in a few days we expected the route. In. 
this we were not disappointed, for on Sunday the 2nd 
of ..June, 1811, the ronte arrived for our march to, 
and embarkation at, Portsmouth, with as little dels^ 
as possible. 

My master having lost his right arm at Flushing,^ 
was appointed to command the regimental dep6t, and 
l^icpected to remain with him : indeed, he told me he 
would keep me if possible ; so that I confidently ex- 
pected to stay in England : but the major failed in 
his endeavours to retain me. Being young and 
healthy, and fit for service, the colonel insisted that 
I should go to Spain and Portugal, so that no argu- 
ments produced by the major in my favour could turn 
the colonel from his purpose, and I was ultimately 
compelled to go with the regiment. 

In the evening my master told me what had passed 
between himself and the colonel : ''but," said he, "if 
you return to England, I will have you again." On the 
3rd, Mr. Risdale the surgeon, and Lieut. M'Kay, 
were invited to our house, to take a parting glass with 
the major, who gave me an excellent character to these 
gentlemen, saying, he had never been better suited in 
his life. He also gave orders to these officers, that if 
I should be in need of money whilst in the peninsula, 
they were to let me have it, and place it to his ac- 
count. When I went into the major's room, *' Now, , 
i>5 
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Green/' said be^ " if there is any thing in my house 
which you need^ you may have it with pleasure.'* He 
urged me to take a shirt or two : I refused, sayings I 
was obliged to him for his goodness. He then gave 
me twenty shillings to buy tea, sugar, or any thing 
else that I might want for the voyage 5 again promis- 
ing, should I return, he would be n|y friend. 

After finishing my work, and bidding my mistress 
farewell, I left the room, with a heart as full as pos- 
sible, and retired into the kitchen in the greatest sor- 
row of mind. The major followed me, and taking 
me by the hand in a most affectionate manner, con- 
soled me. We then parted j and so coippletely was 
I overcome by the major's kindness that I was bathed 
in tears : he was himself much affected, having some- 
thing to do to keep dovm his feeUngs. Indeed, the 
kindness of Major Thompson was very great^ and I 
shall ever remember him with grateful respect. I 
retired to rest with these uncomfortable feelings, but 
was aroused at half-past three o clock by the sound of 
the bugle. I arose immediately, and, after adjusting 
my knapsack, joined my company, when the regiment 
moved off towards Brighton. 



CHAP. VIT. 

The first day we marched to Shoreham : it being 
the king's birth-day, there was great rejoicing in se- 
Teral towns through which We passed ; but I could 
not help reflecting that many of us were marching to 
our death-day. The next day we arrived at Arundel, 
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\h6 town at which we had the affray with the inha- 
bitants^ but n6 disturbance took pkce on the occasion. 
On the 7th we reached the city of Chichester, and on 
the 8th arrived at Portsmouth, marched down to the 
point, and embarked without having a moment's li- 
berty to leave the ranks ; which seemed hard, as wc 
wanted several necessaries for the voyage. Nothing 
happened worth notice until the 18th June, when we 
weighed anchor, and set sail for Portugal : about 
three o'clock in the afitemoon we passed the Needles, 
and got into the British Channel. The Needles, so 
called, is a very narrow passage of the sea between 
the Isle of Wight and Hampshire : so narrow is the 
passage, and so high some of the rocks, that to a 
stranger it appears dangerous. We sailed along the 
coast of Dorsetshire, Devonshire, and Cornwall, until 
the 21st June, when we altered our course south- 
west by south, and soon reached the Bay of Biscay, 
which we knew by the mighty swell of its waters, for 
Che waves were so large that the ships disappeared for 
several seconds of time together, and then rose to the 
summit of the waves with all the majesty and grand- 
eur imaginable : no persons can conceive the awful 
effect without they saw it. Our vessel, the Amphi' 
trite, stood it very well : we had a good stiff breeze 
of fieivourable wind, so that we glided along the 
trackless deep, though, by the bye, many of us were 
very sick j for when the vessel had gained the sum- 
mit of the wave, down she went as though she would 
not have stopped until she had reached the bottom ^ 
up she started, and then rolled and staggered along. 
On the 2<5th we pame in sight of the north-west 
point of Spain, called Cape Finisterre. We now be- 
gan to think of our ^rmy in that country, especially 
as we were about joining them* 
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We continued onr course until the 27ih, ten the' 
hioraing of which we discovered the rocks of Lisbon^ 
a few leagues a-head. About ten o'clock, a smart 
breeze springing up, and receiving a pilot 6ti boanl,' 
we were wafted into the Tagus, one of the fin^t rivers 
in Europe. We passed Belfem, the key fbrt of thir 
river^ and sailed until we reached that part 4if tlie 
river opposite the Black-Horse S^fiore, Where w* 
dropped anchor in deep water, and within pisfcol-shofr 
of Lisbon, the capital of the kingdom of Portugal* 
This is a very commodious harbour, latge enough IK» 
contain several hundreds of ships erf any burden j in- 
deed, at this period, one of our three-deckers lay 
within one hundred yards of the shore. 

28th. This morning we landed, and marched td 
St. Domingo Convent, the habitation of monks and 
friars : it was spacious, and divided into small apart<^ 
ments 5 we had neither beds nor blankets, having to 
lie on the convent floor in our great coats, -fliese 
were our first quarters : although indifferent, they 
were palaces, compared with' what We had in differ* 
ent parts of these kingdoms. 

The city of Lisbon is situated on the north bank 
of the Tagus ; the old city, which was swallowed up 
by an earthquake in the year 1755, stood on the south 
or opposite bank of this river. At present there are 
several houses, and some traffic carried on there j but 
it is nothing to New Lisbon, which reaches about 
three miles in length and nearly two in breadth in the 
broadest part. It contains some viery handsome 
houses, squares, and churches, some of which are de* 
corated with images of gold and silver, wrought with 
precious stones. Whilst at this place I saw the pro- 
cession of the Host ; the people in all directions took 
off their hats, but others that were more pious went 
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dbwD^ on thiii knees. Oa one oaeuum I neglected 
to toke off mj «Ap» which wa&Jiofticed hy one of the' 
peasimts^' who ^accosted me with '^JLfa!' bnitti! Ah! 
bmUi !" 'nseftning, in English^ Ihait I was a brate. 
- Whiktin tbese'Countries^ I haire often known seme 
of tlie Boioea eatboltcs,^ while coaatmg their beads in 
tiie- evening, i^id vepeating certain prayers and are* 
tiMHriAs> if anyhtde tiling pot them out of their Way 
durifig^hese exercises, tkef wocdd rise ap in the greats 
est paission^ cnrsing and swearing, and using other 
ifBLim>per language j which loolied worse, in my new, 
liian the mere nominal Christian of Ei^land ; for few 
indeed, however bad, would curse and pray with the 
same breath. 3ut wbat astonkhed me liie most, 
was, that these people, who were ever boasting of .the 
sanctity of their reUgion, should pay so \iti^ regard 
to the sabbath, more than going to mass^ &c. 
* But to return. There are in this city two streets 
nearly eight hundred yards long $ one of them is oc-» 
envied clnefly by goldsmiths, the other by silversinichs 
and those who are employed in grinjding diamfodds 
and other precious stones to fix into rings, cmeil9xef, 
and other ornaments. There is also in one lof ^ 
^uares a large and beautiful statue, the eyes of which 
were, as I have been informed, valued at from two to 
three millions sterling : they were two diamonds of 
a prodigious size : the Portuguese offered a very great 
sum to the French not to molest them ; but they took 
the money, and the eyes too, and would have taken 
the beautiful statue, which was solid copper, but 
something or other prevented them. 

We remained at Lisbon only seven days, having 
received a route to join Lord Wellington, then lying 
in the province of Estremadura, near the fortified town 
of Elvas. On the morning of the 5th July we formed 
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in order to Buuch^ and mOTed off rigkt in fironff 
through the city to the quay side^ where the regi- 
ment was embarked on board a number of transport 
boats, which were to cany us up the river as far as 
a small village called Villada. We had sails to the 
boats, but it being a calm, we wore forced to take to 
the oars. In the boat to which I belonged I acciden- 
tally met wiUi a man named Parker, who also came 
imm Louth : no person can imagine how pleased I 
was with the man, because he was a fellow-country-* 
man; but I could not understand at that time to 
what j^Bunily of the Parker's he belonged j I know 
very well now, and have sinoe heard that the poor 
fellow was drowned while engaged in the transport 
service. 

We sttied very pleasantly up the Tagus for about 
fourteen miles : we then got into a wrong current, 
and were carried into a creek, and the current run- 
ning, strong, we were ccmipletely stranded on the 
south bank of the Tagus, but received no damage 
whatever 5 only being delayed till the tide served the 
next morning. Although this was but the 5th of July, 
the harvest was not only reaped, but the com nearly all 
thrashed out, and fit for the market. I was consider- 
ably alarmed during the night by the croaking of frogs, 
which was nearly as loud as the quacking of ducks : I 
was filled with the thoughts of rattlesnakes, and other 
noxious reptiles, but found nothing of the sort to 
hurt me. In the mining at three o'clock the tide 
began to flow 3 we with great difficulty launched our 
boat, and got out of the creek, steered full east, or 
towards the rising sun, and arrived in safety at Villa- 
da at eleven o'clock p. m., where our colonel had 
provided half a pint of port wine a man. Having 
partaken of this refreshment, and rested about an hour. 
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we oommenced oar inarch in this hot climate^ with « 
heavy load on our backs^ and not being acciutomed 
to such fati^e, it went very hard with us for several 
days 5 but after a severe march of sixteeu mites, we 
arrived at Santarem, at five o'clock in the evening, 
and took up our quarters in a large convent in the 
high town, which is beautifully situated on the north 
bank of the Tagus. It is a place of scnne triide, and 
has a good market : the population may be about five 
or six thousand. I have been informed that there are 
no less than fourteen convents in this place,- beside 
several churches; consequently a great number of 
monks and friars, many of whom are maintained by 
the poor peasants : they wear a coarse coat or doak, 
tied round them with a rope, at the ends of which are 
several knots tied according to the order to which 
they belong. 

But to return : on the 8th of July, afiter recdving 
three days* bread and meat, three pints of wine, and 
sixty rounds ai ammunition, we commenced our 
movements towards Golegain : with this load on our 
backs, altogether amounting to little short of four 
stones weight — ^the hardships we endured from this^ 
and the change of climate and provision, together 
with the abundance of fruit, and drinking cold water 
when exceedingly hot, our men began to be taken 
with fevers and fluxes. We have sent from leu to 
twenty in a day to the general hospital, where many 
of them died, and others continued a long time* We 
reached Golegain about eleven o'clock, and took up 
our quarters in the miserable and wretched houses of 
the inhabitants ^ a description of which will be found 
in the course of Ihis narrative. 

9th.. We marched to Punheta, distant abo«t four- 
teen miles : this little town attracted my notice somucb^ 
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I^ ifi ait^ate^ im the north bank of the Tagus^ an arm- 
df whkik runs thrpngh the village : the inhabitfants 
have a l^ridge ovex it made of boat&^jiioored at a certain 
distaae^/rom each other :. spars are thrown JfrcMU oiie. 
bofttrto aiM>ther^ and .planked right across. Wag- ^ 
g6Qs and cai:ts may pass over with the greatest safety y 
but ev^ry man on horseback must dism^nt and lead 
his horse ov^r few; fear of accident, ' . . ,. 

' lOth. The bugle sounded at the usual hour, namely 
idiriee Oldofik^ when we moved off left in front 3 that. 
is, the left wing taking the lead. There is ^ certain 
advantage on the line of march to those that go firsts 
whe&er in a regiment, brigade, or a division^ In on- 
der to ^ve each the advantage in turn, the right of 
fire ti^ment, brigade, or ditisiouj went first 01^^ day^ 
and the left the next, unless it was at a tyne whei^ 
we were near the enemy> and in expectation of an 
^DgBgemeDt: we then went i^ccording to circum*; 
stances. This day we mardied very regularly, and 
kept onr tanks; for. the (Usance was only .ten 
miks. We torrived at Abrantes at sev^i o'clock ^ the 
ri^lrt wing wa$ quartered in the city, the left crossed 
the Tagu^ aijd encampecl close by the side of this 
delightful , riven This city is very strong bofh By 
natiise «fid by art : it stands on,fi Tery high hill, which 
oonaffimnds the surro\)ndaig country in every direction 
^nt one; in which i^ is 8t;rongly guarded. l?y f fovt» 
There, are a nuriotbeir of criminals constantly employed 
^t the piibUc, works of this place. Every morning, 
when going to thdr employment, they were marched 
tot of prison, chained together twp^ and two. Death 
would have been preferable to the^ poor wretched 
beings 5 for when they had done their work,. which 
ibay .were compelled to da like galley slaves^ they 
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were shut i^ in a dark fmd.lofiibscw^ priiS09> kaving 
notblitg lo comfort fthanselVfA wiUi b|it a tittle coarse 
bread fliodireter : indeisd^ tist piisoos in j^ortugal are 
QftdBt wieNiiedipkcGB.'. Heie.we n^ved beaati^ 
white: bvead iastead of bi9e^t> and good wine instead 
df'nim..: . .:. . 

, On tbelitb we bakt4# atid^wa^bed o«r cloihe«> 
wMck Dfibded tfaia jnecessary op6ratk>ii. The next 
iaonamf:wa feicdmni^Dced x)ur route with the iteal 
load^ t^MDee .daysT pn&visioiis *eik btir stioiddtrs ; and 
etpaaDf;^ tfae)i^i3dge of iboats^ : which -reaohea nearly 
tiif6 hitndratf :;^ards^ joafidicil along' a. tedious road 
tiiiUbgh%-wilderni^s8iJsdartiely mcetitig'with oaar J0i< 
]lMryl^lliigei#»r -tiiifty^tWGt.iiiiUar^' wbidL may br^rt^ 
ti^iifdl^'to {out- haidiig'italt^' a^ wvon^ fbad/ ittd 
marched fourteen miles -ahoptb''- Ohltwdiat k.duf 
wii^: tlis i paiebed; M^ IbirBftyiiaDdf eifbscidvto >ihe 
8aordbiQg(iii^iQ^tlm«ita;/iiU^ xuii 

Mit^/9ii9a!^<^ tibe evening' spexeach^f 6amm. :; ^Ote 
^cfg^^ XR^aMrkkigy we were under the n^&ssity.'of 
^lttiig^4h« >neM^.Sky in-tbi^ilibii^'ble^'^ilfcge^ oi 
ChiVd^^ itolnbabitontscof wUA ^ere> Wetefaoilw 
ffeie'^^Sfilt^ef tlseixi/boaseB were'noijfflbj^ob^ fisitoot 
staMbs^ ^svme lAdeed noH beher flian-^ja hog^sty^ 
Se^i^iiof 'the.' chSdieni were, imitlf naked ^ . wdmeii^ 
bai^fcr6ted^ and almost starved^ to denth. for wiuaft 66 
food 3 • bedde' bfsiogioliiiost^iost^^i^ VettnioDu^ ! 

, Ob the moramg<if^tlie^l4U%T)inr ba^ga^and/pro- 
visions having joined .i»y atad haying received oud hisw 
cult, we' iiaoved o£P i^t tiiree'o^block to a imaU: dirty 
viU^ge jcoikd Oofeve^ and were qnutered on the wretch^ 
ed pekiantry^ some of wbbkn wete entirely nalkedu 
H^ow happy the p^ple of England^ when eompxred; 
wilii ihe wrefcbtd inbaibitatit^ ei^l?ort»gall .;; ' 

• 15th. TW bu^e spund^ at Ihe «imal?timi!> aQd' 
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ftfteir fortniiig^ we moved off to Portalegre^ distant 
aboot fourteen miles, and took up our quarters in a 
convent at the gate leading to Elvas. Portalegre is 
a very good-looking town for this country, having 
sevefal convents and churches, and one of the hand« 
somest chapels in the kingdom, decorated with all the 
trappings <xf popery, such as having the images dress- 
ed in the most gaudy manner. There is dso in the 
market-place one of the most heautifiil fountains dF 
water I ever beheld : the weather being very hot, we 
were constant visitors to this beautiM piece of sculp* 
tare* There are several productions of this sort in the 
peninsula. Here. we halted only one. day. This 
place is walled roupd, but not being fortified, is not 
sufficiently strong to withstand an enemy : the inha* 
l^nts were miserably poor, 

£aily<in the morning of iJie 17tk we marched to 
Aronches, and reached there, at eleven o*ck>ck 5 cross* 
ed the tiver> and encamped in a wood opposite the 
town. The appearance of this place is very gothic : 
il stands.on a high hill, eompletdy surrounded by a 
watt, on the top €i which are several towerti . At the 
bottom of the hill luns munnuijng along a beantih]i 
shallow .river. Aronches is about lour leagues horn 
the city of Elvas (I had a relation died in the hospital 
of that place, called Samuel Ashton) and only five 
leagues from Badajcie, the grave of Englishmen. 
• We remained here until the 21 st, when the army 
broke up from this part of Spain, and moved off in 
the direction of Ciudad Rodrigo. • We joined the 
7th division, then consisting of the fdiowing re^- 
ments: the 51st, 85 th, the Chasseurs Britanniques, 
three regiments of the German Legion l4ght Infao^ 
try^ three Portuguese 'regiments', atid a brigade of ily« 
ipg Aiiillery, commanded by Mi^r-|^neral Houston* 
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We marched from Aronches to Nisa in three dtip* 
Nisa is a smart little town, surrounded by a wall, 
haying several churches, a convent, and a good mar- 
ket We halted in this place until the 31st of July; 
and then marched in the direction of Castel Branco. 
First day we crossed the Tagus at Villa Velhaj in 
crossing this river we had the most romantic views; 
high towering mountains, and nougb craggy rocks, 
togethor with the swiftly-gliding stream of the Tagus, 
making it altogether a scene highly interesting. 
When we came to the 1>ridge, which was made of 
boats, similar to the bridge at Punhcta and Abrantes, 
the whole of the dirisions crossed over; but the bridge 
qnrung very much, and care was taken of the horsed, 
§ot fear of accidents. On the other side, on the 
top of the hill, stands a wretched looking village, 
called Villa Velha, from which the pass takes its 
name: here we encamped for the night. The next 
day we reached Cemada, which is pleasantly situated, 
having cultivated fields around it, which is not always 
the case in these parts. The third day we reached the- 
dty of Castel Branco, which is a very healthy place, 
having several springs atid fountains of good water.' 
Hece is also the palace of a bishop, and several nobles 
reside in this town and neighbourhood : there is also 
a very handsome cathedral church, and several other, 
chnithes and chapels 5 and an old eastle, from which 
the town takes its name; We had also a general 
hospital, with a dep6t of convalescent soldiers, and a^ 
magazine of military stores and provisions for tlie 
army. The market of this place is weU su]^ed. 

On the 4th we reached a pretty little vilU^ casUed 
St. Miguel ; on the 6th, Pedrogos y and on die €th^ 
we'arrived at Pena Macor, a large town s]tuated#n 
the top of a ridge of hiUs; lAviDg a ciisde aad'se^. 
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Teral churclies and convents. The inhabitants. of this 
part of Portugal are very police j for when ^ p^a^ant- 
met a soldier^ he would how with th,e. g;rea|;est respect, 
I also have remarked^ .that yhen the poorest peasants 
meet on the road^ they will bpw b^ «akite .each othec^ 
with " Viva, Seaor/* pr s^me other J^nd word^ 

August 7th. We moved .6^ n^t in front> inarched, 
over high mountains, and ^throjigl^ valleys covered 
with bnish'wood and bushes so high that the ai;m j^ 
was frequently hid frojoi.thp view .<;>£ each^ptl^r. We, 
arrived at Sabuga2,r «nd.,$t^;;camped under the chea^Ql^ 
tie^ about' half a oiile f^m .the^i;own« > J^abi^sd han^* 
the ^ppeaijance of a^deitf g^sgai^ur^l^ngs^ 
by a gpthip'^ if fll, - and. Joying 'fi. <^%^ . the waj|s^ . of. 
which. ^e.i^i^gopiL,9oij<^tif^^5 but the towijL is s^plj^v 
not ooiUain^ng ip^jfe thaa^^ ^ ^, . 

^ 8tbfi)y*e march£4^]^/A¥%'?^,,? P^*®¥*^/^^5?. 
i^^.t^e Spwi^l^jftg^tiefj flii^^u ^ 9Jih ^a^ye^y 
at VijObM^V^^A [frontier:; :^^ of Pq^u^^.jpnJ^^ 
two ];9Ue$^(^'^pa}n^find.jr^a^ there uif^ Sj^p-r 
tsipf^j^lS^Slj^f yS^Jl^ffr.is ajneat yiUag^; cpB^?. 
nsting .qf f|ibo|itvtlji^jhgi}q|8f ^4.^ huodifed an4^ 
twenty fohabit^nt^^,.^ B.haf ^^ pha^els^r; 

anda: s^iaU jniaf)Le^i ; w^ l^jiiVer run^ through, ift^^ 
wibf.i?li : ]i¥^ : ^ ^^f li^^t^Hy, p)^a^t. Wood ..was 
j^tiAAs and.witl^^ a ^)p^rtjli$t$iUGff, lO^jj^erries,, 
S^pP9t 9XkiAffi w^ iA.ahw^apije. Qur cQn;^p?flijy^. 
vt^ thiree oib^rs^ 'wei^ qu^einsd in the rjchurch^. 
Onriog^MXr 9^j.hfiMi,.il Bs^w t^ Bppan Datholics 
bnty fome «f llMNrrdeada^^f^din^' tol^ ^perstitiona; 
of thii'f&iirchdf Booie*. iPreyioua.tb.tbQ iurriv^ of; 
otti' ^regimcM: in; this pbce^ X hKd a rv^ry n^rere Bt^ck 
(^lUvet awl .flux, I^nnleft At.Nisn, \fbQ?e:I:r<BK: 
nauked about thvteufne&fi : iftjeb&seqi«$iqe (^ l^Kfmgf 
Nisa'facfaiJe I waa weU; i^l'&vigr :£dtMt\^)V»^!f^ti 
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and ancles^ making me a complete cripple ; in whicli 
state I remained for several weeks, not being able to 
do my diity. While in this church, , we es^perienced 
a most awiiil thunder-storm,' the claps of thunder 
being the loudest and most terrible I ever heard 5 
dnring which the rain fell in torrent^, and the wind 
blowing a complete hurricane, greatly alarmed us. 
I have no doubt but it appeared worse to us than it 
really was, on account of the echo of the church. 

September 22nd. I1I consequence of some hostile 
movenients of the enemy, who was only six leagues 
from this place, we received orders to occupy a small 
village called Aldea Dabeira, only three miles dis- 
tant : we stayed there until the 24th, and then 
iiiarched to Guinaldd, which was only three leagues 
from Cindad Rodrigo, a strong garrison in possession 
of the French army. Our regiment remained here 
until the 27th, when the enemy advancing from SaJ- 
amanca in great force, compelled us to retreat and 
take up a strong position near Sabugal, where we 
had a little skirmishing, but nothing of any conse- 
quence; that was reserved for some future period. 
The season being far advanced, and winter coming 
on, we broke up from before Sabugal, and went into 
cantonments, or winter quarters 5 the 7th division at 
Pena Macor, the light divison on the frontiers of 
Portugal, the 5 th division at the city of Guarda, and 
the other divisions so arranged that we could have 
been collected in a few days. Our regiment lay at 
Pena Macor fourteen days, and then went to Pedro- 
gos, a small village on the Castel . Branco road, dis- 
tant two leagues. When the retreat began, in con- 
sequence of my lameness, I, with several other sick 
men of diflFerent regiments, was sent to the general 
hospital at Celerico ; however I soon joined the army 
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ugeln, hayiag recovered the strength of my ancles^ 
but not by applying liniments^ for I nibbed several 
bottles of mixture into them^ but was no better. 
Being advised by an old soldier to go to a fountain, 
and let the water run upon them, I did so, and soon 
recovered my strength ; and a party of the 68th com- 
ing through this place, I joined them, and started for 
Pedrogos. On this journey I passed through the city 
of Giiarda, which is situated on a lofty mountain, 
the ascent thereto being four miles. The distance 
to the city is increased by the zig-zag way in which 
the roads are necessarily cut, or no carriage could 
ever travel up those lofty hills. The city is very 
handsome and compact, being built chiefly of stone : 
there are convents, churches, and public buildings in 
abundance^ from the top of which we had a view for 
sixty or seventy miles, or perhaps more. On this 
march also I passed through a village called Val de 
Lobos, the meaning of which, in English, is the 
valley of wolves. There are a great number of 
these animals in this part of Portugal, but they 
seldom attack a person in the day time, although 
they are terrible in the night. A man of our army 
having to go a journey by night, was attacked by 
them and devoured, nothing but his bones being 
found. I saw a mule at Freynada, which had its 
thigh so mangled with a wolf, that is was with diffi- 
culty healed. During my stay in this country I saw 
several, but passed through the valley of wolves with- 
out ever seeing an animal of this sort -, and arrived 
in good health at Pedrogos, with about eight hun- 
dred new flannel shirts for the regiment : the shirts 
were foil sized, with long sleeves, which I have no 
doubt had a tendency to perserve health more than 
Unen shirts could do. 
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t^edrogos is a pleasant village, having plenty of 
wood and good water within half a mile of the town^ 
so that we were well situated fbr the winter^ which 
is very cold and rainy, hut scarcely anylmt or snow, 
except on the mountains, where it Mes aE iiie year* 
In this place we received our provisions regularly: 
oar daily allowance was as follows : ,one pound of 
beef, one pound of biscuit or one pound and a half of 
bread, one-third of a pint of rum, and two ounces of 
rice. Our beef was better than I had ever seen it 
before, for there was good pasture and rest for the 
cattle, which gave them time to fatten* Very fre- 
quently in the summer season, when we had been 
some time on the march, our meat was literally like 
carrion ; and if twenty pounds had been ofiered* for 
a small quantity of suet, it would have been impossi- 
ble to obtain it. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Whilb we lay at Pedrogos, General Castanos, with 
his baggage and suite, passed through on his Way to 
the Spanish frontier. There was nothing ronark- 
able in his appearance ; in person he was below the 
middle stature. I and several others were placed as 
a guard of honour to receive this celebrated Spanish 
hero : the guard was drawn up in the market-place, 
and waited nearly two hours for him : at length he 
arrived, and we presented arms and conducted him to 
the quarters of the commanding officer, who invited 
him to partake of refreshment -, but he politely re* 
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liisefl^ and passed tfaroii^ wittioiit aligbtisg irom his 
carriage. 

*. WliUe At Ifais ]daoe$ I niQimted guard : during ihe 
daynveorecevfifedaa ptisoBers tVQ Poituguese peasants^ 
who hdd been; brnf^yed in . ihe . commissafy depart- 
nickit;.b|»ing in change sevtoil fine hallodis fdr the 
army.! but these .iWo a-aecals had>£Oontrived to ex- 
change some 'of ^e fisttest asid( best for ;some that 
were not half so -good; thereby making to themsdves 
al deal of money by their viUany. In the night I vent 
oil sentry, ta guard these. • two Eartngciese thie^^es: 
^vlth my bayonet in my hisnd^ I examined the priton* 
em,' for i^e had several of ovr.own meniinithe guard*' 
room ', but all was rights In ihe coarse of half an 
houi*^ 'however^ ohe of the Portuguese prispners con- 
trived to get 'to the tiles,, the place, not being under- 
drawn ; and it being extremely dark^ he succeeded <in 
breaking through 5 but the sergeant and some of the 
men runniug round to the back oi the guard-room^ 
luckily caught the gentleman as he was falling from 
the tiles^ and brought him back to his prison, when 
I trimmed him well for his want of civility, in de- 
parting vrithout my leave; for had he made his 
escape, I most probably shotdd have suffered for it. 
However, he remained as quiet as possible until the 
morning, whenf we sent them both off under a strong 
escort to Pena Macor, the head quarters of the divi- 
sion 5 and what became of them I never heard* 

In this place we had one ^parade evory morning 
ivoperly dressed, and one/ fatigue parade in the after^ 
noon, to cut wood- and bring it home to our quarters 5 
but we were prohibited fiOBi cutting fruit and. oliVe 
•trees, of which there was a great number. H&n is 
an oil press, where the olive oil is^ade in its purest 
form* I was very fond of it, and have often. had a 
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cup fiill put into a new loaf: it is a good snbstitnte 
for butter^ and tastes very welL The inhabitants 
ase a great deal of it in their soaps, &c. and it 
answers the place of flesh meat to many families in 
these parts: it has no unpleasant taste whatever. 
Beef fried in this oil adds greatly to its flavour, 
makes it more palatable, and I believe more whole- 
some.-— We remained here very quietly and comfort^ 
ably> though we had neither beds nor bedding, hav- 
ing to lay on the bare floors of the houses, until the 
beginning of January, when it began to be whispered 
we were soon to move from this peaceable place; 
and there was something like truth in these reports, 
for on the 9th January 1812 an order came for the 
regiment to join the division at Pena Macor. 

On the lOtb, according to order^ we marched to 
Pena Macor, and joined the 7th division ; and on the 
1 1th crossed the wilderness, which I have mentioned 
before, and arrived at Sabugal : on the 12th we reach- 
ed Alfaites 5 on the 13 th €ruinaldo, where we remain- 
ed a short time, having very strong guards and piquets, 
not being more than sixteen miles from Ciudad Rod- 
rigo ; for at this time the army was forming for the 
purpose of storming this fortification. It appears 
that it was absolutely necessary to get possession of 
Ciudad Rodrigo and Badajoz before any good could 
be done in these parts 5 for the enemy, having strong 
garrisons, and plenty of provisions and ammunition, 
could have annoyed us very much • and if we had 
advanced without reducing them^ we should have 
been forced either to have left an army to watch and 
keep them in awe, or subjected ourselves to their re- 
peated attacks ; our supplies would have been cut ofl^ 
or we might have beeo left without provisions and 
ammunition. 
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The anny hainiiig now cdleded, wias actively em- 
ployed night and day^ from the ISfth, in order to com- 
plete the works, which were no sooner done, than 
our batteries opened npon the town with tremend* 
ous fury,- and continued to play until ihey made set- 
end practicable breaches in the walls ^ the army that 
invested the place only waited the signal to storm. 

On the evening q£ the 19th the troops em]doyed 
formed in five columns, and waited to commence the 
work of death* General Pack's brigade was order- 
ed to advance, and to make a fstlse attempt at the 
breaches j but such was the courage of this brave 
general and his men, that it was turned into reality : 
and the advanced guard, under the command of 
Major Lynch, took possession of the enemy's out* 
work, taking several prisoners. The main breadi 
was stormed by the second battalion of the fifth regi- 
ment, led on by Major Ridge. The enemy stood to 
their posts, and fought with determination, contest- 
ing every inch; nor did they surrender, until our 
brave soldiers bad completely established themselves 
in the streets of the town, when all further resistance 
was evidently unavailing. The loss of our army, 
£tom the commencement to the conclusion of this 
brilliant affair, was about twelve hundred in killed 
and wounded. Major-General Mackinnon was blown 
up, and the commander of the light division received 
a wound, of which he died on the 24th January* 
This action was short, pointed, and carried on with 
vigour on both sides. The loss of the enemy in 
killed was great : we took one thousand seven hun- 
dred prisoners, one hundred and fifty-three pieces of 
cannon, and an immense quantity of anmiunition and 
stores. Although our regiment was not engaged at 
this place, but was empbyed in covering the besieg- 
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log army 5 yet all were entided to the hononr^ for^ if 
called upon^ they would have entered the hreachet 
and stormed the city^ with aa nrach resolation and 
valoor as those who had heen employed* 

As soon as things in Cindad Rodrigo were settled. 
Lord WeUington made preparations^ with as little 
delay as possible^ for the siege of Badajox. Aboat 
this time I was taken very ill of a fever, to which 
we were very subject in this climate, in consequence 
of our fatigues. I lay several days in a village on 
the Castel Branco road ; indeed I was so exceedingly 
ili that I was taken in a waggon belonging to the 
royal waggon train, and carried to the general hospi- 
tal at the latter place, where I continued ill several 
weeks. I at length recovered a little, and got out of 
the hospital, bat was so weak that I could scarcely 
walk : yet I had to do the duty of the dep6t. An 
officer of our regiment, at Castel Branco, took me 
from the dep6t to be his groom : I went with him to 
his quarters, and remained a few days, having no« 
thing to do but to groom an ass, and tent him while 
grazing. I was again taken ill, and sent to the bos* 
pital. Thie general doctor no sooner saw me than 
be swore be would have me ducked in a tub of water, 
because I had left the other hospital too soon -, but 
he was better to me than I expected, using me very 
well during my stay under bis care. While I was 
in this hospital, which was close by the road side, 
our gallant army marched through on their way to 
Badajoz. I shall mention a few particulars concern- 
ing their march, although I was not with them. 
The day after the regiment left this place they went 
to Cemada; the second day they reached Villa 
Velha 5 the third day, Nisa 5 on the sixth Oronches, 
and from thence, on the seventh, to Estremos, 



Digitized byVjOO^l^ 



\ 



76 

where they lay until things were in readiness to 
commence the siege of Badajoz. 

I shall now leave them^ and relate the sufferings 
through which I passed. I now began to recover, 
got out of thei hospital, and joined the dep6t, where 
I remained about fourteen days. A day being ap- 
pointed to select out of the convalescent soldiers 
those who were fit for the aimy, I thought, if it were 
possible, I would go and joib my regiment, for I 
abominably detested my present situation and em- 
ployment, having to clean the streets of the dirty 
Portuguese every morning before breakfast 5 for we 
were obliged to take all the dirt away that the 
inhabitants made, and that was not a little. They 
are the dirtiest people in this place I ever saw, for 
almost all the men, women, and children deposit filth 
of every kind in the streets, old houses, or in back 
lanes ; and all this we had to clean away for our 
own sakes and that of our officers.- If we were not 
ill, this was enough to make us so. The morning 
came that we were to be picked out to join the army : 
at this time I was unfit for service, and my looks 
were against me. I was placed on the left of the 
rear rank^ and, in order that I might pass the better, 
I had prepared a piece of coarse woollen cloth, with 
which I rubbed my face to make the colour conxe^ 
and this I continued to do until the doctor and com- 
manding officer came up to me : I passed their in- 
spection very well, and was ordered to march the n^xt 
morning to join my regiment. No man could have 
been more delighted than I was at the thoughts of 
leaving this place. The next morning we formed In 
marching order, and waited the word of command 5 
but I was taken so ill on the parade, that I could hard* 
ly stand in the ranks. However, the word ^^ march" 
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w^ given^ and we mored off; bnt I could not keep 
np with the division* My old companion, Jamet 
Mann^ remained with me, and we followed as fast as 
my strength would permit, hut it was with the 
greatest difficulty that I reached Cernada, which was 
only twelve miles. The next morning my condition 
was deplorable, having no where to rest myself bnt 
on the bare floor of an uninhabited house, unable to 
lift up my head, and having no sort of food that I 
<x>uld partake of) indeed if I had had luxuries I could 
not have tasted them. The following morning I 
started for Villa Velha, but only reached a small 
village three miles off, and was some hours perform- 
ing even that journey ; for had not my friend James 
^en with me, I must have perished from the want 
of assistance. 

We remained in this village two or three days, 
and were so distressed, that I thought it was all over 
with me. A part of the army passing through, a 
doctor was brought to my assistance, who ordered 
me some medicine, but by some means or other it 
was neglected, and I was still lefifc in this sad and 
wretched condition, without money, medicine, or one 
single comfort in my possession. Here I lay in a 
Portuguese viUage, the inhabitants of which could 
not render me any assistance ; and none but those 
who have gone through such trials, can tell what I 
suffered at this period. At length it came to this 
crisis, that I must either die in this distressed town, 
or make an efibrt to get to Nisa. For this purpose 
we started') but how or in what manner I got to 
Villa Velha, which was only four miles, I know not, 
having to carry a load something more than three 
stones weight, and being in a high fever, which fre- 
quently deprived me of my recollection, so that I . 
s3 
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knew not wliere I was^ or what I was dmng. Haw- 
ever we reached Villb Velha^ and took up our quar- 
ters in a house by the road nde :• James made we a 
kind of bed^ obtained a Uttle cofiee^ and provided 
for me in the best manner possible. The army was 
now moving rapidly upon Badajoz 5 the last divisi<»k 
arriving encamped near the bridge. The next morn- 
ing they were put in motion : James tiien applied to 
the general doctor^ who came to examine me ; but 
the moment he saw me^ and had feh my pulse, he 
flew into a violent rage, swearing he would have me 
flogged : the moment the provost marshal came up, 
he called me every thing he pleased ; and there I 
stood before him unmoved by his threats^ and unable 
to make a defence for myself $ and all ibis scoldini^ 
was because I had left the hospital at Castel Braoco 
before I was weU y and indeed I had neiirly paid the 
forfeit oi my life for my rashness, for I had no bitSH 
ness whatever to march in this condition. But the 
doctor's words were only like the wind ^ for, instead 
of punishing me, he ordered a mule to carry me to 
Nisa, which was a distance of nine miles. I with 
difficulty got my clothes on, was pot on the mule's 
back, and started to Nisa 5 but of all the mm I ever 
saw, the Spanish muleteer who accompanied me waa 
the most unfeeling ; for he drove his mide before ^le 
rest, making the poor animal trot all the way 3 and if 
the mule slackened its pace, he would run at and kick 
it on the legs and hams, crying, in the Spanish lan- 
guage, " cursed, cursed {* this was because he had a 
sick soldier to carry. I begged he would let the mule 
go its own pace, but to no purpose. I really bdyieve I 
should have shot the rascal, had I been able $ for na 
omc can conceive what I sufiFered while vrith tlnii int 
human wretch* However I got to Nisa^^ and mad^ 
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kaown to the Portuguese what the Spaniard had 
done unto me; and when they heard it^ some of 
them were about to thrash him for his unfeeling 
conduct* 

I remained in the market-pUce until my comrade 
arrived : he then took me into a house^ in which I, 
lay for seven days in a state of insensibility. In this, 
place I could have any thing I fancied^ for my com- 
rade was connected with certain men who knew 
how to raise the wind s I was entirely ignorant at 
the time how it was done^ but I learned afterwards 
that it was by making false returns^ and drawing 
provisions for a certain number of men^ when no 
snch men were to be found : I have known them to 
have provisions and wine in abundance. 

After remaining in this place seven days^ the sick 
men were ordered for Almtntes general hospital. I 
should have mentioned that an officer^ of the name 
of Coxon^ a native of the neighbourhood of Louth, 
was commimding officer here : he is since dead^ and 
his widow }s now residing at Louth* > 

A great number of sick men were left in this 
plaice* On the day of our departure, every man was 
pfpvjd^ with an ass> and a proper supply of provi- 
siotts for the journey : we then started for Abrantes, 
endi inan being mounted upon his donkey. I bad 
a very good one, but did not keep him all the 
jowsoff } for we had only proceeded tyro miles from 
Niisa, when we came to a liver, which is fordable in 
fummer apd fo. dry weather, but there having been 
Ik great fall of rain, it was swollen into a formidable 
Qtream* Most of tbe. asses swam over vfith the men 
«n their backs ; hot a number of stpnei^ five or six 
^t hi^h, being plaeed just one pace |rom each other, 
Sk % passage for the peasantry^ I, rather Hian h«ra 
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my clothes wet^ attempted to cross by them. I 
accordingly sent my ass into the river^ with my 
knapsack^ &c.^ and then began to cross the stones ; 
but when I had got three-fourths of the way over, 
into the river I went ^ and had it not been for the 
kindness of a man behind me, the current would 
have carried me down, but he caught hold of my 
coat, and most probably saved me from a watery 
grave. When I got to the other side, I found that 
my ass, knapsack, and every thing belonging to me, 
were gone : but there being an old ass left instead of 
my own^ with difficulty I got upon its back, and 
rode the remainder of the journey, which was two 
leagues, in my wet clothes, and had to lay all night 
on a cold marl floor. Any one would think that 
this would have sent me to my long home^ but, 
stratige as it may appear, from that day I began to 
recover. The next morning I found my ^knapsack, 
and then started for Gaveon, and reached it about 
noon. This day my fever left me, my appetite 
returned, and I have reason to be thankful that I 
never had a fever after, but was always able to do 
my duty until the 31st August 1813. The next day 
we arrived at Abrantes, and were admitted into the 
general hospital, where I remained three weeks; 
having recovered my strength, I left the hospital, 
joined the dep6t, and did my duty. While in this 
place, I and my comrade got some new shirts and. 
shoes, on purpose to sell, to raise a little money, 
being uncommonly destitute : he sold. his first: the 
next day an order was given for an inspection of 
necessaries, and every man that could not produce 
his new things was fledged 5 so that my poor com- 
rade was not only confined, but actually received 
two or three doKen lashes for his conduct. I took 
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care^ however^ not to offer mine for sale until the 
first day's march, when we were under no control. 

We left Abrantes, and joined the 68th regiment, 
not missing one single skirmish by having been sick 
and absent, but joined in full time to take our part 
against the common enemy of Europe. Our regi- 
ment lay a few days at Estremos, and then marched 
in the direction of the enemy, who it was expected 
would make a desperate effort to save Badajoz from 
falling into our hands. The seventh division, with 
two other divisions of infantry, and two brigades of 
cavaby, under the command of Lieutenant-General 
Graham, moved in the direction of Valverde ; and 
General Hill, with a considerable force under him, 
moved off in another direction : by these movements 
we covered the besieging army of Badajoz, so that it 
was next to an impossibility for the enemy to raise 
the siege without bringing either General Hill or 
Genei*al Graham to an engagement : but nothing of 
importance took place with our division of the Bri- 
tish army. 

Badajoz was invested in the middle of March : the 
troops employed at this important siege were the 
third, fourth, and light divisions. Whilst part of 
this force was occupied in building batteries and 
throwing up the works, the enemy made a sort^ 
with about two thousand meOi Their design was 
either to destroy the works, or retard their progress ; 
but in this they were unsuccessful 3 and notwith- 
standing the fiiry with which they advanced upon 
our working parties, they were driven back into Ba- 
dajoz with great loss. 

On the 25 th March the first battery was opened 
within two hundred yards of the walls of the town, 
and on the same night a fort was taken by storm. 
e5 
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h was defended by two hundred and fi% men 3 and 
five hundred of our brave men^ consisting of detadt^ 
inents from different regiments, rosbed into it, and 
took it at the point of th^ bayonet. The three com- 
manding officers of these little detachments -wete 
wounded ; a brigade major was the only officer IdUed. 
The enemy defending the fort were for the most 
part put to the sword. About this time the weather 
Wa$ very wet and bad, which greatly distressed our 
troops. On the 6th April three breaches were 
considered practicable ^ and Lord Wellington was 
determined to lose no time, but to commence the 
assault that very night. Accordingly, the troops 
destined for this important service were collected at 
eight o'clock, without knapsack 3 and about ten this 
awful conflict took place 3 General Picton's division 
commencing the attack on the castle of Badajoz, bar- 
ing been provided with a number of ladders for that 
purpose. The men were led on to this noble ent«> 
prise by Major-General Kempt, who received a wound 
at the beginning of the storm : the soldiers were not 
at all discouraged by this catastrophe, but continued 
their vigourous efforts Until they had completely suc- 
ceeded in taking the castle. But the 4th and light 
divisions met with such a formidable resistance, and 
obstacles so numerous, that they could not establish 
themselves vrithin the place, but were drawn off from 
that part of the action at twelve o'clock at nighty 
after losing a great number of officers and men. 

But the intended false attack, under Lieutenant- 
General Leith, was completely successful : the brave 
men engaged in this part of the Work, turned an out" 
work, gained the ditch, and climbing upon the ram- 
parts, took possession of a part of the town. Having 
obtained possession of the castle and town, the go<^ 
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vemor and bis staff were necessitated to take sbeltec. 
in the fort of St. Christoval^ which they surrendered 
on the 7th April. The French garrison of Badajoz 
cpiisisted of £ve thousand men, twelve hundred of 
whom were killed or wounded during the operations, 
be^de what were lost during the storming of the 
ca^;tle, brjeaches, ^c, which must have been two 
thousand or more. The total loss of our army, to- 
ge,ther with the Portuguese^ in this bloody siege and 
a^sault^ from the commencement of the operations to 
the surrender, was seventy-two officers, fifty-three 
sergeants, two drummers, and nine hundred and ten 
privates killed j three hundred and six officers, two 
hundred and ^teen sergeants, seventeen drummers, 
and three thousand two hundred and forty-eight pri- 
vates wounded 5 one sergeant and sixty-eight privates 
missii^; making in all four thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-one killed, wounded, and missing : so that 
altogether we. lost in this place, in both sieges, per- 
haps more than six thousand men« 

The conduct of the British troops during this ha- 
Zjardous and eventfid service was above all praise; 
indeed, liord Wellington himself observed, that he 
was unable to express the sense which he entertain- 
ed of the gallantry c^ both officers and men. 

The city of Badajoz is about the size of Boston, in 
this county 5 but it would be difficult to ascertain 
the population, as the towns in Spain and Portugal 
have so many convents and churches, which make 
them appear larger than they really are. 

Dliring the siege and investment of Badajoz, and 
the operation of the British arms in this part of the 
Peninsula^ the French army of Salamanca made a 
sudden dash into Portugal, no doubt to draw our at- *' 
tention from our principal object The enemy ad- 
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VAiiced by tbe WAy of Safoogal and Pedrogos to Castet 
Branco^ forcing our dep6t of sick and oonvalesoeot 
6oldiei^ at tbe last mentioned place to escape to Nisa. 
Tht Portnguese peasants fled to the mountaias in ike 
greatest confosien. Tbe enemy readied Cemflda; 
but as soon as tbe Frencb General heard of tbe finDe 
of Badajoz; he retreated in tbe greatest baste : tbe 
cavalry^ however^ under Sir Stapleton Cotton over- 
took bis rear-goard, brought them to action, and 
compelled them to fly in confusion, with a consider- 
able loss in killed and wounded ; and one hundred 
and flfty prisoners fell into our bands. 

Our division was now ordered into cantonments at 
Castel Branco, where we lay until the 4th of June; 
but tbe greater part of the army advanced to die 
Spanish frontiers, and to the frontiers of Portugal, 
A part of the town was allotted to our brigade, and 
three small streets to our regiment. I vras quartered 
at the house of an old widow. We had one parade 
every day in the large square at eleven o'clock in the 
morning, and a roll-call in the evening at five. In 
the house where I was quartered the old woman had 
a large image of St. Louis, which had lost a hand. 
One afternoon I repaired the image by fastening on 
the hand, which pleased her so much, that I became 
a great favourite with her. I did not, however, con- 
tinue in her good graces long -, for in consequence of 
some trifling error in my conduct, she ran after me 
wldi a hatchet to knock me on the head. 

While at this place, numbers of our sick men join- 
ed us, and we had considerably improved after our 
late fatiguing marches, both in strength and appear- 
nce, having had our shoes and clothes properiy re- 
paired. Provisions, ammunition, and stores were 
sent up the country in abundance, and tbe battering 
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tndn was bronglie up to the fronlien. In short, all 
tile time of this cessation was oocupied in preparing 
jfer an advance into the heart of Spain -, for having* 
possession of all the fortified [daoes on the f ronticfs 
of both kingdoms^ nothing now prevented ns from en* 
teriDg into that country. 

While in Portugal and Spain, we were distressed for 
the want of money : all the time we had been in that 
country we never obtained a settlement, ndther had 
we received our cbthing from Christmas 1810 up to 
the present period. The army was often short of salt, 
soap, needles, and threads although these things were 
simple, yet they were essential ; and to be without 
them caused us much trouble and uneasiness. I fre* 
quently visited the old castle at this place, which 
stands on a very high hill, and may be seen at^tbe dis» 
tance of fifty miles : the walls are very thick, but in n 
ruinous condition. 



^> 



CHAP. IX. ^^ 



By the 3rd of June every thing was ready, and on 
the 4th we marched towards the frontiers, anticipa^ 
ting that this campaign would produce something 
decisive and important. On the 5th we marched to 
Pedrogos, twenty-two miks; and on the 6th to 
Sabugal, and encamped about half a mile from the 
town. This days march was twenty-two miles, 
through a wild country full of woods and thickets. 
On the 7th the division halted, and found several 
French spies in the camp, one of whom was taken. 
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tmi, «t I hate hmori^ was esecnledoix the spot, bU pa- 
pers ban^g been imsaoA m a. loaf of breads the wor^ 
place ittiducb they could bavQbe^secf^d. Anui|i<i- 
ber o^Eiteiich spies vtere &eqpeiitly >n mr om^, mi 
ire bad severaL in the eiieiay*s camps al^ } &o J^hat , tl^ 
oofitendiog armies bad iofonnal^oii of the-n^c^veineiitB 
of taek other* . Qn ^c 8tb we mpFed .off 1^. in 
frOBt^ and aboai twelve o*olock armed ^ Albergai^ 
distafit twenty miks 3 and. the weather beiqg exceed* 
ingly bot^ the men were yery mnch fatigued. On the 
9th we' marched, and encamped otie league fvoqpi a 
town, Ibe name of whieh I naver heacd. This even- 
ing, orders came that we- weee to, be reviewed by bis 
eatceliency the commander in chief. On the monwg 
of the 10th we marched J»waids> a plain nine miles 
distant, where the wh<^. of the 7tb division, with 
diree regiments of cavalry and one brigade of iynig 
artillery, assembled. We formed in line, the 51st 
regiment on the right of the infantry, the Grerman 
brigade on the left; and on the right of the whole 
were the brigades of cavalry and artillery, the whole 
line extending more than three miles. We waited 
an hour for his lordship, who then arrived, attended 
by the following officers: the Prince of Orange, 
Marshal Beresford, G^seral Hope, and a great nipn- 
ber of aid-de^camps. His- lordship and staff rode at 
Ml speed to the centre of 4he division^ and there toQk 
^dieir ^tatid: the ranks were already open, mid tihe 
whole- of the division gave a geBend<salate from right 
to left, his lordsh^ taking off bis^hat, and remaining 
unoovered aU she time <be bands^of the different re- 
giments were fdiKying ^^God save ihe King." He 
then rode to tiie right of the division, and passed along 
the' front; and np the rear of both in^ntsy and cav- 
tahy. We then formed into opencolumn, and maivh- 
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ed past his lordahip and 8tai^ eadi tniop of cmbj 
mA <k>mpaii]r of iitfaatry nlnting as they passed by. 
We again fbimed into line^ andadiancediii tbit posU 
tidn abo«# four mikiB^ the cavalry foUowiag.aa tha 
reservet Afler' we had been laanosiivved as long aa 
Lofd WeHingt^ni thought ^oper, we broke into oo* 
bmins^f regimeiits^ and marched to our respeetive 
icamp-groQnds : the fisitigaes of this- day were very 
great^ continuing about ten hours. 

On the Ilth we halted. Here I bought some 
bread of the Spaniards at one shilling per pound. 
Bread was always dear when the army was eollectcd 
together: I have known a three->poand loaf sell for 
one Spanish ddJar and a half^ in English money sevea 
shillings and sixpence. On the 12th we encamped 
t>n the side of a hill within three miles of Cindad 
Rodrigo : in this place the different divisions of the 
British army formed a junction, in order to advance 
aguRst the enemy. Early <m the morning of the 1 31^ 
we crossed the Agueda, and marched in the difteotion 
ttf Salamanca : in the eourse of this march, notwith* 
standing the vigilaQce of the Provost Marshal; we 
obtained a supply of peas, er what we called green 
forage. On the 15th we heard that the enemy was 
only a few miles before us ; and on the 1 6th we fsirly 
saw them drawn up en some heights in front of 
Salamanca. We formed, expecting they would make 
« stand on the heights 5 but, contrary to our eiqwcs 
tcHiion, they moved o£f afber a little skirmishing 
through the city, and took up a position on the other 
side, leaving about eight hundred men in some con* 
vents and colleges, which they had converted into 
forts. Our division forded the river Tonnes two miles 
above the city, and encamped within cannon-^hot of 
the walls. While in this camp, we had working 
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parties making a fort of a fimn-hottse and garden 
about two miles from our camp-grpand ; and while 
we were thus en^loyed, Major-General Clinton's 
division commenced the siege and bombardment of 
the forts of Salamanca* The French General Mar- 
mont was determined to raise the siege if possibfe and 
on Ihe 20th June took up a position about six miles 
from Salamanca. In consequence of this movement, 
the whole of the army under the British commander 
was put in motion, with the exception of the 6th 
^vision^ already employed. Just as orders came for 
tiie division to march, our men were going to receive 
their wine, but was obliged to leave it with the Quar- 
ter-master, and move oflf as fast as possible. We had 
no sooner reached the top of a rising ground, than we 
saw the different divisions and brigades taking their 
position^ We halted a moment m two, and made 
another attempt to serve out the wine, but in vain j 
for we were ordered forward, and continued to advance 
until we reached the edge of the plain. We then saw 
the whole of the French army encamped about one 
mile below us, the ground forming a gradual descent. 
On the left of the British position the cannon had al- 
xeady been playing for two hgurs : here we deterr 
mined to stand and $ght the enemy. It was now 
beginning to be dusk 3 when an order came for the 
68th regiment light infantry to descend the hill^ and 
take possession of a small village on the left flank of 
the enemy. We were to be supported by the Duke 
of BruBsvdck's Ught infantry, who were to form a 
. line of communication between us and the 7th division. 
We soon took possession of the village, and found 
that all the people had fled, except an old woman, 
who was nearly frantic. I obtained liberty to fall out 
for. a few minutes, and before I had time to join, the 
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colttmn was attacked by a strong body of French iti-* 
£ftntry. Colonel Johnspn ordered one oompany to 
the principal entrance of the vilhige^ and small de- 
tachments' to each of the lanes : being thus placed^ a 
most desperate firing commenced, the enemy advan- 
cing up the main street in great force. TThe colonel 
ordered two companies to the charge j but' finding 
they were not sufficiently strdAg, he commanded the' 
whole forward. 'At this time my right-hand front- 
rank man, a corporal' of Ciqptain Gough*8 ot>mpany, 
was killed on the spot^ nOt giving a ringle struggle; 
We charged the enemy to tbfe end of the street, and 
were so near to them, that the oolond {iulled one of 
the French soldiers into our column. It now be-: 
came so dark that we coidd scarcely see each other. 

The companies that were stationed at the end of the* 
streets were sharply engaged, and my comradeis now 
' began to fall in all directions : at length an kid-de- 
camp arrived f^om Genehd Graham, with orders for' 
our retreat to the top of the hffl^ but before we re-' 
treated; the colonel made an excellent speech, pro- 
iiessing his regard for every man under his command^ 
and at the same time declaring he could keq» the 
town until morning 3 and if he had not received or- 
ders froin his superior in command, he Would keep 
possession in spitci of the enemy. 'He added, '^ We wiU 
not retreat without taking every man that is wound- 
ed along with ns.'* We reached the iend of the> 
village in, dose ooltimn, and then ealkd in our de- 
tachments, and sent from the odnmn a number of 
skirmishers, about ten paces in front, who kept up 
a constant fire on the enemy, who was not more 
than thirty or forty yards from us. In tins position 
we retreated to the top of the hilt : when any man 
fdlf the column halted to ascertain the event, and if 
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only woanded^ we canted him along ^thus. We^ 
at last arrived at tbe top;of ihe hill in good ordciv- 
and there ftiade a stand.: the enemy retii|!ned inta- 
the towtt^ «nd made a nwnber ' of .fires, and oidy left; 
a line of sentries to lodi. out for U8« 

Haficg taken our stand on the hiU, mid finding Ae^ 
enemy did not fbllow^^ the rolls were.caHed orcr, andb 
it was firand that in ^bh action, althoagh. only ahoni* 
three.hmidred and sixty atrong, we had two captains/ 
(one o£.^homjneceiTcd twebty hayonet woonda) and: 
two lientenants woonded, 'Onp-*^rg|Bant>i(Uledy smk 
forty-^TB privates kiUed and wounded^* tod laent;' 
MH^onald takea i«isoner j Indeed^ ve jran consider* 
able hazard of all being taken, fonif tho Aiench had) 
known. onr atrenglfa,} or Mkhcr nwr Weakness,' tbeyi 
woald haTe used .'mafe exatmis, !hy: dbairgingctbttoe 
times throBgfetiie lnllage.,w]a.iw^in«Qhr.^QqpcM&i 
OencMd OrahinL ^eipected mo. btUar : Altel thatf^OiK 
regummt wMld haid: bbeii takefi^ matl^aapmrnfii 
his approbatlduiof pxk soyier^l^ oombict* - It.ww 
not Intended: dut we shonld.haTd.gniie>into the rHn 
bge to be ihils exposed, batte har^^ihcn pioatedi^si^ 
tiie'tep of th& hiUlwhichi we oeenpiadiat ^Ms.tinfar^ 
thC' orders wese'glv9(fa bytmistakei ;!EinaiWaatt}iin|: 
engagement in' ^pain. We'hadisiot.beda'dong nm 
the bin, when oar ^nearrive^i^andwiaisenrad ont^i 
bat after our fiitigatts-wd hard fightiag we tnamad w 
cMily, that thd win^:i^ypeai!<Kl ai .eold.'fiiadoa wtatettt 
Afiker receiving U, 4hd^regBD|BHi[t.;liiy^dinv'n,.exo^.»( 
strong adTanoed'gilafdfiilid.pv^c»t,>anir I got.«.9Mk 
sleep until day^ 11^ on thalpaae.gtoaM. We.tiiea 
fiell in, and kept in Teadiness ikit the advance of th* 
enemy) bnttl^dklnot shefaranyindhMti^ 
ever to attack usittfthis.posilpaii j if tibey hac^ thfff 
most probably would.hare been irfdl bMcQ: tbiA 
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tfaey aMkipatod^ or die7 WoaU not bkvt kid dl the 
day witbinfiviB' hundred yiirdk of oi wftlhoiil ft tingle 
ahot being oiohftiigod en. either aide. We hud a full 
Tiewof thfecneiay'tciioip; indeed aoM^ of our tend* 
neb were wllbni a TjBiy abort, distance If it* 

. :In jtbe evening of the 21 at our regiment wae idiev* 
ed by a brigade of Fortngaeae infantry, and retreated 
dbooft nmik to tberear^. where we cooked, oniipto- 
"wom, anlbadagDOldnight'a rest, althrogh we had 
nettber ttents^nor 8tnw,:ahd but few of na had blan- 
kfit& W^e laid in the plowed fields, or any were else 
tbat oereoQimandecs.<thoi]cht pmpw.toplMe.tts. - 

' In tlie-nioming of the. 22nd we began to wadi oar 
moriBetSiand dean our .acooatrBments : aboot ten. 
a*rc]odt /the wood and watedng pieties biid gone oat, 
the tforeging.'pavtiea were fofniiig^ wod sefml men 
badjitBig^fid to.MBMi distenee : ii4en>fiiddettly^tfie 
adanmaonnded^ ihecregiinenjb formed :lfniaedierty» 
and nib in douUov jjoick time to oujrioU poiitaan» 
which the enemy waa trying to take frem \m >.Wp 
bad pnooeeded. but a short distance, when iwe heard 
.die .thunder of onr ioannon playing ob the advancu% 
entfmy, and in a few mmntes both ahot and shells 
wtan sent over onr regimttoiM cabimn. BafoDS we 
MMcbed' oar sti^ion^ on% of my. poor .xomrades was 
bdlad with a nmAetrsbot } being4n.iiiU run when it 
hifq[>eiiad, l|e fell wjlih. his faqe.to the ground, and 
o^ired witbcut a groap. When-we gof^ to ^he suipr- 
wit of.th^ billt the 68<fc and the Chasseurs Britaaoi-» 
fues fermed into a sojiid square j. but the ^CSiaasaurs 
being n regimf^t fonned out of c^eiiy n^on in 
Bnrq^, and mai^ ofthem deserters ironi tlie French 
army, we weve afraid^ if closely attacked^ would haTo 
broken, the. column. . About twen^ yards to our 
rights the 51st regunent was. drawn up in.line, and 
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ftud being on their knees^ kept up a steady and well- 
directed fire on Hie enemy as they advanced. On 
the right of the dist light infisntry were six ^Meces 
ei cannon^ which were thundering and pouring 
death upon the enemy. The 7di ^vision haying 
possession of the hill^ were determined to resist every 
e£R>rt of the enemy ^ and afiter several fbnnidable at- 
tadks; they gave up all hopes of driving us fram the 
heights^ on which we remained imtil the afifcemoonj 
and then retired about six hundred yards to cook oar 
povisions. The loss- sustained by our regiment in 
this skixmisk -vrae ^wv^-menkiUM and si^i^ wounded : 
it wonU have been much greater^ but we were shel- 
tered by the brow of &e hill. The 51st regiment 
safiered consideiably^ having several killed and wouftd* 
ed : Ma|or Rice's horse was sliot from under hte. 
Some men belonging:to the Chassews Britanm^ee 
skinned ; the horse^ and s<dd the fledi to their own 
men and to the Bartogaese at thiee vints^ or four* 
pence hal^enny per lb/ 

On the morning of the 2dfd, although only ona 
night had passed^ not a single Frenchman was to-be 
seen in all the plain, having retreated in the direciioii 
of the Donro« We then marched back to our camp- 
groond near Salamanca, where we remained for 
some time. It was reported that the enemy was in 
motion to ^e south of our camp : the 7th divisioa 
was marched against them, and our regiment was 
sent in the front, in extended order, ready to com- 
mence the attack, but discovered no enemy ; so that 
in the evening we returned to* our old ground. 

Now all this time the 6th division was rapidly 
advancing in the siege and bombardment of tiie forCs^ 
One evening I went dose to the town^ out of curi- 
onty, but was not aliovred to ^ter, the sentinel 
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banring positive orders to that effect I iheiefore 
returned to the camp without gratifying my curiosity. 

On the 27th preparations were made in order to 
storm the forts, whilst one of them was on fire ; but 
before it was attacked, a flag of truce came out, and 
the governor offered to surrender in a certain .number 
of hours ; but General Clinton sent an answer to the 
effect that it 'must be surrendered without further de- 
lay. The governor not complying, our brave 6th 
division commenced the stonn, and in a very little 
time this fort sun-endered. After which, the other 
two gave in, and marched out with the honours of war, 
tbe men keeping their knapsacks, and the officers their 
personal property. The 6th division suffered greatly, 
but not so much as might have been expected : Ma- 
jor-General Bowes was killed during the siege. There 
was foiind in these fcd'ts a great quantity of clothing, 
and military stores of every description. The. gar- 
rison consisted of dght hundred men, and thirty pieces 
of cannon. The 6th division being liberated; the 
whole of the army under Lord Wellington advanced 
towards the Donro, the main body of the enemy hav- 
ing crossed at TordesiUas, leaving their reair-gnard at 
a small town called Rueda, abeut three miles from 
the main body. We marched towards the enemy in 
good order, and in high spirits : one day we went 
twenty miles over a country that pvodnced nothing 
but vines : the appearance was exceedingly delight^l, 
for as far as the eye could see, all was a beautiful 
green i the grapes were not ripe, but we had plenty 
of what we called green forage, sudi as peas, Unties, 
and wheat ; so that we sufiered but lit^ in this part 
of the year for the want of provisions. 

We arrived at Medina del Campo after a march of 
three days : it is a very neat town near the Douro, 
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and here we ky in tamp imtil tbe 14tb of July. << 
Whilst in this place^ we neaiiy sinpped a cbnrent of ^ 
its wood to cook with. I have ofiten wondered bovr < 
or where die Spaniards ever obtained the wood that [ 
is Qsed in these convents and chnrches, for there was 
none it for snd^ purposes grown, except at a great 
distance. I hare known on some occasions a laige 
house stripped of every hit of wood, even the flwMrs 
torn up, and^e roofs taken down, for foel. While 
in this camp, we procured our water to cook widi 
fr^sQ a curious cistern : a large wheel being placed in 
the well, a number of pots were fixed at a certain i^s^ 
tance fyom each other 5 the wheel being put in motion^ 
thdwntor emptied itself iitto a spout, and was then 
conveyed to every part of the gafden : the contiivanee 
was simple and curious. I was several times in the 
town, but can say iitde abont it, except that it has a 
mariLet well supplied with bread; v^elables, and fhtit. 
The division was encamped on the north side c^ the 
town, having an advanced guard at the head of each 
brigade at a ccmsideraMe distance hom the cofaimn* 
One night I was on this guard, and went with seve- 
ral others to obtain Unties or small peas. We anrived 
at a field where they were ready for leading, and im- 
mediately spreading our great coats, commenced 
thrashing. It was completely dark, but we succeeded 
in getting our haversacks fidl, and then returned to 
our guard. We used to boil them with our meat ; 
and they made a good substitute for bread. 

One Sunday evening, several Spanbh ladies otme 
into our camp, mounted upon ass^. The ladies of 
Spain frequently ride upcm these animals 3 having no 
bridles, when they want them to turn, they put oUt 
their hand, and push the neck of the beast the way 
they wish to go : tstttj are very obedient, and seldom 
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reftise going the way ibey are difeeCed. The Spanish 
kulks sit on the o|qposite side to oor English females^ 
«ik1 6^n have a man to follow with a long pole as a 
guard. 

On the 15th Jnly the raiment hroke np from hefore 
Medina del Campo, and marched to La Nava del Rey, 
and were quartered in the hoases during the day; 
bat at sun-set we repaired to the fields^ and encamped 
for the nighty and in the morning returned to the 
town : and so on for two or three days and nights. 
The enemy heing near^ the diyision used this precau- 
tion for fear of being taken by surprise ; but on the 
last evening we had only just encamped and laid 
down^ when the dii^sion was ordered to fall in and 
march towards Salamanca. This morement was in 
oonsequenee of the enemy making a vigourous effort 
to get between us and the mty of Rodrigo. We con* 
tinued our march until daylight^ and then heard the 
roar of their cannon. After making a short halt. We 
marched to the top of a rising ground^ but were im- 
mediately countermarched, and continued to retreat. 
The enemy's guns were playing during the. greater 
part of the day, and several skirinishes took place be- 
tween both infantry and cavalry: I saw them at 
diflferent times as we marched along. At length we 
took up a position directly opposite the hill on which 
the enemy was posted, and sent out our wood and 
watering parties, received our provisions and began 
to c6ok them. 

During this day's march several men expired in the 
ranks from excessive heat and fatigue. This was a 
day of suffering, nearly twenty-four hours marching, 
and having scarcely a moment to breathe. We re- 
mained in this camp until the evening of the 19th, 
and then moved to the right of our lines : during this 
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^ancenvre we csune to a,nin <tf deep water^ and hay* 
ing no bridge, were obliged to jump o\rer ^ tbe stream 
being wide, and the men weak, several, of them jump- 
ed in 5 but I managed over very well. We continued 
our march ^bout three miles further, and encamped in 
a wood, but had only just lighted our fires, when we 
were ordered forwards, being enjoined to keep the 
' strictest silence. Nothing could exceed the death- 
like stillness ; no man daring to speaks We at length 
arrived at the camp of the 1st division, which was 
within one mile of the enemy*s camp. The brigade 
immediately piled arms and laid down until daylight, 
when the divisions formed and waited the attack of 
Marshal Mmmont. I certainly expected that in a few 
minutes we should have been sharply engaged ^ but 
instead of this, the enemy broke up their camp, form- 
ed column, and marched tp a ridge of hills, their 
drums and bands playing as though they were going 
to a general field-day. I saw tbe head of their co- 
lumn ascend the hill and march in the direction of 
Ciudad Rodrlgo. We marched in two lines parallel 
with them, having only to halt and front, and we 
were ready to receive them. We were not more 
tl^an a mile from each other, sometimes not so much : 
every now and then the enemy unHmbered their guns, 
and fired on the British lines ; but no execution was 
done, with the exception of one poor woman^ who 
was killed by a cannon-shot. It. was an extraordi- 
nary and grand sight to see two armies drawn up 
ready for battle, and manoeuvring during a whole day, 
without fighting. In the evening we reached the ter- 
mination of tbe hill j the enemy then moved off and 
encamped, but we continued our march in the direc- 
tion of Salamanca until dusk, when we encamped in 
an open country. I was immediately sent on the ad- 
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vtmced guards which had received strict orders to 
keep a good look out^ fdr the enemy could not be 
more than four miles distant. I went on sentry^ 
and had frequently to put my ear to the ground to 
listen for them, a practice very common with the 
advanced guard of an army. 

On the 21st we got within sight of Salamanca, 
sind halted on the banks of the river Tormes, where 
we cooked our dinners, but had the greatest difficulty 
in obtaining fuel, having to gather dried cow-dung, 
thistles, or any thing that would bum. When din- 
ner was over we fell in, and, fording the river, 
marched into a wood five miles horn the above 
mentioned place, and encamped about eight o*clock 
at night. We had not, however, been long at rest, 
before a most alarming storm came on : the thunder 
in awful claps echoed through the wood 3 the flashes 
of lightning were vivid, and quick in succession ; 
the rain fell in torrents, and, what added to our 
distress, was, we were exposed to the open air, not 
having a tent or any thing else to cover us. Several 
of the cavalry horses broke from their stakes, and 
caused great confusion in the different regiments of 
cavalry. The suspense we had been in during the 
last few days, being in expectation of an engagement 
every hour, made our situation extremely uncomfort- 
able 5 indeed at this period the enemy was'within 
two miles of our advanced guard. Notwithstanding 
the great rains which had fallen during the nighty I 
contrived to keep myself dry, by getting directly un- 
der the arm of a large tree, and creeping under the 
blanket of an old comrade, who is now fixed in busi- 
ness in this county. It was astonishing to see the 
cheerfulness of the men : I have known them tell 
tales, sing songs, and crack their jokes, in the midst 
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of danger, and wben it was uncertain whetlier they 
would live to see another day over. About midnight 
the storm ceased, the morning was beautiful, l^e sun 
rose without a cloud, and every thing had a most en- 
chanting appearance. 



CHAP. X. 

Eablt on the morning of the 22nd July, we heard 

the firing of the advanced guard, and in less than ten 

minutes our regiment, being light infantry, was,(nr« 

dered forward; having reached the finont, we saw 

the French piquets advancing on ours, and boUi were 

sharply engaged. In a moment the left wing was 

ordered to the front : no sooner did our advanced 

piquets perceive that they were supported by such a 

number of light troops, than they advanced on the 

French piquets, and drove them in confusion to the 

summit of a high hill ^ but the enemy receiving strong 

reinforcements, bore down on my brave comrades, 

who contested every inch with them. At this period 

a General came to the front, to see how things were 

going on : in a fit of passion he enquired, ''^^Vho 

commands here?" The answer was, "General 

Hope." He said, " Where is he } the whole of the 

advanced piquets vdU be taken prisoners." General 

Hope came up at the time, but did not appear at all 

afraid that the men would be taken : he sent one of 

his aid-de-camps with directions for a squadron of 

light dragoons to support the skirmishers inmiedi- 

ately : they came foiVard, and had only just taken 
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their standi when one of tbem^ a yoath of about twen* 
ty-one years of age^ was killed. The enemy now re- 
tired to the top of the hill^ and brought six pieces of 
cannon to play on us. About this time the watering 
parties of the 7th division came to the valley for a 
supply of water : the French guns began to play on 
these unarmed and defenceless men j but not one of 
them was hurt^ although shot and shell fell thickly 
amongst them. After this the enemy continued firing 
on us for some hours. In this skirmish Major Miller 
and several privates were wounded^ and one of the 
latter had to undergo amputation. 

We remained in this position until afternoon^ but 
were not allowed to take off our accoutrements. About 
three o'clock the 95th rifle corps arriving^ took our 
places^ and we immediately marched off to join the 
division. About this time the cannonading com- 
menced : the French had nearly one hundred pieces 
of cannon firing on our army^ which was forming for 
the attack : we had about sixty pieces ; and the thun- 
der of these one hundred and sixty guns was terrible^ 
and be^ars description. 

Having joined the division, and taken our place on 
the left of the first brigade 5 we halted a few minutes, 
and then advanced to the spot where our artillery were 
stationed. We now came into an open plain, and 
were completely exposed to the fire of the enemy's 
artillery. Along this plain a division of the army was 
stationed : I think it was the 4th division : the men 
laid down in order to escape the shot and shelb, 
the army not yet being ready to advance. As our 
regiment was marching along the rear of this division, 
I saw a shell fall on one of the men, which killed him 
on the spot 5 a part of the shell tore his knapsack to 
pieces, and I saw it flying in the air after the shell 
had burst. * . 
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The shot of the foe now began to take effect on us. 
As we were marching in open column to take our po- 
sition^ one of the supernumerary sergeants^ whose 
name was Dunn, had both his legs shot from under 
him, and died in a few minutes. Shortly after, a shot 
came and took away the leg and thigh^ with part of 
the body, of a youug officer named Finukiu : to have 
seen him, and heard the screams of his senrant, would 
have almost rended a heart of stone : he was a good 
master, an excellent officer, and was lamented by all 
who knew him. The next thing I have to relate is 
of the company which was directly in our front, com- 
manded by Captain Gough ; a cannon-ball came, and 
striking the right of the company, made the arms 
gingle and fly in pieces like broken glass. One of 
the bayonets was broken off, and sent through a man s 
neck with as much force as though it had been done 
by a strong and powerful hand. I saw the man pull 
it out, and singular to relate, he recovered: three 
others were also wounded. About this time I had a 
narrow escape from a cannon-ball, which passed 
• within a few inches of me : although it was nearly 
spent, yet, had it struck me^ I should have been either 
killed or wounded by it. 

After this, we formed column of quarter distance } 
and several shells fell into our column, and did execu- 
tion : one shell I shall ever remember : we were in 
the act of lying down, that it might burst, and do no 
mischief: the colonel cried out, " It is a shot !'* and 
we stood up immediately j but, while in the act of 
rising, the shell burst in the midst of the regimental 
column, and, astonishing to relate^ not a man receiv- 
ed an injury by it ! We now took our position^ and 
waited the signal to advance* About half-past four 
o'clock Lord Wellington came into the front of our 
division, and pulled off his hat ^ our army gave three. 
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cheers^ and advanced on tlie French, who were ready 
to receive us :^ we continued to advance some time 
without firing a shot 5 at length the firing of both 
armies commenced in such a way as I had never heard 
before ; it Was like the long roll of a hundred drums 
without an interval. Both armies fought with cou- 
rage and determination ; and it was doubtful for some 
time which would gain the day : at last the enemy 
gave way in all directions^ and we completely beat 
them out of the field with dreadful carnage. Their 
loss in this memorable battle vras eleven pieces of 
cannon^ several ammunition waggons, two eagles, 
and six colours. The French commander in chief 
lost his arm 3 it was astonishing how soon we heard 
of his being wounded. We took one general officer, 
three colonels, three lieutenant-colonels, one hundred 
and thirty officers, and about seven thousand privates. 
Their loss in killed and wounded must have been very 
great indeed. 

The total loss of the allied armies in this desperate 
action was six hundred and ninety-four men killed, 
four thousand two hundred and seventy wounded, 
and two hundred and thirty-six missing ; making a 
grand total of ^ve thousand two hundred, beside 
what were lost in pursuit of the enemy ; and to which 
may be added the loss of the 6th division at the forts 
in the city, Major-General le Marchant was killed j 
Lieutenant-Generals Cole, lieith. Cotton, and Ma- 
jor-General Alten, wiere wounded. I think it was 
the 61st regiment that had only three officers left, 
and the command devolved upon the adjutant, who 
had been the sergeant-major. The loss sustained by 
our regiment was one subaltern and one sergeant kil- 
led, one major, two captains, and forty privates killed 
and wounded, making our total loss near this place 
p3 



y Google 



102 

ninety-three out of our small regiment, widch was 
not more than three hundred strong in the field. 

After the battle, we encamped on that part of the 
field where the carnage had been the most dreadfid, 
and actually piled our arms amongst the dead and 
dying. We immediately sent six men from each 
company to collect the wounded^ and carry them to 
a small village, where doctors were in attendance to 
dress their wounds. It really was distressing to hear 
the cries and moans of the wounded and dying, whose 
sufferings were augmented by the Portuguese plunder* 
era stripping several of them.naked. We took a po<»r 
Frenchman, who had beea stripped by an unfeeling 
Portuguese : the adjutant gave him a shirt, an old 
jacket and trowsers, and sent him to the viMage 
hospital. 

In a short time the baggage and women andved^ 
and amongst them the. wife of Sergeant Dunn, wiio 
was killed at the conmsencement of the action: the 
poor woman was mearly ^ntic when she heard ho; 
husband was no more. Her loss certainly was great; 
but in less than a week she took up with a sergeant 
of the same ciMupany, whose name was Gilbert Hinds, 
with whom she has lived ever since. This .poor 
woman was unlucky, for she had lost five husbands : 
Hinds is her sixth! 

On the morning of tbe 23rd we marched in Jmrsuit 
of the enemy, crossed the river Tonnes, and encamped 
on the very spot where the enemy had been resting. 
On the 24tb vee moved off again, and came to a 
place where there bad been a desperate action be* 
tween the enemy's rear and our advanced guard ; the 
particulars are as foUow : The heavy Carman brigade 
of cavalry having taken a colunm of the enemy who bad 
laid down their arms, immediately rode after another 
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column of the enemy, without leaTiag s sufficient 
guard with their prisoners, who immediatdy took 
their ann» again, and commenced a desperate firing 
on the conquerors, many of whom were killed and 
wounded. The G^ermans turned on them with fury, 
and put a vast number to the sword. There were 
about two thoi»and stand of arms laid by the road 
side, heside the cap9, cocked hats, &c. of the men 
who had been kiUed^ The conquerors had buried 
t^ieir dead, but we saw several dead Frenchmen ly- 
^g by the side of the road as we marched along, no 
oooe ofiering to bury them. 

- We continued our pursuit after the enemy, leaving 
l^Iedina del Campo on our left ^ crossed several rivers, 
and on the 27th reached Olmedo, and encamped in 
a wood of firs near a large river, on the banks of 
which were plimis in abundance. On the 28th we 
liaited in this beautiful place. Next day we marched 
a long and tedious journey through several good-look- 
^ag tcfwha, but I cannot give their nasEies -, and about 
t3bi«e o*^loek in the afternoon the division halted at 
the entrance of a very extensive wood. On the 30th 
we proceeded left in fronts and encamped in the same 
wood. August the 2nd, we arrived at the other side, 
and halted on the 3rd^ 4th, and 5th ; and on the 6th 
marched towards a ridge of mountains, which seemed 
to darken the whole side- of the country. These 
mountains run past the Escurial^ a very great palace 
of the Spanish king : the tops of some of these moun* 
tains are white j I should suppose they are covered 
with snow. 

On the 7th we encamped within one mile of the 
city of Segovia, but were not allowed to enter with- 
out- a pass. This j^e is large, well-built, and stands 
on a rising ground -, it is walled round, and has several 
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churches and public buildings. There is also a noble 
aqueduct, consisting of a^eat number of arches, the 
water being conducted from the mountains above 
mentionedr There are several manufactures carried 
on here with considerable success. 

8th. We again joined in pursuit of the enemy, 
who was at no great distance fi'otn us. This day we 
passed one of the king's hunting palaces, and encamp- 
ed in one of the most enchanting places I ever saw. 
We had only just piled our arms, when a fine deer 
started; several of our. men ran after him, but the 
more they ran and shouted the swifter he fled, and 
was soon out a[ sight. The camp-ground ' was as 
smooth as though it had been roUed with a heavy 
roller : here and there a cluster of young oaks beau* 
tified the scene, and made it most delightful 5 and to 
us they were excellent summer-houses : it was indeed 
the most comfortable camp we had during the whole 
of the campltigB. 

9th. We marched up hill nearly all the day, and 
climbed over a great part of these vast mountains, 
*which had been in view so many days, and encamped 
in a small valley on the top of them. Here we received 
a quantity of chocolate, salt, and soap, which were 
very acceptable indeed. This evening the fire from 
the cookinj^-places communicated with the bents^ or 
dried grass, and spread through the camp with asto* 
nishing rapidity 5 but the men ran, and, cutting 
boughs from the trees, in a few minutes succeeded in 
beating it out, so that no damage was done either to 
us or to the woods. 

Early the next morning we were again in motion, 
and continued our movements until we reached the 
extremity of these mountains, where we had a distinct 
view of Madrid, the capital of Spain : and as we 
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marched up bill the day before, we now began to 
descend ) and reaching a plain, encamped where wa- 
ter was jplentifal. This day a severe contest took 
place with oar advanced guard, consisting of the 
German brigade of cavalry, a regiment of Portuguese, 
and a brigade of horse artillery. The enemy's rear 
guard attacked the Portuguese piquet, which giving 
way, left our guns exposed : the enemy advanced in 
great numbers, and pressed so hard upon our German 
horse, that they had only a few minutes to mount and 
form, before the enemy was upon them; but the 
Germans fought well, stood their ground, and suc- 
ceeded in beating the enemy back ; but the captain 
of the artillery, several of his men, and three guns, 
were taken : in a few days, however, we retook theih. 
The loss in killed and wounded was great on both 
sides. V 

On the 11th we commenced our movements, and 
encamped within thirteen miles of the capital, and 
close to the village where the advanced posts had been 
engaged. The 12th, we moved off early, and suffer- 
ed much from the paved roads. This day Lord Wel- 
lington passed our division on his way to the capital : 
when we were within five miles of Madrid, the peo- 
ple came out in great numbers to meet us : the day 
being very hot, some of our men fainted, but the 
Spaniards immediately took them under their care, 
giving them wine or spirits; a great number of 
melons were also distributed to the men in the ranks. 
The people shouted and rejoiced as we marched along, 
and the bands of the different regiments enlivened the 
scene by frequently playing the ** Downfall of Paris ;" 
the colours were displayed, and we frequently gave 
three cheers : indeed, there was little else but shouts 
and bursts of approbation for the last two miles. We 
f5 
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.ed with the popukce^ and the windows occupied by 
ladies -, the tops of the houses near the gate were also 
crowded. We mardied along the streets amidst the 
rending and exulting shouts cf ^' Viva los Ingleses !** 
or '' iiong live the English !** The bells of the difier- 
ent churches rang^ the ladies waTcd dieir handker* 
chiefs from the windows, and every countenance 
beamed with joy, welcotning their deliverers : in some 
instances the Spaniards embraced the soldiers. We 
halted in front of the new palace : here we shouted 
and cheered the people in return. Ours was the first 
regiment of British infiEintry that entered Madrid: 
after waiting a few minutes, the whole of our division 
marched into a convent, which was the largest I ever 
saw, affording room and convenience for nine regi- 
ments ; and in the centre of the square stood a foun- 
tain which nearly supplied the whole with good water* 

In the afternoon of the I3th the first brigade was 
ordered to the field, to punish a man, who, in con- 
junction with two others, had been long under sen* 
tence and confinement, fi)r sacrilege in a village in 
Portugal. Two of the prisoners were present on 
this occasion, the other was sick in one of the hospi- 
tals. When the decision of the court martial was 
read, one of the two was liberated 5 but the other 
was ordered to strip : he was tied up, and receiv- 
ed eight hundred lashes by the strongest dnimmers 
and bugleers in the brigade. The poor fpUow stood 
it very \^11, and on his way home to the convent 
the people would have loaded him with money, but 
our commander would not suffer him to take it: 
it was astonishing hoW soon the man recovered after 
such a severe flogging. 

We returned to the convent, but instead of going in, 
were marched off to attack the Retiro, a very strong 
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fort garrisoned by two thousand five hundred of the 
exiemy. This night Madrid was iUuminated, the bells 
rang^ and nothiug but joy and rejoicing were going 
forward among the Spaniards. We assembled in front 
of one of the public buildings^ and were told off into 
detachments, for the attack of the fort. I and five 
qthecs were sent to join a party of Germans under 
the command of a German officer, our colonel giving 
us strict orders to do our duty, and to behave like 
sfoldiers. We moved off about ten o'clock at nighty 
after receiving orders. to keep the strictest silence. 
Passing through several streets, lanes, and squares, 
we at length got clear of the city^ but in crossing 
Ijie fields, one of the men fell headlong into a hole, 
and two or three others fell over him : by this acci- 
dent the enemy heard us. We got within a few 
yai^ of the gate, and received a volley from them, 
which wounded four out of the thirty men of our 
detachment. Such was the consternation which this 
volley caused, that the whole of the Germans, with 
two of our men, gave way 9 the officer, a very cou- 
rageous man, ran after them, calling them back. I 
and two others stood our ground, and began to fire 
» upon the enemy, who returned the compliment. The 
officer coming back with his Germans, took a musket 
from one of the men, and fired several shots into the 
place : at this time the main body of our regiment 
attacked the large gate, drove it in, and established 
themselves within the outer walls ; when an officer 
was dispatched with orders from our colonel, that 
we were to break in also, and take possession of the 
inner gate. It was now midnight, and so dark that 
we could scarcely see our way. We formed, however, 
and marched up to the gate, but found the enemy 
had fled into the fort, leaving the sentry-box laid 
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across ibe gateway^ €o pfiivent otir entering^ but we 
instantly broke down tbe piles^ and took possesdon 
of the out-work ^ we then sent a small piquet to 
examine tbe interior^ and found they bad fled in such 
haste^ that they had left a part of their clothings 
cooking utensils^ &c. 

In the morning our oolond sent orders for our de- 
tachment to take possession of a redotibt : we marched 
for that purpose^ but were forced back by tbe cannon 
of the enemy. I had two or three very narrow es- 
capes^ for a piece of a shell fell within twelve inches of 
my head. The fire of the enemy was terrible for some 
time. About this period. Lord Wellington came to 
our gate^ and took a view of the fort, and then order- 
ed us to show ourselves : the moment the Frendi saw "^ 
us, they opened a very heavy fire of musketry 3 in 
consequence of which, his lordship ordered us to re- 
treat to the gate, and about ten o'clock every thing 
was ready for a general storm. A flag of truce was 
sent, with proposals to the British commander, which 
were accepted, and the French marched out of the 
garrison with the honours of war. The whole of the 
garrison consisted of two thousand five hundred and 
six ofiicers and privates, who particularly requested 
that the English might march them prisoners to 
Lisbon, in preference to either the Spaniards or the 
Portuguese : indeed, such was the spirit of the Span- 
iards at this period, that it would have been dan- 
gerous to have sent them with the prisoners. We 
found in this fort two hundred pieces of cannon, nine 
hundred barrels of gun poijrder, twenty thousand mus- 
kets, and about fifty thousand stdts of clothing, beside 
a veiy great quantity of provisions, ammunition, wine, 
spirits, and military stores of every description. I 
obtained as many things in the fort as amounted to 
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two pounds or oiore. Our colonel was made gover- 
nor of this garrison^ and very kindly sent every man a 
pair ci French shoes. We returned to the convent 
after capturing this rich and valuable fort ; and the 
two men who ran away had liked to have had their 
heads shaved for their cowardice ; but one of them 
being a sort of idiot, both were pardoned, after receiv- 
ing a severe reprimand. 

We halted in Madrid until the 218^ of August, 
which was a very great treat, as we had commonly 
Jto lay out of doors without tents. Whilst here, I saw 
Titus Burgess, William Kirk, and several other young 
men of the 3rd or King*s own dragoons, natives also 
of I^uth. 

I cannot leave Madrid without giving a short de- 
scription of it. It has eighteen parishes, thirty-five 
convents for monks, and thirty-one for nuns ; thirty- 
nine colleges, hospitals, or houses of charity ; seven 
or eight thousand dwelling houses, and nearly two 
hundred thousand inhabitants. There is also a very 
fine market-place, where the bull-fights used to take 
place : this market is well supplied with bread, meat, 
vegetables, and fruits of various sorts. In sh<Ht, 
Madrid is a very handsome city, being bnilt chiefly of 
stone : its length is aboat three miles, and its breadth 
about two. The inhabitants dress much like the 
English ; and some of the shops are very good. 
There is a description of cook shops here, which sell 
fried pepper that has the taste of meat : it is the pod 
that is fried while in a green state. Bread is also 
good, cheap, and plentiful. 

The people in Spain and Portugal do not eat so 
much flesh meat as the people in England -, but live 
more on vegetables, fruit, or oil ; so that good meat 
is scarce and dear. I have often seen from twenty to 
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thirty acres of onions in one plat^ and from thyttf. 
to forty acres of cabbages, I remenlber, when at 
Salamanca^ that the Spanish soldiers were constantly 
boiling cabbi^es^: they used to pnt onions, oil, pep- 
per, and salt among them, and thus eat altogether. 

The houses in Madrid are generally good, but in 
most of the places where I have been they have no 
glass windows : they have shutters instead, so that at 
night, or in bad weather, they close them. The win- 
ter in these parts is short, indeed in the south of 
Spain it is like our spring. 



CHAP. XI. 

On the 2 1st of August we left the Spanish capital, 
and marched for Escurial, where we arrived after a 
march of two days^ and took up our quarters in an 
uninhabited inn, and remained until the 1st of Sep- 
tember. In this place there is a palace belonging to 
the Spanish monarch, which is supposed to be one of 
the grandest buildings in Spain. Part of the army 
was quartered in the out-offices and stables of this 
magnificent edifice. 

Escurial is situated on the side of a vast mountain, 
and may be seen from Madrid, distant seven leagues. 
There were about twenty-five thousand of the allies 
quartered in this town ; but there was abundance of 
room, so that all were well accommodated, receiving 
a daily supply of French provisions from Madrid. 
While in Escurial, the captain who commanded the 
regiment was severe in the extreme. I have often 
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tflembled when I have had to be iaspected by him, 
ahhoagh I always passed his severe scnitiBy. He did 
not command long, for Colonel Johnson came from 
Madrid, and took the cmnmand from him* Althmigh 
the colonel ^d^ns an Irishman, yet he was as good an 
officer as ever commanded a regiment : he was very 
hot in his temper^ but was soon apjpeased : he was 
an officer that loved his men, and could not be happy 
unless they were comfortable ^ indeed, he has often 
been known to shed tears when we were sfiort of pro- 
visions, and could not obtain them for money. 

September the 1st, we left Escurial at four in the 
morning, and encamped in a small wood. On the 
2nd we marched over this vast chain of mountains, 
which can be distinctly seen more than sixty miles, 
and took up our quarters in a small town. On the 
3rd we arrived at Arevalo, a smart little town, with 
an excellent market 5 4th, encamped in the neigh- 
bourhood of Olmedo ; and on the 7th reached Valla* 
doHd, where we got sight of the enemy. Here we 
halted three dlys, being encamped close to a branch 
of the Douro. At this time grapes were ripe, but 
they were on the opposite side of the river ^ this, 
however, did not prevent us from obtaining a supply, 
for some of the men, taking off their clothes, swam 
over, ran a mile or two, filled their haversacks, and 
returned with their valuable ca^o. Grapes and bnead 
make an excellent repast, and are both good and 
wholesome, affording considerable nourishment. 

In this part of Spain, and all along the banks of the 
Douro, there are abundance of grapes, apples, oranges, 
lemons, sweet almonds, pears, and plums j indeed, no- 
thing could exceed the fruitfulness of these banks, for 
at least sixty miles, so that all the country within the 
district of Valladolid, and on the south of Ihe Douro, 
has a most delightful appearance* 
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Valladolid is a ^arge, compact, and handsome place. 
Columbus; the discoverer of America, died here. It 
is twenty leagues from Burgos, twenty from Salaman- 
ca, and perhaps about thirty from Madrid. On the 
1 0th we again marched in pursuit of the enemy, who 
was at no great distance from us, and encamped with- 
in twelve miles df Valladolid. On the 11 th we march- 
ed through a small market-town, the inhabitants of 
which lined the streets and windows, and shouted 
" Viva los Ingleses !" until some of them were quite 
exhausted. One poor woman came out of her house 
in a great hurry, and began to shout " Viva los Fran- 
ceses !" or " Long live the French V* From this it 
appears, that the Spaniards, used to cheer ihe French 
army, as well as ours j but the woman had forgotten 
which army it was, and perhaps to her it was of little 
importance. We encamped abont two miles from. 
this place, and on the 12th our head quarters were 
near Torquemada. ' We continued to follow the 
French army, who retreated slowly before us: I 
think we seldom marched more than eight miles a 
day. On the 14th we encamped in a grape-field, 
which extended over more than two hundred acres of 
ground -, so that we were well supplied with excellent 
grapes. The valleys produce wheat, barley, beans, 
and other grain. We had also good pastures for our 
horses and mules, and a plentiful supply of watery 
but wood was very scarce, there being little to be 
found; except poplar, which will not burn without a 
great deal of trouble. 

On the 1 6th we had some hard marching and ma- 
noeuvring, the enemy having taken a strong position 
on each side of the road leading to Burgos. Our 
division moved to the front, for the purpose of dis- 
lodging them from the heights on the left^ whilst 
another division was sent to the opposite heights for 
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the same purpose : the cavalry^ a'styoDg body of iii'>^ 
fantry^ and artillery, moved along the valley ^ and 
after a little skirmishing; the enemy marched off in 
the direction of iBurgos, leaving ns in possession of 
the hills. It was a beautiful day, and to see the 
two armies marching along, each having a line of 
skirmishers in its front, was grand j but to observe 
our cavalry scouting their, rear, and how the enemy 
scampered off, was very diverting, espedally as few 
lives were lost on the occasicm* In the even- 
ing we halted near a small village within sight of 
Burgos, and the next day encamped within two miles 
€ji the castle. The main body of the enemy marched 
in the direction of Vittoria, leaving a strong garrison 
in the castle, to which had been added a formidable 
out-work on the hill of St. Michael. Here we lay 
for two or three days, and had a grand view of an at- 
tack made upon the redoubt by the first division : in 
the second attempt it was taken,«irith the loss of four 
hundmd men on our part ; but out of five hundred of 
the enemy, only sixty-three were taken ^ the others 
escaped into the castle. The particulars are as follow : 
seventy-one killed, three hundred and twenty-three 
wounded, and sixteen missings with four captains 
and six lieutenants wounded. The assistant quarter- 
master general, and two officers of the 42nd regiment, 
were killed ) so that our loss in this small afiair was 
very great. The Portuguese are included in this 
calculation. ... 

On the 21st we marched round and encamped on 
the other side of the city, between the besiegers and 
the enemy, where we lay until the 26th, when we 
moved off to a village called Villa Tormes, about 
twenty miles above Burgos, <Ma the Viltoria road. 
This day, the whole of the division encamped to- 
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getheTj but afterwards separated into brigades ;— 
our brigade encamped on the side of a bill soutb of 
the main* road^ «nd npder a few scattered oak trees^ 
ivbere we made wig-wams or faiilB of the boughs $ 
bat from the'want of paroper matexiiilB^ could niA make 
themwater-^foof. There ware not more than three 
huts' that would turn the rain, so thai fpr twenty-£>iur 
digrs or more we were eyiposed to the constant drib* 
bliDg^r^ins/ wluicb had now set in* Some days, in- 
deed, it rahi^d all day without intenniftimi. What 
made our :sl^iffiti)un- au)at nncomfortabte and nn* 
pleasant, was; ira woe iilmo$t naked^ for we were 
neialj. out. of all. the necessaries 9o ess^utiii to.olir 
^pmfortj such ^ stockingSj shoes,, shirts, blankets, 
wstehcoi^, and tro^Ksers ^ and; what was woQse than 
alji it now.b^gisa to be T9;rY^!Co)A,,{qryi9h«a the rain 
ceaaed, di^^. w^ l^^rast a|m(>st every nighty ^so that 
we were n^i^y parishe^ ^ /Wbil^e'tn this place I heard 
disdi^^ the; repQi| of one of the great gups £ron^ 
Bufg9a cntlsj^ -although; die^ distance was [Iprenty 
milesr, • I- understood: it ~w^' «^ sixtyHeigl^t pounder, 
pnejofiifae largest fibat. is ufed^.indeed there a&reyery 
fewiai:ger tlian forty-^fo^r poimderfused in gaodsons. 
The besiegm jpadfi but .slow i^rogitess' in the reduc- 
tipn of tlHf castle : if our first division ,had had a few 
of these sixtf-eight pounders, they would, have soon 
broken down the walls, and reduced this strong uid 
formidable fortification* 

October 14th. Our regiment and the 51st:ldi the 
camp above mentioned, and 'advanced to two small 
viUages, called Upper and Lower Monasterio, on the 
left of the Vittoria road. The situation of Upper 
Monasterio is very romantic ; the village stands be- 
tween two high hills, and a little river runs through 
the valley . here is produced good flax, which the peo- 
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» pie naaQu&cture iujto cbth: the popalation does nut 
a:cQed two hundred. Hese we htwlTeiy strong guards 
to mount, and a regular working party, who were em* 
ployed in building a breasNwoxk across the valley, in 
order to check- the adyance of the. enemy, who we ex- 
pected would mdkean attempt to raise the siege of Bur- 
gos. We were right in our ^pectation, for the enemy 
soon made their, appearance. On their approach, the 
working paities hid their tools in a pond of deep water, 
and took to their arms; but the two regiments march- 
ed to the heights in the.ri^ of the tillage ahote men- 
tioned, .and there waited >the tiveaty b^t nothing of 
consequence .took place. , WeremAined.pntheheigfats 
until seven o'dodk. iii tijie evening, ^nd Qm returned 
into Upper Monasterio^ We were not aligwedtp'gp 
to our quarters,, but the twa^ regiqientp marched 
into the churchy il& erdeir th«t they might be ready If 
tibe enemy should adimoe^ sndditoli^ upoii the (^t- 
posts. To this dburcb; Ibere was ^t :<nie .doer, t^nd ft 
dim tiqper was suspendcad ^xnn tberogf, whi^ giise so 
Utde light, that we oxiMbnly just see fo lay dpwb. 
The cburdi bad no pews, or ^e two regime^ could 
not have been accommodated with room'safficient* 
I laid'down under one of the side altars : but previ- 
ous to this period, I had been, under t»onfinement for 
taking a Utde wheat from » peasant^ who coooplained 
to an officer of the dist.regiment, and be ordered me 
to the guard-house. I remained a prisoner three dayv, 
and missed a deal <ii hard duty and stormy weather, 
fbr it rained nearly all the tune I was in the guard- 
room. But this afternoon the prisoners were onier* 
ed to join their respective ccmipanies, and I never 
heard any more about the wheat ; indeed, our officers 
knew we were hungry, or we should not have trou« 
bled ourselves with raw wheat, or any thing of the 
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kind. I have known some of the officers^ who woiitd ' 
have gladly helped 4hem8elve8, if it coold have heea 
done with secrecy: hunger often caused us to do 
things^ which we should have been ashamed to do, if 
we had had plenty : but this vras not the case, for we 
have often been working and watching the enemy 
eighteen hours out of the twenty-four, having dnly 
the same scanty allowance, and sometimes not that. 

This evening, as we returned into the village, all 
the ovens were occupied in baking bread, as we 
thought for the French anny; for before this, we 
could ohMn bread neither for love nor money. The 
Spaniards have often supplied the enemy^ and left us 
destitute of that essential article, although we were 
fighting their battles, and doing all in our power to' 
ftee them from the yoke of Buonaparte; but at the 
bottom, the Spaniards in thi* port did not like us, 
and indeed our commanders were too easy with them, 
for they should have insisted on a supply, as the 
French frequently did ^ for they would either have 
bread or money ^ and this might be one reason why 
the enemy was supplied with such promptitude* 
But to return to the church : it had^ as I said before, 
only one entrance, over which we had a sentry placed, 
in order that nothing might be taken out About mid- 
night the sentinel had ftdlen into a sound sleep^ and 
in the midst of the av^ful stillness of the night, one of 
the 51st regiment exclaimed, with all the confidence 
of truth, that the enemy was coming in at the door. 
^ Here they are !** said he, in an apparent fright. It 
is impossible for me to describe the dreadful confusion 
that ensued : some of the men began to load their 
muskets, and others to fix their bayonets; saying, 
'^ Charge, charge out of the door!" The adjutant 
being the only officer in the church, commanded us 
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tp load^ sayings he was detemiined at all events to 
brush out at the door. At length a person ventured 
out, and in a moment returned, saying, the alarm was 
fabe, for there was no individual near the church. 
When inquiry was made, it was found that the man 
who had given the alaiin had beSn dreaming that 
the enemy had surrounded the church, and that we 
were in imminent danger of being taken prisoners. 
This explanation allayed our^ears, and we again laid 
down to rest J but at three o'clock in the morn- 
ing we left the church* and took a position on the 
hills, about a mile from the town, and waited until 
day-light, when the enemy made their appearance on 
the opposite hills. It was a very wet morning, and 
every man was as wet as though he had been dipped 
in a river. About ten o'clock we received our biscuit, 
which had been so soaked with rain, that every man's 
allowance' appeared nearly as big again as it usually 
was. We remained on the heights until the after- 
noon, looking at each other; our sentinels being 
within two hundred yards of the enemy's, and neither 
appearing inclined to advance. At four o'clock, 
however, two brigades of cavalry arriving, took our 
ground; and we then retired about three miles in- 
to Villa Tormes, and were quartered in the church : 
here we lay on the bare stones, with little or no cover- 
ing. In the morning we left the church, formed on 
a green near the town, and piled our arms ; but were 
not allowed to pull off our accoutrements. In about 
an hour orders came for our advance ; but we had 
not proceeded more than a mile, when we were or- 
dered to retreat to the same place, where we piled 
arms, and began to cook our provisions. 

We remained here until afternoon, when we were 
directed to fall in, for the enemy's advanced guard was 
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within a short distance of the vilh^. We aecoi^- 
ingly advanced to meet them $ bat the enemy being so 
strong and formidable^ we retreated through Villa 
Tormes, and took up a position on the bank of a small 
riyer^ which our people had made deeper by damming 
it below the town ; but scarcely had we lined our- 
selves on the bank, before we were attacked by the 
advanced guard. We immediately commenced a brisk 
fire on them, which continued until our pieces were 
so hot, that we could scarcely hold them. This check* 
ed the enemy, and kept them back for some time; 
but their skirmishers being supported by a strong 
regiment of infantry, now advanced to the edge of the 
river in great force, and compelled us to retreat to- 
wards the top of the hill^'on which we had been pre- 
viously encamped. While in the act of retreating, 
we kept up a heavy, constant, and well-directed fire j 
but notwithstanding this^the enemy crossed the river 
and followed us nearly to the summit of the hill. 
Suddenly, however, six pieces of cannon, which had 
been hidden behind the hill^ unknovni either to us or 
to the enemy, were dragged to the summit, where they 
opened a terrible fir^^ which caused them to retreat 
in consternation : we followed, and galled them se- 
yei*ely, forcing them to retrace their steps over the 
river faster than they came : after which, we retired 
to the top of the hill, and piled arms. 

About a mile to our right, our second brigade was 
sharply engaged : they had two pieces of cannon, and 
succeeded in beating the enemy back. Our regiment 
being now stationed on the side of the hill, had a grand 
sight : the enemy's regiment that supported their skir- 
mishers continued still under the brow of the opposite 
hill, not being aware that a division of British infan- 
try, four or five regiments of cavalry, and two brigades 
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€A artUlery^ were so near to them : indeed our cavalry 
got within three hundred yards before they were per- 
ceived. As soon as the enemy's raiment knew their 
situation^ off they scampered through Villa Tormes^ 
but had only just passed through the town^ when the 
cannon of the fifth division began to play upon them : ' 
it now began to be dusk^ but we heard our cavalry 
chai^ng the enemy several times^ driving them near- 
ly io Monasterio* 

Our loss in this skirmish was two men wounded, 
one of whom had to undergo amputation. I saw the 
doctor perform the operation ; but the poor man sur- 
vived only a few days. The other man never left the 
regiments During this skirmish^ I had a very narrow 
escape : I was in the act of speaking to my comrade^ 
who had been struck with a spent ball^ when a shot 
passed so near my mouth that I felt the wind it occa- 
sioned. The shots fired by the French infantry were 
numerous^ but no man was hurt by them : the two men 
above mentioned^ were wounded by a cannon-shot. 
Next morning there was no movement : we remain- 
ed during the day in the same place^ and saw the 
smoke arise from the enemy's camp^ which was about 
six miles from ours. Here our further advance was 
checked^ for the enemy having been strongly rein- 
forced> seemed determined to fight^ or force us to 
retreat. Owing to these and other circumstances. 
Lord Wellington thought it prudent to retreat into 
Portugal : he mighty indeed^ have fought the enemy 
on this ground 3 but he €Ould not have maintained 
it to advantage^ his supplies and hospitals being so 
distant, and the winter having already made its 
appearance. 
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CHAP. XII. 

On the evening of the 20th October^ we began the 
memorable retreat from Burgos^ but left a man of > 
each company behind us to keep the fires burnings in 
order to deceive the enemy, that they might not know 
we had commenced our retreat. In about an hour, 
the men left with the fires joined us : we marched ail 
the night, passed Burgos castle towards morning, and - 
continued to retreat until we had marched nearly forty 
miles, being fatigued to that degree, that several of 
the men actually dropped down in the ranks. 

The next morning we moved again, marched thir- 
ty-two miles, and encamped in a large grape-field, at 
the edge of which, and within two hundred yards of 
our camp, were several vdne-vaults. I was very tired, 
laid myself down, and fell into a sound sleep ^ but 
was awakened by the constant rattling of canteens, ^ 
and the cry of " Who wants water ?" One of the 
men gave me a drink, and instead of water, it proved 
to be wine. '' Where did you get it V* was the en- 
quiry. " Over there," said the man, pointing to the 
place. I immediately got up, and set off to seek the 
wine-vaults, and soon found one; but the Spaniard 
who owned it was watching : he however directed me 
to another. When I got thi^re I found several sol- 
diers, one of whom had a lighted stick, with which 
we descended into the cellar, and obtained as much 
wine as we wanted. In the morning, so many of the 
men were drunk, that it astonished the colonel and 
officers, who could not imagine how or where the 



y Google 



121 

m^n had obtained the liquor. I kept myself soW *, 
indeed I was very ill^ for the two last days' march- 
es had nearly oYercome my strength. 

The wine-vanlts in this part of Spain are curiously 
constructed^ being cut out of the solid ground. The 
materials £or the casks are prepared, and then put to* 
gether inside the vaults. Some of them are very large, 
and will hold three thousand gallons and upwards. 
The door-ways of the vaults are so narrow, that one 
man only can enter at once, and he must go sideways. 
Some of our men, while in these vaults, pulled out 
the plug or bung of one of the casks j the wine rush- 
ing out, caused such a strong fiime, that they could 
not get the bung in again : the whole of the wine 
ran out -, and the next morning one man was found 
drowned, and floating in the wine ! What must have 
been the feelings of the poor inhabitants, when they 
visited their cellars, and found them emptied of their 
valuable contents ! 

This morning we moved off in the direction of Pa- 
lencia, the enemy being close upon our rear. At 
Torquemado our rear-guard had a most desperate 
action with the enemy, who pressed so hard upon 
them that we were in danger of losing a brigade of 
light dragoons ; but Colonel Halket, with his brigade 
of German infantry, succeeded in beating the enemy 
back with very great loss. The colonel of the 1 6th 
light dragoons, however, was taken prisoner on this 
occasion. 

October 23rd. Our division pushed on to Vallado- 
lid, in order to intercept the enemy at that place. 
We suffered dreadfully on this retreat. The first day 
we marched nearly forty miles ^ on the second, thirty- 
two miles J and on the third, nearly thirty miles. 
Men frequently fell down in the ranks quite exhaust- 
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ed^ and in some instances I have known them expire 
on the spot. I have often seen three or fcfox fine- 
looking horses fall down and die in the course of a 
day. This evening we reached the neighbourhood of 
Valladolid^ and encamped 5 on the 24th we crossed 
the bridge^ formed on the other side of the river^ and 
threw up a breast-work opposite the bridge* The 
miners also began to bore^ in order to blow it up : 
they bored down to the foundations of the middle 
arches^ and filled the place with powder, having a 
quantity ready to lay a train 5 sq that whenever the 
enemy attempted to crx>ss the bridge, we could send it 
into the air. Here we remained three days. This 
day I went on guard about eight hundred ysurds above 
the bridge, in a beautiful garden, the. end of which 
was washed by this river. Sentries were placed on 
its banks to watch the enemy, who might have got 
over, there being a large boat on the other side; but. 
our business was to fire on the man who attempted 
to remove it. 

On the 26th the enemy appeared on the other side 
of the river in great force, and placed twelve pieces of 
cannon on a hill opposite the bridge, from which they 
played on us 3 but having some strong buildings and 
breast-works in our front, there was little or no exe- 
cution done. While in these gardens, I went to some 
distance to obtain potatoes -, but the garden to which 
I went was completely exposed to the enemy^ who, 
when they saw two or three of us together, fired on 
us with musketry. We wwe not to be intimidated 
by their fire, neither would we move a jot until we 
had obtained a supply ; and, strange as it may appear, 
not one man received a wound, although sixty or. an 
hundred had visited this garden on the same errand. 
The only person killed at this place was a woman of - 



y Google 



123 

the 51st regudent^ who bad heedlessly approached too 
near the bridge. 

la the afteraooa of the 27th^ after a sevete cannon- 
ading on both sides^ orders were ^ven to blow up the 
bridge, and retreat to Tordesillas. The bridge imme- 
diately blew up into the air^ and we b^gan our retreat -, 
and the enemy's enralry entered one end of the market^ 
place as we went out of the other. We marched until 
dark^ and encamped near the Douro, It was a grand 
sight to see the contending armies on the sides of the 
river, frequently within one mile of each other ; in- 
deed, both armies cain6 to the Donro for water, and' 
fiequen% at the same tim^. We had taken the pre- 
caution, however, to send a number of men to blow 
up the bridge at TordesOlas, if occasion should require 
such a measure. The next day we marched through a 
delightful country : on our right was the Douro, and 
the enemy marching on its north bank frequently with- 
in sight. The river in this part is wide and deep, so 
that they could not cross over to us, nor we to them. 

About the 29th we appeared before Tordesillas, and 
encamped two mOes from the bridge, and about three 
from Rueda, which was in our rear : here we made 
a stand, having a good position, s^d a rising ground 
behind us. Our division encamped so regulariy, that 
we had only to fall in, and we were ready either to 
fight or march. I went from this place to Olmedo 
with Captain Reed, our acting paymaster, to draw a 
fortnight's pay for the regiment. The first night we 
stopped at Rueda 5 in two days we reached Olmedo, and 
took up our quarters in a good house : here the captain 
obtained two thousand dollars, which I carried to our 
quarters. ITie next day we returned by the way of 
Medina del Campo, and were quartered in one (^ the 
uost comfortable houses I was ever in, in this part of 
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Spain. The next day we reached Riieda, and were, 
quartered in the same hoote as hefore ; and on tte 
following morning arriyed at the camp, andfeand 
things in the same state as we left them. While ia 
this place we stripped. a house and convoDt, not moie 
than a mile from our camp, of all the wood. We took 
the roofs, door-posts, haulks, and every thing that 
would burn, to cook widi : in this part wood was un*' 
commonly scarce. Several of the men of our diviaon 
were hurt by the fiedling of the convent. 

About the 5th of November, General Hill, with all 
the troops under his command, joined us at Raeda'^ 
there was a strong. Spanish division also encamped 
about half a mile in our rear : but notwithstanding 
the junction of our armies, the French had the advanw 
t^e both in numbers and positions. In consequience 
of the French army trying to out-flank us, we broke 
up fitim before Tordesillas, and feU back on Sabman>« 
ca. At this period the days were fine, but the nights 
uncommonly cold, which greatly distressed us. In 
this stage of the retreat we had plenty of provisions, 
but were almost destitute of clothing. During diis 
movement, we left Medina del Campo on our lefty 
marched through La Nava del Rey, and moved towards 
Salamanca, but kept more to the right than .we bad 
ever done before : the reason of this was, tb^t a park 
of the French army was moving in this direction, in 
order to get into our rear, and cut off our retreat from 
Kodrigo 3 but in this they were disappointed, for we 
reached Salamanca in good order and in good spirits, 
notwithstanding our distressing marches, and took up 
our quarters in a convent on the north side of tiie 
city. Here we lay two days, and received orders te 
get whatever clothing was to be found in the general 
hospitals. We then obtained a seasonable supply, for 
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ay of us were nearly naked : all that I had^ except^ 
ing a pair of new shoes^ whidi were too smaU for me, 
was not worth siitpence. We had been using our 
fvesent clothing almost two years^ most of the time 
on aetnal service; and about five months of that period 
out <rf doors. 

C^ the 13th November the enemy had collected in 
great force near the village where we had been en< 
gaged on the SKHh of June. We marched to our old 
pontion, intendii^ to give f^em battle -, but soon re- 
turned to the Gonvent^ the enemy not daring to fight 
on this ground. They^ howeyer^ made another at- 
tempt to titm our right flank, and to cut off our re- 
treat : to prevent this, we took up a position on part 
of the same ground where the ever-memorable battle 
of Sabunanci^ had been fought^ and expected to fight 
another engagement to be designated the second bat- 
tle of Salamanca. The two armies were in motion^ 
Ihe whole of our baggage had already been sent to the 
rear, and our division was in line ready for battle ; 
bat the enemy atill manoeuvred in order to turn our 
right wing, which they nearly effected^ but the mo- 
ment Lord Wellington learnt their intention, he gave 
orders for .xmr retreat towards Rodrigo, when we 
bn^e into column, and moved off. It now began to 
rain very ^Rst, and continued all that day and most of 
the night: I accidentally found a biscuit-bag, and 
threw it over my shoulders, and every time if was sat- 
umted with water, my comrade and I wrung it out : 
by this means I kept much dryer than could have 
been expected 5 but after all; I was as wet as though 
I had been dipped in water : the rain fell in tor- 
rents ^ indeed, part of the country- through which we 
passed was completely inundated. After dark, we 
encamped in a wood, completely drenched, and almost 
g3 
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Jost in mjre and water. Hate we ky in our wet 
clothes^ esposed to tbe incknacsDcy of . tbe dmaaa, 
having nothing to partake, of bat cdd water: cnir 
nun^ which woidd have been very aec^fntrible, eonU 
not be obtained. After aU, I got a good aleqi on iktt 
wet ground nntil mornings when we reonniineooed 
onr march. I shaU ev«f reodeodier tfass^ days; we 
marched several niiks np to the andcs in water, 
sometimes indeed up to the kn^es, and jcontkiaed to 
move along through nsod and iniie nnlal night> and 
then encamped in a place cqm^cAdy Jooded vfiA 
water. A shmbbery being near^ wecntdowa ^be 
boughs of the young tncs^. and piled tfaon on tlM 
ground nntil we raised oncaelsies out of llie waleri 
and in fiiia wa^ nwde the best, of our condtilloB. 
Here we jspent the night a^n -withonl a mmsd to 
eat or drink^ exc^ cold witter: afteridl^ wewwe 
cheerful^ keeping op eai^ othcs^s spioits* In* the 
morning weidl in> and recommeiteed ^r retveafef 
but had ito Leave one of our poor £^wa^ lAo had 
pmshed fiiom cold and hunger: he was buried by hn 
comrades^ who with feeUugs of rejspret and aonow 
consigned him to his long home* 

On the 1 6th we moved off, it being a SoetUDwaaag; 
and soon had to encounter the worst road I ever aaiw t 
the wholje of our baggage, and part^of the anny,.h«i^ 
ing passed aiong, had made it like a bog-mirtti - I' 
have known some of our men s&i^ mto the mad^ and 
stkk 99 fast m possible ; others have gone to their 
assistance, and all have stuck fost together! Thia 
was frequently the case : hundi>eds of the men k>9t 
their shoes, and were obliged to w^ bare-lbol the 
remainder of the retraat* I had a stn^p budded 
tight over each instep and under each shoe, so that 
I did not lose mine j but I frequently stuck £fi6t in 
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the nmd. We at length' got out of the mire into 
better road i but had to quicken our pace^ there being 
a considerable distance between us and the 5th divi- 
sion^ The enemy;, who were on our lef^ flank, saw 
and iook advantage of this opening in our line of 
march^ bf dashing into it^ and taking a great deal of 
our light bagga^i Our general. Lord Dalhousie, 
WBS amongst the principal losers. At this period, 
GeneraiPaget^ the present Marquis of Anglesey, rid- 
ing to the rear to aiscertain what was tiiie cause of the 
7th ^vision being delayed^ missed his road> and was 
taken prisoner; The enemy pressing upon us, and our 
cavalry being distant, we were obliged to send the 
guttners of the %ing artillery afiter them, our regi- 
ment, and 1^ 51 St moving on to their support I but 
die enemy scampered o£P at full speed with what 
booty they had obtained. ^. 

We at length got clear of the wood^ and began to 
descend a s^ep hill^ from which we had a cheering 
idew of the British cavalry drawn up on the opposite 
Mfl? the sight was grand and encouAiging to as. 
Having descended into the valley^ we crossed a deep 
rlvcJr^ tlie water being as cold as ice : in a fewtni*- 
notes we had to cross another river, deeper than the 
former y and^ to augment our distresses^ the enemy 
posted themselves, #ith twelve pieces' of cannon, on 
the hill from which we had just descended, anidiriir- 
mediately commenced a desperate cannonading on 
our raiment and the 51st. We formed line, and 
stood for six hours up to the ancles in mud and water, 
and dumig that period were completely exposed, hav- 
ing nothing to shelter us from their fire : not a man, 
however, of our regiment was either killed or wound- 
ed. When the enemy's shots came near us, we ad- 
vanced two or three hundred yarck, wml the balls 
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weDt over our heads a ponsiderable distance | and 
when they shortened their quantity of powder, and 
the shots fell near us again, we retreated four or 
£ve hundred yards : by these means many lires were 
saved. I saw Several branches of the trees struck off, 
and one horse wounded. This day we were in a 
miserable plight j up to the ancles in water for six 
hours, after a march of fifteen miles, without any- 
thing to eat or drink. After this we had to go to th^ 
brink of the river, and remain there all night, to watch 
the enemy, who were enjoying themselves in a vil- 
lage not more than half a mile distant. In an old 
mill, on the bank of this river, we found a poor wo- 
man lying dead) she had expired from hunger and 
fatigue : none of us knew who she was, but supposn 
ed her to h&ve belonged to our army or to, the Por- 
tuguese. 

About midnight we received our rum,« which re- 
vived us ; but it made some of our men so exceeding- 
ly intoxicated, that they could not stand in the ranks. 
There was do wonder at this, for we had been long 
without food, at least forty-eight hours. About two 
o'clock in the morning, a regiment of light dragoons 
came and took our post, and we moved off to join the 
division, which was encamped near a wood, two 
miles from the river. When we reached the division, 
we found the wood on fire in every direction, which 
was unintentionally caused by the soldiers, who had 
made fires at the foot of the large oak trees. In this 
wood were a great number of pigs, which had been 
driven from the towns and villages in the neighbour- 
hood to eat the acorns, and to fatten on them : scores 
of them were shot by our men, who thus obtained a 
supply of pork ^ but I could not procure a morsel either 
for hfy^ or inooey. 
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17th. We commenced our march as usual : one of 
our men, having a camp-kettle full of boiled wheat, 
gave me two or three spoons fuH > and this was the 
onl^ food I had partaken during three whole days, so 
that it helped me greatly. This day I obtained leave 
to fiftU out^ and coming into an inclosed country, 
where haws, sloes, and hips were plentiful^ I stopped 
behind most of the day, to satisfy my craving appe^ 
tite with them. We encamped in a place where 
wood and water were plentiful, but I was immedi- 
ately ordered on the advance guards and had to stand 
sentry four hours during the night. Here, to our 
great joy, a quantity of bread and rum reached the 
commissary, and we received three days' bread, and 
one day's meat and ruih} but having bad so little 
to eat during the last three days, my appetite was 
nearly gone. I drank a little broth, and eat two 
small bits of biscuit, with a little meat, which seem- 
ed to go against my stomach ; but in the morning 
my appetite came to me, and I cracked biscuits the 
greater part of the day. My comrade, having im- 
prudently drank his allowance of rum upon an empty 
stomach, nearly lost his life in consequence : he fell 
asleep, and I tried every method, in vain, to awake 
him. At length I went to the captain, to know 
what was to be done : he ordered me to stop with 
him, and if the enemy came, I was to leave him to 
his fate, and make my escape to my company. When 
the regiment had gone out of the camp, I obtained a 
mule, put poor James on its back, and off we started 
for Rodrigo > but the sun had no sooner risen and 
began to warm him, than he awoke, and came to 
himself. We soon got sight of the city of Rodrigo, 
but had to cross a river called the Agueda. Up to 
this period I was sound and well ; but in crossing 
G 5 
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tills river^ a qnafotify of sand got into my ahoes^ widcii 
made me a complete cripple ; I had marched four of 
five hundred miles^ and witf completely knocked up. 
Had this happened near Sakmanca, I shonld most 
certainly have been taken prisofi^r^ as it troidd have 
been impossible for me to have got out of the vtray* 
I did not join the Kgiment until late in the night. 
We were encamped about six miles frotn Rodrigo;^ 
north of die Galiegos road^ and not biore than twelve 
miles horn PortugaL 

In the morning we marched again : I was so ex-^ 
ceedingly lame^ that I could not keep up with ^e 
regiment^ but followed^ and did not arrive at Alb 
Madilla until the evening. Indeed^ I walked witb 
the greatest paiti and trouble to myself, having fre- 
quently to take off my shoes and walk bare->fbot* 
The French army followed us until within about 
eight leagues of Ciudad Rodrigo^ when^ finding alt 
attempts to intercept ou.r retreat useless, ihey gave! 
up further pursuit, and retired into cantonments in 
the neighbourhood of Salamanca. Thus ended th€ 
memorable campaign of 1812. 



CHAP. xm. 

Whils at Alia Madilla, I received a letter from 
England, with intelligence of the death of my bro- 
ther William, who had been fixed in business at 
Boston only eleven months, when he expired in a 
deep decline. The news suiprised me, but being so 
harassed with my late sufferings during the retreat. 
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I could not grieve^ although I lo^ my brother^ and 
missiBid him very mu^ when. I returned from Spain 
and Portug^. I thought it a strange and wonderful 
thing that I should be spared in the midst of dangers^ 
and when near perishing with cold^ ^tigue^ and hun- 
ger^ and he be cut off from the midst of plenty, at 
the early age of twenJy-four. 

28th. This morning the colonel sent for me, say- 
ing, he was going to send me to the head quarters 
of the army, to be servant to a captain^ who had just 
been tran^erred from the .52nd regiment to ours : 
his name was Captain Charles Wood, Deputy Assis- 
tant Adjutant GeneraL . The colonel gave me a letter 
cf recommendation, saying, he hoped I should behave 
welL The regiment then marched off for its winter 
quarters, and after a, march of four days reached St. 
Martino, its destination* The regiment having left 
Alia Madilla, I started for Freynada, where I arrived 
about two o'clock on the same day. The captain re- 
ceived me well, and ordered me to go to the other 
servants, who lived in the stable, where we were very 
comfortable and happy j indeed, after our late unpa- 
ralleled sufferings and fatigues, the stable was like a 
palace, especially to me,,who had been exposed in the 
open air day and night during the summer, without a 
tent or covering. There were four of us lived toge- 
ther 5 myself, an EAglish groom named Crawley, a 
Spanish muleteer, and a Portuguese servant : this was 
our family. I had to attend my master, and draw the 
provisions for the whole, having the Spanish muleteer 
to assist me in fetching the provisions from the com- 
missary stores. My master dined with Lord Welling- 
ton about twice a week. 

Freynada, tl^e then head quarters of the British 
army, is on the frontiers of Portugal : it does not con- 
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^st of^ more than fifty honses ; has one churchy at»il 
about two hundred inhabitants : it is five leagues ffoai 
Rodrigo^ three from Ahneida; and about six hem 
Guarda. Lord Wellington had the best house in the 
village J the Prince of Orange had one near the mar- 
ket-place ; and tny master's house was about one hun- 
dred yards south of the latter. Lord WelUngton and 
his staff officers used to hunt during the winter season $ 
and on one occasion the hounds i^tarted a large wolf, 
which was hunted several miles : he at length got into 
a hole, and thus escaped. Another day, a wild cat 
ivas started, and the hounds with difficulty succeeded 
in takiug her. One evening a fox was brought to my 
master in a bag, and I was ordered to take him to the 
huntsman : the officers expected much sport from this 
fbx, but were disappointed 5 for when he was turned 
out of the bag, beh0ld> poor* reynard was already as 
dead as a stone. 

Lord Wellington was highly respected bjr the in- 
habitants of this part of Portugal, and also by the offi- 
cers aiid soldiers under his command. His lordship 
tised to walk in the market-place of Fre3mada for 
hours together, in a grey great coat, and in every re- 
spect as plainly dressed as though he had been biit a 
captain or subaltern officer. During my stay at this 
place, I have often admired the afibbility of his lord- 
ship. The Prince of Orange was a companion of 
' Captain Wood's, ahd being a constant visitor at my 
master s, I had frequent opportunities of seeing him, 
ind conversing with him. Lord Wellington has 
often visited our stables to view the horses, as did 
Lord Aylmer, and several other of the officers. 

In the beginning of December I was sent to Al« 
meida, to procure some tarpaulings, tiomake my mas- 
ter's room more comfortable. I succeeded in obtain- 
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^ sonie> and we divided his hXHn. I have stated 
bt^Elr^ that> in general, the houses in Spain and Por« 
tii^ have na glass windowa^ bat have large sbntteie 
instead^ which are closed in winter and stormy wea- 
ther. In these la^ shatters there b generally a 
small apertiire left to admit^he light : over this aper- 
tare we p«t apieoe of fine cambric moslin, which an* 
swered the place of glass. We ako built a fire-place 
and a chimney, a thing very uncommon in Portugal ; 
foxd thus made his room what we called comfortable. 
But what a place for a nobleman's son to live in ! I 
have seen hundreds of stables preferable to it. 

On the 23rd ci December I was again -sent to Al- 
meida, to purchase groceries. This is a very strong 
fortification, has a deep ditch, a double wall, and is in 
every respect well fortified. At this period, however, 
there were only a few P<Mrtugnese soldiers in it. Be- 
fore I got home, it became dark, and I unfortunately 
got into a wrong road, so that I was completely lost. 
However I let the horse go his own way, and he 
brought me home in safety. 

The next day we killed a young kid for our Christ- 
mas dinner, and we had what we considered .a deltght- 
fdl repast, but nothing to be compared to what some 
of the poorest peasants have in England^ However 
we were content, and where contentment is, there is 
a feast. After our dinner was ovev I had to wait at 
table, at Lieutenant Brown's, of the adjutant general's 
department, where my master used to dine. We pas- 
sed the evening there very comfoftably^ 

The 5th of January being the anniversary of the 
taking of Rodrigo, there was to be a grand ball given 
by the Spaniards in honor of that jnemorable event. 
My master being invited, we left Freynada on the 
4th, arrived at AUamada, and spent. the evening with 
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the 52])d veglmeft^: mf truster dipfd w^ Us. di4. 
coucfaomm, for be had belonged to thQ:^12ad befturr 
he came to QiM* ii^^baedt^ Afil^rcUiiQerj(^he)Berv%jftts; 
and fieY^ifkl of the Spanii^s- of both 8e;x€|S danced what^ 
b called the FandaBgo^ one ntf Ae most <4>%B«ne apd 
innBnodeat dances: that possibly can be : .they have two 
wooden tattles, witi^ wbich tbey befi^ tiope; this is 
the favourite danoe of the Spaniai^ds ai^t P^rtmpi^ese* 
The next. mossing. I arose at «etcBi;o'docfc» tad aJb- 
tosded to my mttsteF: after braakfai^ we started f<Hr 
the grand ball at the cHy cf JRoddgo f arrived there 
about one. o clock, and was quarteled in a veiy fine 
house, the lower rooms of wbicb we used as stables. 
The town was all bustle, behog crowded by the Spa- 
nish gentry. In the ew&m^g my ma^Kteir ^nessed, aipd. 
went to the ball; but there. wil^Bp.^Histing for me; 
for I was left with the. baggage aidd hpKses^ not hav- 
ing a sixpeooe jto spend in refreshment Indeed my 
mast^ neglected me yery muqhi but. I esKcaose^ him, 
farhewasyoungandrinexperienc^ed. The text morn- 
ing several noblemen, gen^raU,. and other officers 
brealifos^ at0tir quarters, and I waited at taUe inmy 
old diabhy clothes. After. breakfast, I and another 
servant set off for Guinaldo, where a ball was g^ven 
by the officew of the 43rd regiment of light infantry. 
We passed a wolf, pn the road, which did rtot, how- 
ever^ show any dispositiim to attack us. We arrived 
at Guinaldo about three o'clock, and had not been 
long there, before my mast^ bad to dress for the balL 
While dressing^ I asked him whether he thought I 
could travel without. money or provisions; he made 
some frivolous excuses, and then gave me six shillings, 
telling me to buy some com for the horses. The 
corn cost four and sixpence, so that I had only eigh- 
teen-pence for my^lf : I had travelled ten leagues. 
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had bfeen from home thrae dsys, my miMter not so 
muehasa^ingnewhetlMFl Wiaftedanytliiiig. Af^ 
ter be had gone to dine^ I was ihnfted to dime aho^ and 
got an exodeitt 4\aDtr, vapper, and plenty oi good 
whak. X trent abo to the baU^ stayed ontil I waa tmd 
ont^ and tben'retonied to sty qaartcra, and^ wentto' 
sleep f but was awoke at three o'clock in the morning^* 
to partake of refreshment and to' drink wine again. 
After whidi i laid myself dd«rn, and slc^t on one of 
the forms untH daylight. AiWr breakfast we started 
for Freynada; abad arrived thet^ af^ traTeiling nearly * 
siitty miles on the frontiers of Spain and Portugal. 

We had a pr^s^ an^erery other reqaisite for print*- 
ing^ ai head quarters^ and all die general orders were 
printed. Captain Wood's em^oyment was to sign 
the gehenii orders^ direct them/ and send diem to 
the different divisions, brigades, and depdts trader 
the command of Lord Wellington. I used to help 
to fold' them up, and always carried them to the 
pott-office. The eaptaih, tike many others, tlrove' 
every thing to the last pildh : we were -all harry and- 
bustle until the post was ready to statft One ^ven*- 
ing, trhHe helping to folduip getteitil brd^rt, I request*' 
ed the captam to give me & suit of coloured elothesy 
having had my present clothing more than tWo yearfr, 
and most of that time on actuid service :' all the an* 
swer he made to my request was, that if I had colour*^ 
ed clothes the Spaniards would 'tlunk nothing of me ; 
but while I had my reghncntals oil, however shaUiy 
they might appear, the Spaniards would respect me; 
and 'look on me as one of their ddiv^rers. This waa 
an excellent excuse to save his money; but I diffisred 
in opinion with the captain, and thought a good suit 
of clothes would have done me infinitely more good 
than all the respect that might have been shown me 
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by the Spaaiatds or Bortngnese. He told me, iiow*-' 
ever^ tW I sbooU go to the regiitteiit, aad get my 
new clothing* A fiew days after this, one of die staff ' 
officers of the sixth division sent to head quarters fbr 
my master to aoeomplMi.a eertain intrigiie, which had 
been entered into in a Spanish EEonily, bnt the thing 
was foand out, and the servant was obliged to return 
withoat the prize. This servant had to go widiin one - 
mile of onr regimeDt^ and having a spare horse^ I 
went with ham. The irst day we reached- Cderico, 
•the second day I arrived at the regiment, aild received 
my new clothing. At Celerioo, on my return, I drew 
provisions at the oonmiiasary> stores ; and next day I 
reached a small village caUed Snbral de Sierra. Here, 
for the first time in Portugal, I slept in a bed, atid 
was very oomlbrtable. One of the peasant's daugh- 
terr said I was IttLe her absent brother $ and because 
of this, they were very kind to me. There was not 
an Englishman in the town, or near it, but myself.- 
In the night We heard the howiing of wolves : the 
peasant told me they woold not hnrt people in the- 
day^-time, but -they were " multo mal** at night ; that 
is, they were evil in the night. The next day I ar- 
rived at the vdlage to which our Portuguese servant 
belonged. I called at his mother's, who invited me 
to stq> all night at her house. She made a good sup- 
per for me, consisting of boUed potatoes and olive oil. 
I retised to rest^ and dept in a comer of the room on 
somediean straw, having a bbnket to cover me. Af- 
ter partaking of a good breakfieat of bread and goat's 
milk, I started for Preynada, and arrived there about 
noon* My journey was about om; hundred and twen- 
ty miles, through a very romanne country : but I met 
witii nothing but civiKty and the best of treatment 
from the Portuguese in the several towns and villages 
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tluei^h. which I passed. Indeed^ al tU» period, I 
yn» not at a loss to know: what the inhiibitants said^ I 
coold^eakthe Portiigae8e.laQgiiagi& welL . 

la the l)egia^i^ of April 1813 I was sent to the 
great £ur at Ahndda^ to purchase oords, eandles, and 
sundry other artkks for my. inaster's use. At tfaia 
fair lliere was abundanoe oi oords» straps, leadiier, .salt, 
siigar, and every thing, that was requisite fear neces-* 
sarie^ ojc food; the iair;Was imecmmioiily crowded 
vriih buyers ;an4 sellers. Having purdiBsed every, 
thing that I had ocders for, I cetnnied to Freynads: 
the same evening, the. captain b^ng. satisfied widi* 
virhat I had bought. We now b^giSk.to prepare fo& 
agidn taking the field, nnd made every thing reedy tor 
ni^ph at the shortest notice. . . 

. About the lOth of April, orders eaiifte for my master, 
to le^ve. Portugal,, and to join ouraraaqrinBanin, in 
the.capacity of aid-de-camp to (ieneral Stewart. . My: 
master was brother to. Gokmel Wood, of the royal 
east Middlesex militia, and nephew, to the late Mar--: 
quls of Londonderry* He scdd, he would take me 
with him.to England ^i>^<n thence to Russia, and 
wrote the next dily,. requesting the cokmel to place my. 
name on the list of oiir dep6t in England. I cariied: 
the letter to the post-office with a light heart, beingt 
confident I should go with him ; but allmy. hopes were 
blasted, the colonel, in answer to my master's letter^ 
telling hi|n> he could not aUow me to leave Portugal, 
for it was against the standing orders <^ the army to. 
allow an effective man to leave .on any account. I 
was in consequence doomed to pass through, sufferinp 
greater than ever. The captidn sold all the cordage 
and other necessariestllit I bought at Almeida fair : he 
also sold two of his horses, and several other things. 
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Gecxii^HaiiMi^lirodierib'tlie aniil^ cmm i riMMy 
general. We had ■a^i i^W P ef eiy yoceededmawBithan 
•k miles, wlicit aqrlMtt^MMSf wilkmfl^flndiriuk 
in M speed, iMie of ilie Mmip* bnkc^ in4 1 BUTOM^^ 
ly escal^ed being is^kdr>a ttie f^ 
God, in tins insttnee as weUesuimniy^JiiMiBr pM* 
served me. I a^ln^ t»ce6»d»i* ip s>»ffla& Ida^ 
end rods tackto.fleek wtf sttinip! faevliig fsuid i^ 
I imngitorartliB peakotmy-seddleyaiid 4m(b Ci^we^ 
mmninofABjmxMrfi. WeenatedeiSabagal^aiid 
obtained the beytqiuiteis tbe toim aiMrded bol^ im 
oafselvi^ a|id besfisi "neie was a i4sftfe aq»MV^ 
meiltiathisfkiiei' tvlien I §M passed thiisa^ Sslm* 
gal, notiiing ocmU exceed 4ie niis^ and cBstress'of tiMi 
inhidiitnuts ? so— ivate dying, of banger^ andetiiers 
vece enlireiy «dDed«^ ^B«i<4D4bi»'OOoteitGii^ tiling 

Ba^ea^tohKdJiitf^&eiqkrT^ fmtAagmoA 

lepassidg: of ideMdHttentt^of wcUim4siA BtiHAt ofi^ 
esn eenftriboted mdcb-ttftbe ImpciSVemenl of this onee 
distressed tovb;. Iteiag-^sfveaia^I^s^ttevieiw^ 
titK oid'<K»^er; and lookiDg ftiam thi 4op^fo agalrw 
den> iMy sdmet)dog4lWi|4aattii»t)6df,%itb^eQfdl 
JMBid its middle : owiortty lend oote^ th« spot, and I 
£mid tt;^t ir«vas a body wfaiok bed tieen torn from iP 
^gmre. I mentioned tbe dftnaistsc&ce to h peasant^ 
wh^Q told me tbe kb» {tiiait l», tbew^olm) had done 
it. I left the plaoe very ill, iEO^ the body w«s in ft: 
state- o^^pntiei^ctien. ^ 

The next day we lefi thb pbu^e, anriyed at Pedro* 
go$ aboa% noon, and took np oar^usiten at the honse, 
ofadrug^t. I was well acquainted with l^s place, 
having beto here in cantonments daring the winter 
of 181 1. la the afternoon, a party of the light divi- 
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tloB arrivedlfaefe^ some ef Pfhoai were qoarfered orer 
%iir fltebles. At iA^, the (saipti&i onSeted me to go 
^sairBl&Kp wWti tbe groraa on the <tiMe floor : he had 
Ame ^r least itfie deCactoeat should steal any thing 
^fom«n;~lnAeed'hiS'4nii()ii$ions were not groundless, 
^ifbcr seeoarfa]^ ervery things ire Tettred early to rest) 
hot wtei' wef awoke in the menniag, to our irttei^ 
ttloni^uoteiit we Ibond that idl oinr nest day's provi* 
sions^ a bag of Inm&ocim, aiid sane odier things^ were 
gone 5 and what wis most remarhi^le, the things 
Were taken from onder oiir heads. Indeed^ snch i^ 
ihe wretched condition of due hooses fai many parts 
of Portvgid^illiBt it is diilctdt to seenre any thing from' 
as ingenUrasrlifief. When Ci^>tain Wood learnt that 
^tA <io6m was gokie, he gave way to a fit of passioAj^ 
and hhmied me and tlic groom/ Madnioflriiig wonM sa**' 
tisiyhBm'hvi h wa^lr^movcaMkssnesS'andiieglec^^ 
fie^tfdeiedn^dFttoent ^e elanAig ^sKrh^ which waj 
jttBtieosDlii^ into ear» imd t^e hotses eat it instead of 
tl^fcovn-tiiatlH^hetn sfolfen. 
'- iAffcto'breakfa^^ we started for Castel Bianco. We 
ImAjuSt, however, proceeded' moiie dian two miles; 
wh^nrl ^cmabuiit the haggage^ and found my mnslaet' 
yifmMxMiiii' l^ immediately retmiled for tt, tod'metf 
mflmMtst and iMf.- Hiiines coming €»st of the tOwiK' 
^e ^a^n w^ifd wheiie I was goings and when. 
I told ldm> Weaid if the like happened again! shodd* 
walk bade. What irith his scolding, the loss of onr 
pcovimns, and ptebfMy my musket, I was veky mudi' 
oonfilA^} when I pdt to Ae dcx^ of the draggist, V 
cdttsd out for my mesket : i}ie woman brought it in^ 
B-hvxrf', 9¥iA w$s in the act <^ giWng it to me, trhen: 
tibe hoi^ topk firight and threw me, and the streets^ 
being uneoynmonly rough, I was ntuch injured by the- 
fdl. I then took my musket on my shoulder, and ied- 
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the lione ont of the town^ when I mowlted and rode 
after the party, and aoon. overtook them. We anived 
at Castel Branco about one o'dodi, and were quartar- 
edina very fine house at tl^^Ml of ^e large tquar^ 
where our regiment used to parade when in eanton- 
m^ts, in May and Jnne^ 1812. It was in this place 
I suffered so nuieh from a fever, and where I tcild my 
father's watch for four doUars, in order to procure 
soQie extra provisions and nourishment.' 

On the 4th day we arrived at Nisa, after passing 
the three villages in wfaidi I was so distressed and 
afflicted in the beginning of* 1812 j und here Abo I 
had laid seven days in a state of insennlnlity. We 
drew pax>visions her^. for ourselves and horses, and dext 
morning started jfor Gaveon : afier travelling half a 
league, we had to cnm^the small liver, whidi haa 
been mentioned in the fonner part of this.Narrative*> 
I OQuId not help reflecting on my conditiim when i 
crossed this river at the period above^mei y *fon c d, at 
which time I fell in, and only just escaped withmylijfey 
and had to ride six miles in my wet clothes, and then 
to lay aU night in them on a oold micri floor; . But on' 
this occasion I was mounted on. a honie wor^ oner 
hundred guineas^ had plenty to eat fmddf^W, and/ 
what vras sUll better, was in possesskm of goodhiil^.' 
This day .we rode over a wild country, arrived at 
Gaveon about mid-day, and obtained excdlent stabler 
for the horses, and good quarters for ourselves. There 
was an improvement in this place also ; for &e first 
time I came into this town nothing could exceed the 
wretched appearance of its inhablfonts, but on tins 
occasion provisions vrere plentiful, and there was the 
appearance of improvement and hapjnness. The next 
morning vre started for Abrantes, passed through, and 
took up our quarters at St Bertino. This is a most 
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delightful little town : tlie Tagos rans past it^ and 
vessels lay close to the doors of the houses. 

I had on this march to keep a constant look out 
after our baggage^ for some of the Portuguese are not 
over honest. For this purpose^ I had the following 
list of things belonging to the captain : one bed^ one 
portmanteau, a parcel directed to his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, one round case of pictures for 
one of our nobles, whose name I have forgotten ; with 
stable utensils, &c., &c. On the 7th day of our 
inarch we reached Santarem, got into good quarters, 
and drew provisions at the commissary stores. This 
day my master and Mr. Haines made preparations to 
reach Lisbon the next day, and gave all the baggage 
into my charge, with directions to draw provisions at 
Villa Franca, and to reach Lisbon in two days $ the 
distance being fourteen leagues. Early the next 
momiiig we started : the captain passed us on the 
road, and we saw him no more until we reached Lis- 
bon. That night we reached Villa Franca, a very 
good-looking town on the. south bank of the Ti^s. 
The next morning we started, passed the strong forti- 
fied lines, and reached Lisbon about two o'clock p. h. 
It was sometime before we could find our master : we 
at length found him, and obtained excellent quarters 
in a gentleman's house in the north-west part of th^ 
city. I remained in Lisbon on this occasion abotit 
seven* days ; and being in the capacity of a servant, I 
had an opportunity oi seeing much more of the city ' 
than I otherwise shonld have had. 

Hie first day I attended Captain Wood at an inn 
kept by an Englishman : there was with him Captain 
Fitz Claradce of the lOth Light Dragoons. The next 
day my master went to his own quarters, and there 
waited for a passage to England. On this occasion 
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I had a Tiew of the grand chnfch supposed to be tick- 
er than some of the chnrches at Rcme itself* There 
are in Lisbon about forty churdiesy and fifty convents 
for both sexes ; abont twenty thousand houses^ and 
nearly two hundred and fifty thousand inhabitants. 
The city is built on the side of a sloping hill^ so that 
to those who view it ham the south it has a grand 
effect. The streets are very filthy^ and are seldom 
cleaned^ except by the heavy rains that occasionally 
{aXL In walking the streets of Lisbon in the summer 
timej I was suprised to see the quantity of flies that 
fieed on the filth, carrion, and dirt that laid about. I 
questioned one of the inhabitants on the subject, who 
told me, they let the dirt lay in the street to keep the 
flies out of the houses, which would otherwise be 
intolerable. 

There are in Lisbon several fine fountains of water, 
and hundreds of poor men obtain a livelihood by sell- 
ing it : I have seen as many as fifty together at one 
fountain. There are also stationed at the comers of 
many of the most public streets, people who sell 
water and lemonade to passengers. I visited some 
of the wine houses, where wine was sold at about 
eight-pence a quart ; but the ^stench and disagree- 
able smell of oil and garlic made it unpleasant £or a 
stranger. I was at a coffiee-house that was an ex* 
ception to this, for every thing was clean, neat, and 
comfortable : we had some of the best coffee I had 
ever tasted before. One practice that I saw in this 
place was, as I thought, a very good one : the milk* 
man came to our door> and cried, ^^Milk!" when I 
got to the door with my vessel, I saw no milk^ but 
the man had brought his cow with him, and began 
to milk the quantity I wanted. The milk was pui^e, 
as he had no means or opportunity of adulterating it. 
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. I drew proi4noB» at the commissftry stor^^ and as , 
I'iras going bqio^ with tbem^^^m M (be inhabitaQts 
wanted to buy owr twef $ rtMy-eftH^^ eight vials^ or 
one shiliing per pouiid : in- t{be shopt beef Waa dgh- 
teen^peoce per pouQd* The next I drcfvr at the slopes 
was pork ; few.Wfqft^. to purchase it^ and those that 
didi would only gke four vints^ or six-penbe pet 
pomuL 

Mr. Haines having cofipieted his buBiness^ was 
ready to retiira to Freyiiada : he took with him 
eighteen' couples of houndB for h}s<!hrether^ and a 
young gtey stallion, which had cost about two hta- 
dred guineas. Mr. Haines, watkked a man to ride 
this horse, and to follow the hounds ti]v the country. 
Captain Wood gaiKe me B^y'wKges, With a letter to 
ColoBel Johnson, telling m^ M the same time I inust 
go with Mtv Haines and assist him xs^ to head quar- 
ters^ ^nd then join my regiment. For this puipose 
I joined Mr. HaupM^ aind. siute in lAie capacity of 
groom and whippet- in to his hounds*: there were 
besides two English soldiers, a Spaniard, and a 

Portuguese servant* 

On Wednesday the 28th April we commenced our 
march w^ the country 5. but I had the greatest diffi- 
culty in managing the young stall]X)ti : he had never 
been properly broken in 5 besides, I had only a com- 
mon snaffle bridle, so that he was often unmanage- 
able, and very restive. We had only got two leagues, 
when I had like to have lost my life in ascend- 
ing a hill. Meeting a party of the royal waggon- 
train, I and my horse got on the wrong side : the 
drivers would, not stop 5 my horse reared up, and 
fell backwards^ in the fall I was severdy- hurt, and 
could not momat for some time. As we were walk- 
ing along, the horse made a spring at me, and I was 
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obliged to let bim go ; but be was stopped by two 
peasants. Oar Portuguese servant coming up^ took 
him and galloped several times across the fields : by 
this time I bad recovered from the effects of my hSi, 
and be carried me the remainder of the journey as 
quiet as possible. We reached Villa Franca about 
three o'clock, and on the 30th Santarem. May 1st, 
we arrived at Golgon. The 10th Light Dragoons 
being in this town, Mr. Haines accommodated the 
officers with his hounds, but they found little diver- 
sion here. I and the other servants moved off for 
Punhetta, and Mr. Haines joined us on the road. 
We arrived at the above-mentioned place, and took 
up our quarters in a very good house. 

May 3rd. We arrived at Abraqtes, rode through 
the city, crossed the river Tagns, and were quartered 
on the south side, amongst the stores ; for on this 
spot stood the grand magazine for the armies. There 
were many thousand bags of biscuit and rice, barrels 
of mm, and a great quantity of military stores of 
every description. 

4th. We left this delightful place ^ but we had 
not proceeded more than six miles, when Mr. Haines 
told me to get off, and flog one of the dogs, which I 
accordingly did : but letting go my hold of the horse, 
he set off at full gallop. I ran after him, expecting 
he would not have stopped until he had reached the 
stables where he had been during the last night : he 
was stopped, however, in a vfllage about two miles 
distant. I gave the peasants a quart of wine for 
their trouble, and then made the horse go back for 
my pleasure. Having overtaken Mr. Haines, we 
proceeded on our journey to Gaveon, but were so 
troubled with the large gad flies, that infest this 
country, that the horses could scarcdy travel : the 
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road being rough, and the stallion not nsed to it, he 
was awkward, and stumbled very much j but we ar* 
rived at Gaveon without an accident, and obtained 
the same stables that we had before. On this day's 
march we passed through a wood of cork-trees, of 
the bark of which the inhabitants make several useful 
utensils; the corks we use in this country are no- 
thing but the bark of these trees. The Portuguese in 
this and other parts of Portugal make their milking 
vessels of it. 

5 th. We left Gaveon, and arrived at Nisa, where 
we obtained excellent quarters. 6th. We reached 
Castel Branco : this was the fifth time I had been in 
this city. 7th. We started for Pedrogos : this day 
we had a deal of trouble with the dogs, for the coun- 
try abounded with hares, rabbits, and foxes, so that 
the hounds frequently started off in full cry, and it 
was very difficult to flog them off. When we got 
within a league of Pedrogos, a large fox ran across 
the road ; the dogs saw him, and followed : Mr. 
Haines called for me to flog them off, but my horse 
going so fast, I had enough to do to keep on the 
saddle, especially on this occasion, for my horse leap- 
ed over several large heaps of stones and deep ditches ^ 
and what made it more difficult, we had a very steep 
hill to descend. At last we succeeded in getting the 
dogs off, and no accident happened to us, more than 
a few of the couples being broken. We arrived at 
Pedrogos, received provisions at the stores, and the 
next morning set off for Sabugal, which we reached 
about noon j and the next day, after a pleasant jour- 
ney, arrived in safety at Freynada. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

EvEBY Idling was now in readiness for tbe openii^ 
of the projected campaign* Lord Wellington had, 
daring the time our army was in cantonments, used 
ievery exertion for getting^ it into the best possible state 
of equipment and discipline, and he commenced oper-> 
ations with tbe determination of deciding at once, by 
Tigorons measares, the fate of the Peninsula ; and as 
the allied army had been considerably augmenited by 
large reinforcements friHn England, as well mt by 
numerous Portuguese kyies, he found himself endiledl 
to act agreeably to his wishes. The force under \m 
command consisted of fifty-four thousand seven ban-' 
dred British, and thirty ^four thousand four hundred 
Portuguese troops, as I myself saw in the statement 
given in by Lieutenant Brown, deputy assistant ad- 
jutant general, to Lord Wellington. Of these, about 
nine thousand might be sick ; so that there was left 
an efficient army of eighty thousand excellent soldioB,. 
in high hecdth and spirits, eager for combat, and look*: 
ing forward to victory and conquest. The French, iti^. 
Ilie mean time, well knowing the quality of the troops, 
and the skill and activity of the commander with.^ 
whom they had to contend, concentrated without de->; 
lay their forces in the neighbourhood of Burgos, and. 
there awaited with boldness the advance of the Briiidi^ 
chief. ...v. 

Towards the middle of May, 1813, our army, whicfa^* 
had been joined by about twenty thousand Spaniards^, 
broke up from their winter quarters, and marched uk" 
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three columns in quest 6f the encsny. The first co« 
lumn^ under Sir Rowland Hill^ had rec^ved orders to 
proceed by Toledo 5 the centre eolnmny or main body 
of the army^'un^r the immecfiate command of Lord 
Wellington^ ndi^nced to Salamanca ; and the thhrd^ 
olr left column^ commanded by Sir Thomas Graham^ 
was to move tK^ross the Douro^ through Miranda^ to 
the banks of the Esla. To the fast mentioned column 
our ditision was attached. Thc5 different cohimns 
were to unite near VtdladoKd^ in order to force thcr 
enelxty's posi^n near Burgos^ and drive them be- 
yond the £tm>. Every man had how to join his' 
n^p^fetiye regiment : accordingly^ on the 12th May, 
afttf receiving a route, and three days' provisions, I 
Irft i^eynada, tine head quarters of the British mny, 
itf btfder to join my regiment, then lying at St. Mar- 
titto, about thirty-two iniles from C^lerieo, on the 
Oslmbra roadf^ and on the 15th I reached Celericb. 
On entering the town, I heard the sound of bugles, 
and thought it ' was a regiment marching through -, 
in this I was right, for the 68th, SIst, and 82nd re- 
giliaetits had passed through on their way to Traii- 
cosk, v^here the campaign opened with the 7th di- 
vision, r imihediately reported myself to the corn*- '' 
miandant, who ordered me three' days* provisions. 
Abtt receiving the^, and resting until about four * 
o'litock in the afternoon, I set off in company vrith 
9(MAt men of our regiment. During this journey, we 
passed over a mountain that was at least five miles 
across, and joined the regiment at elevefn o^clock at 
n^t in a camp lit Trancosa; The next morning I 
saw the colonel, and gave hiM the lettefr from Cap- 
taSd' Wood: hte was pleiised to see me again, and 
aiS^ed me sevieral questions concerning the captain. 
My old companion James Maim being here, I divid- 
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ed the contents of my parse, with him, amounting to 
four dollars. 

16th. We marched to Caste! Kodrigo^ and en* 
camped : here Captain Reed gave me a guinea in 
part of my pay^ having received no money since 
November 1812. Next day we marched to Villa 
Nova^ and on the 19th reached the south bank of 
the Douro^ and prepared to cross it. This part of 
the river is broad^ and the current runs very strong i 
we embarked by companies in clumsy boats, and- 
after the whole had passed over, we marched up a 
very steep mountain, the zig-zag ascent of which was 
nearly five miles, and encamped at the top of it, near 
a good looking town called Villa Toro, on the road 
leaching to Miranda. 20th. We moved off left in 
front towards Miranda, but encamped five miles to' 
the north of that city. We lay five days in thia 
camp, and were reviewed by Lieutenant-General 
Graham, and on the following day by Lieutenant- 
General the Earl of Dalhousie, the commander of 
om* division, which at this time consisted of the fol* 
lowing regiments: 51st, 68th, 82nd, the Chasseurs 
Britanniques, three regiments of Portuguese infan- 
try, and a German brigade consisting of three regir 
ments.* There were three brigades composing the 
7th division, in all ten regiments ^ also a brigade of 
heavy artillery, making a total of about eight thou- 
sand men. 26th. We marched about fifteen miles^ 
and encamped on the top of a high hill. Here it 
was reported that the enemy was very near ns*. 

27th. Early this morning the division was in 
motion, and marched to a small village only seven 
miles from the fords of the Esla, a large river whiph 
is a branch of the Douro, and there waited. until 
Lord WeUington and his staff joined us. Her<! w^ 
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halted until the 30th, and washed our clothes. 
This day I was on the brigade guards and saw some 
curious tricks played oflF by our soldiers upon the 
bakers ©f this small town. Several of them went 
into a bake-house^ under the pretence of buying 
bread : each getting hold of a loaf^ they ran off in 
different directions^ abd the baker after them^ crying 
*'Stop thief!" Being on sentry near the spot, I 
ran after the bread-stealers^ without having the 
least intention of catching them, knowing myself 
what it was to be hungry and scarce of provisions. 
On the evening of the 29th, orders were received for 
our division to march at half-past two o'clock in the 
morning; buik the 51st regiment was to move off 
precisely at twelve o'clock, in order to ford the Esia, 
and to dislodge the enemy from the opposite bank. 
Accordingly, at twelve they marched; at two the 
bugles of our regiment sounded, and at half-past we 
moved off left in front, and arrived at the fording 
place about five. We there saw a most distressing 
sight ', the current ran so exceedingly strong, that it 
took several men off their feet, and they were im- 
mediately buried in the water. The 51st regiment 
had some of their men drowned, and several muskets 
and bladk caps were lost in the river. Many men of 
V)ther regiments also were almost drowned. When 
we were drawn up on the bank of the river, I saw 
several Portuguese soldiers struggling in the vrater. 
A number of heavy dragoons were then stationed 
with ropes, in order to assist the men in fording the 
river; but notwithstanding all the assistance that 
was or could be given, several men Jost their lives, 
others' their muskets and caps, and were very much 
^di8tre8sed. Our regiment had no sooner reached the 
fording' place, than we began to prepare to cross. 
h3 
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Taking off our pencbes, and placing them on the lop 
of our knapsacks^ ire wa^ed the w^rd-oi jComantmA, 
confidently expecting thai in a 'few mimiles some of 
us ahcNold meet with a watery grare; hot while we 
were thiia ooptemplating oar perikHia condition, and 
expecting th^ wont of oonMMjiieBoea^ osder^ caa»e 
that not any more of the trM|>s w^re to cross the 
fords, but were to march to the pontO(A bridge thai 
by this time was ready for the aitny to. cross the 
river*r Nothing conld exceed the joy we fdt in this 
sudden change in our proapeets, £ar the order reliev* 
jed as from some oi the most painful and oncomfort- 
i^Q lears. We immediatdiy Hghted our poaches, and 
moTcd towards the pontofm bridge^ tdiieh was ntade 
of large tin boats, that w^re mo<»ed about- five fcet 
from each other: strong spars wer!» laid from .one 
boat Ipt tl^ other, and ^hen planked ^^r mth ihidt 
planksr I had ofi^n se^ theae boat9 «pon |ragge9G» 
tra;yeUiiig with:ns, litfl^ thinking they were to esaesr 
-tiaUy useful, for with. th«ae we^^anld hate crossed any 
lifpr In Sp^in, however foimidaUei. wilb Ah» gretfteat 
oa^ ,-^ The boat bridge- in Portugal- areieade on 
th^, same principle. Our. divisioia mMRshed oTer the 
bridge 3 it sprupg very mwih> hot- ib^ whole atey, 
with cavalry, artillery, aipasunitipn', » haggi^^c^ and 
every thing that belonged to thefn,^ pataed over, I 
believe^ without an ac<^deQt. W^. eaotinued- our 
march about five miles further, and encamped on a 
delightful gieen, near a small. villager and fukdonr 
arms. The wqod and watering parlies had already 
been s^t out;, the foraging party, to which I bdon^ 
ed^ ^ere emplqyed in cutting forage ^. when, a«ddc»* 
ly, the bugle soupded the alarm^ and evety man .tan 
to his ann^. It was reported tha^ the French ivele 
only one mile from us^ andiRen^.rq>idly advancing 
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ii]k>fi our dhisioiu Tfauat we might be the better pre- 
pared for them^ we immedialeiy adyaoeed to the top 
of the bill in OHT front, formed Itiie^ ahd waited for 
them ; but on this occasion no enemy appeared ; for 
instead of kltaneing on us, they had retrealed tODNird 
Zamonu In oonseqaence of this, we letamed to the 
green, and pitched our tents: each company had 
three tents, and a mule to carry them. 
• Slsl. The biigle sounded as usoal, and we match- 
ed towlirds Zamom: hut instead of going direct, we 
'hept •about three miles to the left of tibat dty, and en«- 
cadnped in a plain, where, wood was extremely scarce, 
and tile greatest difficulty 1r$s esperietioed in oeoliit^. 
I ^areUed at least four miles, to procure sticks to 
oofok my pirovisions. * 

On the 1st June we movtd <^ in the diretffion of 
Tat^, atid tltving the day started several fide hares, 
some of which were catight by the major's dogs* Af* 
ter marching OYor a very level and pleasant country, 
we eneamptd by the ited side, about thite miles from 
the ^nty'ctf Toro, and elose to the river. Donro. . Ae» 
ing encamped in a beaEntijful meadow, our situation itvas 
tolerably eomfortable. 2nd. We took the direction 
of Toro, and in a littte time passed Che walls of that 
dkf: its appearance was gothic. I only passed by 
the town,- so that I can ^y little concerning it. On 
a plain, between Toro and Tordesiilas, we were tfe-» 
viewed by Lord WeUingt(tai. .At this review there 
wtapt two divisions « the 6tk division formed the:ftrst 
Uqm, and the 7th the setond; tn all about sixteen 
thoosand men. Being on the line of march, the tw6 
divisions were ordered into line, with their right 
fismks resting on the main road : his lordship camef 
In (ronX'6i the Wx division, attended by the follow- 
ing distingmshed ofllcers : the Prince of Orange, 
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Marshal fiere^rd^ the commaiider in chief of t^e 
Portuguese army. Colonel Gordon, Captain Fre&- 
mantle. Lord Ajlmer, Quartermaster-General Mur- 
ray, Colonel de Lancy, and several other officers of 
rank. The reason I mention so many of these names 
is, because I was with them at Freynada during the 
winter. 

As soon as Lord Wellington had rode along the 
front and up the rear of the 6th division, he immedi- 
ately came in front of ours. Lieutenant-Grenesnl 
the Earl of Dalhousie gave the word of command, to 
the Brigadiers for a general salute : he and all the 
other generals in the division were uncovered daring 
the time that the bands of the different regiments 
Vere playing the national air of ^"^God save the 
King." After which, the commander in chief rode 
along the front and up the rear of the division : 
we then advanced in Ihie, and after marching aboiit 
three miles, broke into open column, and marched 
past his lordship and -staff officers, each company 
ttiuting as they passed by. After his lordship was 
satisfied with our manoeuvres, he ordered us to pro- 
ceed to our encampment. On our way thither, we 
passed several dead men and horses, that hi^d been 
killed in a skirmish with the enemy's rear guard,, ip 
which affray about twenty thousand rations of bread 
fell into our hands. We encamped about eight miles 
from Tordesillas, in a wild country, where not a sin- 
gle house or even hovel (^ barn was to be seen from 
our campw The next morning we moved in the direc- 
tion of the above city, but after jmarehing three miles, 
we took another direction, leaving it on om* right 
hand, and encamped in a meadow to the left of the 
main road.' Here water was plentiful, but bad ; and 
wood was 80 extremely scarce, that it was with diffi* 
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oaltf w« obtained fires to cook, our provisions* Not« 
witfastaiiding these priyations^ we on the whole passed 
a j^essant night, and were much refreshed. Early 
iOt the following morning we marched through a vil- 
bg^y^iid wete'yery much delighted with some of the 
Spsuoiards, who danced the fandango, and others of 
ihem shouted ''Long live the English!" This day 
we marched through several villages : the bells rang, 
the peasants shouted, and there was notfting but* joy 
and gladness, and the best of feelings manifested, to- 
wfttrds Us by the Spanish peasantry. In the evening 
we encamped near Valladolid, and sent several of 
our sick men to the hospital of that place. During 
the nigfai one of our poor men died, and in the morn- 
ing Vve' buried him under a tree 3 we then march^ 
towards Palencia, and encamped at the foot of a very 
high hill, on the. top of which stands a gothic village. 
Early the next morning we ascended the hill, march- 
ed fall east through woods and plains, over hills and 
through valleys, for nearly twenty-six miles, and en- 
camped at a small village situated on a branch of the 
Douro, five miles south of the above city. Here the 
enemy had blown up th«i bridge. There was ivood 
in abundance. on the other side of the river; and in 
order that we might obtain a supply of an article so 
essential, we swam over, and having thrown the wood 
into the water, jumped in after it, and pushed it be- 
. fore us : by these means we soon obtained excellent 
fires, and were very comfortable. The next morning 
we. marched through Palencia, and after continuing 
our route twelve miles further, encamped in a com- 
plete wilderness. At this time we were near the en- 
emy, and confidently expected that an engagement 
would soon take place. 
About the 8th June we began to be exceedingly 
h5 



y Google 



154 

tcarce of prorisiopB ) the army advaneedl m taai, ihti . 
oar supplies ccmld not keep np with as, and we be* 
gan to sofier much. lOUi. We kfy this wxldcmess^ . 
audit being a rainy day^ we were oompletdydfciicli** . 
ed. . In the afterHooii'' we encamped in a khid «f 
sWamp, and w^re obliged to gather sticks to lay at 
ihe bottom of oar tents, to raise as out of the water. 
In the streets betwiiit. the tents it was ancle deep 
with inire and water,- but with a deal of laboor and 
trouble we contrived to raise ourselves out of ii^ 
and slept comfortably, all things, considered. The 
commander in chief, and his staff, were ^utfteied 
in a small walled town two- uules from our camp . 
ground* My comrade having been tiiere, broaghfc 
trith him about six pounds of flom^ whidi he had tak* 
en from a peasant : this was a valuable prize to utji 
who were nearly famished for the want of bread ; it 
was of more value to us at this time than gold or sil- 
ver. The next moniiug we marched out of 'the mnd 
and mire, and the day being fine, the roads wisre 
soon dry : after marching the usual distance, we en^ 
camped near a very pleasant river, and had a oom«- 
fortable night's rest -, but still wanted bread. Some 
days each man received two pounds of beef, and on 
other occasions was served out with four ounces of 
rice. We were in this predicament for ten or 
twelve days. I verily believe I did not receive more 
than three pounds of bread or biscuit for twelve days. 
About this time I mounted the <;ommissary*s guard, 
and was placed sentinel over some mouldy bread : an 
officer, who felt the keen and painfrd sensations of 
hunger, came to my post to steal a. loaf 5 but I kept 
such a good look out that he found it very difficidt 
to obtain one : at length he actudly took it from be-> 
fore my face. I reproved him for his conduct ^ but 
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9tt jli was His reply, that I let him go with what lie 
had obtained. After he "had gone, I took some of 
the hr^vd myself, but, notwithstanding my hunger, I 
could not eat it by reason of its bitterness; 

On the 13th we were in Che neighbourhood of 
Burgos, but our dtvisibn kept about eighteeii or 
twenty miles to the north of that fortress. In a few 
hdiirs; hbweyer^ we heard that the enemy had Mown 
up the inner walls of the castle with so Bttle skill, 
thftt thirty men of the garrison perished by the ex- 
plosion. The garrison of Burgos joined the army to 
which they belonged/ and it was said that the whole 
of fte French were retreating as fast as possible 
upon Vittcnria, leaving all their strong positions un« 
contested. Such n6w was the rapidity of our move- 
ments, that we made no halts, and I had no means of 
learning the names of the cities, towns^ and villages 
through which we were led by our gallant command- 
er, especially as we encamped at a distance from them* 
At this period our condition from want of provisions 
was miserable in the extreme : there were none to 
be bou^t for moifey. I have known hundreds of 
oiir men eat bean-tops^ or any green herb that could 
be eaten. Bvery day after the army had encamped^ 
and when the bullocks were killed, it was a common 
practice with us to catch the blood, which we boiled 
until quite sad, and this served as a substitute for 
bread. I have known twenty or thirty men, as soon 
as the butcher had made the incision, rush forward to 
obtain a supply. It was laughable to see soldiers 
falling one over the other^ some of them covered with 
bkbd. I knew one man^ during this famine, who 
was so exceedingly hungry, that he eat the raw tripe 
in its dirty state : indeed, some of the Chasseurs Bri- 
tanniques used to boil the bullocks* hides until tender. 
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lEtid eat them. On tbe ]5tli we were in the neigb' 
bonrhood of the Ebro^ and en the 16th crossed it 
Without opposition^ and marched in the direction of 
Vittoria. After we had encamped^ I was sent on the 
commissary guard ^ hat such was the scarcity of 
breads that the duty t>f guard wais merely a nominal 
one, for we had nothing to protect, except the deputy 
assistant commissary : we went through all the for- 
malities,' placing a sentinel over his tent, and reliev- J , 
ing him every two hours. Here again we had no ^ 
biead, but received two pounds of beef, or rather car- 
rion ; for I am sure the people in England would 
not have eaten it i I never saw any thing to equal 
it beforci 

The next morcdng we marched with the comims-' 
sary's baggage : he had a few loaves of bread, wineh 
were in charge of some Portuguese soldiers. In 
ascending a very steep hill, we came to a hedge fnD 
of crabs, and such was our eagerness to obtain food, 
that we began to eat them with as much aviifityiEiS 
though they had been the most delicious food. We at 
length proceeded on our march, but had not gone far/ 
before we discovered that one of the Portuguese sol* 
diers was stealiiig some of the loaves. I caught him 
in the very act, and mentioning the circumstance to 
my comrades, we held a sort of council, and made 
a prisoner of him, telling him, he should be reported 
to the commissary* He said, if we would not report 
him, he would divide a loaf amongst- us : to this 
offer we agreed, and immediately sat down and divi- 
ded the bread. After eating it, we proceeded on our 
journey, but the i^all piece of bread which I had 
eaten made me so hungry, that I knew not whiit to 
do with myself. 

After marching two miles, we made a proposal to 
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the corporal of the guard, that if he would allow uf 
to strike off from the line of march two or three, 
miles^ to endeavour to obtain some provisions^ he 
should have a share of whatever we might obtain* 
Hiere were four of us in this party, two of whom 
were named Lee and Jones* Off we started ivt 
search of something to eat, and were « determined 
to have it if in the country. We had only pro- 
ceeded two miles^ when we discovered a village^ 
which we entered; and we immediately saw some 
young kids runuiog loose in the streets. I was for. 
making sure of one of them^ but was stopped by Lee, 
who said be would have something better. We im-, 
mediately entered one of the houses, where all was 
miin and desolation : the furniture broken, the in- 

..habitants fled> and nothing to be seen like victuals^ 
except some bacon swarthy which I seized, and eat. 
with greediness. We left this house of misery, and 
came to another that wa? inhabited: the man^ his 
wife^ and children, were at the door crying ; they told 
us that the French had taken all the bread and flour 
out of the village : this we did not believe ; and not-, 
withstanding the cry and intreaty of the family,' we 
entered the house^ and began to search for their hid- 

-> den treasures of provisions. Having obtained a quan- 
tity of Indian corn and wheat, I. left the room, being 
highly delighted with my prize. We then collected 
in front of the house^ and demanded of the peasant, 
in strong terms^ a supply of provisions, telling him 
of pur wants : he would not, however^ give us a 
mors^ of bread, or a handful of flour. At this time 
a Portuguese soldier, who had just joined our party, 
stepped up to me^ and said that the peasant had got 
oqe of my comrades in the stable, and that he would 
surely kill him with his knife. On hearing this, we 
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fonnd that Lee was miasiiig. I and tbe ¥ortngaest ' 
soldiear went imBiediately to the stable door, and witk 
our mnskets forced it opent we learnt dmt Leebad 
promised, if the Spaniard would only give bim some 
ftour, he would deeoy n» off. The moment we en-^ 
tered the stable, one of the men seized the sack ci 
fionr with mi intent to cany it off 5 in the atrnggle 
niy bayonet M\ ont of it« scabbard, the Spaniard seiz^ 
ed it> and had his handiifiked tip to run me throagh^ 
bat the Portugaecte soldier knocked him backwards^* 
and Jones, being a iti-bng mafn, seized the bag, and 
boNf it away in triumjib. We dould not have tejoie«* 
ed more if it had been a bag of diamdiids. After carry^ 
ing it compielely out of the town, we divided to eadi 
man bis proper share. I got about fifteen pounds, l^itt 
Lee had no share with us, for we considered hhn nn^^ 
fai^folv and not' worth' our notice* After dividing^ 
the spoil, we left this part as quickly as possible^ atu!; 
reaching the main road, proceeded on the Hne ol 
march. I could not help reflecting on the misery and 
horrors of war: it was hunger, and that alone^ lliat 
drove many t^ us frequently to take what was not 
otirown. • Had we been found out^ we should have 
been sevei^ly punished ; for bur commanders were 
very strict in protecting the Spaniards against ont>^ 
rages of this sort« -But faufiiger is « sharp thorn, and 
few wotdd have acted otherwise. 

We shortly earner to a village, and making a fire; 
cooked some &mr and water, but had not a grain of 
salt amongst us* The first man ^at came by fdrtu^ 
nately had som^, and as lie gave us a little, we invited 
him to partake of our repast. Nothing could exceed 
the misery of this village : not ia single eatable was to 
befo^nd in it ; the straggling S(d£ers had even robbed 
the bees of their honey, and had killed nearly every 
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kmi AtA oould be foaiid. I rmn » gntut iktMou aAer 
one^ bat could nut ortch it. A£kr purlakiiig of oar 
flottf «Qd «M«^r, 9iid rdting one boor^ we |»fooeeded 
on oor mareh. When we had marched abmit six 
mifes^ we sat down ^ rest by the siik oi abeaatiM 
spring of Walter: -a Wigade 0i rnnke passing at the 
lime^ 4Hie rf<oiir peity got a loaf of bmd^ and shaved 
It amongist tts. At this time a poor woman belonging 
to the anay came by, and in a most afieetwg manner 
begg^ for a morsel of bvead^ saying, she had not eal« 
en any for three days: but such wasthe scareity ef 
that TalttM>le article^ that we coald not ^Nure her one 
morsely niDt- knowing when we should get aneliher 
supply. Some may thinh it strange that we did not 
relieve this poor wwnan's: necessity 5 but it will not 
appear so'when itia oonsidered that the loaf weighed 
only three pounds, and there were siat hungry men to 
partal^e.of it: besides, there w«re hundreds on the 
8«ue road in her situation ; indeed, at this crisis^ H 
vmBi every man for himself,, as it invariably is in time 
of famine. .1 . . 

After: eating our bread, and (inking a portion of 
this sweet and re^eshing water^ we proceed on our 
march, passed through another viMage, and saw seve- 
ral grievous and heari*rending scenes amongst tite 
famishing soldiers and their wives. We. arrived at 
the camp of our division about eight O'cloek at night, 
and joined our rie^ective companies. It was -my 
wish to share the flour with my coB»rade> but he wato 
on the brigade guard. After 8npper> I laid down ifi 
the tent, put the flour under my head, and slept 
soundly until morning ^ but when I awoke, to my 
great grief my flour was aU gone^ except about k 
quart. I verily brieve, if I had found out tho thiif, 
I should have killed him if possible, for lUiad 
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risked my life for the Bout, and to lose it ia this way 
seemed to one at that time a hard case. 
, The next morning we marched ^ain^ and arrived 
at a plain and open'conntry^ and 'there encamped in 
a pleasant situation. When, my comjrade joined me^ 
he had only a small share of the flour I intended for 
him and myself to enjoy together. 19th. This day 
we marched ahoot eighteen miles^ mid heard that the 
enemy was at no great distance. 2dth. We moved 
off-i^ain^ and I obtained liberty to leave the ranki 
for a short time. I called at the house of a peasant^ 
situated near the road^ and begged df him to give m<e 
a Bttle bread or flour : he, in a very feeling manner, 
gave 'me about a quarter of a pound of "flour, and 
said, he would have given me more had it been fH 
lus' power. This day we encamped about sixteen 
miks from Vittoria, and our commissary served out 
to the brigade a mixture of wheat, barley, rye, oato^ 
and straw. We were now put on a level with the 
horses and mules, for they had the same sort of pro« 
visions ; but neither the horses nor the mules cbul<f 
eat their com with greater eagerness than we eat 
ours.' My comrade and I sorted our grain, and then 
rubbed it between two stones : it thickened our soup, 
and made it more nourishing.-*-The two armies were . 
now in sight of each other. 

On the mdrbing of the 21st June we moved in the 
direction of Vittoria. We did not march by the di- 
rect road, but crossed the country, and climbed se- 
veral hilb that were almost inaccessible, and de- 
scended others that were very dangerous by reason of 
their steepness. At length we got clear of these 
hills, and after a short halt prepared to take an active 
part in the celebrated battle of Vittoria, which had 
already commenced. 
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CHAP. XV. 

On tbe. night of the I9th^ the enemy had taken a 
|)0j4tion^ with his left resting upon the heights widch 
end at Faebla de Arlaa^n^ and extended from thence 
across the yaUey of Zadora^ in front of. the village. of 
Aranez. This position was. covered along its fmat 
by the river Zadora^ which was not any where ford* 
,able at this. period of the, year* On the 2ist^>the 
^^rations commenced with the occupoden of tlie 
enemy's post on> the heights of La Poebla, hy ^« 
second <h vision^ under the commaod .of Sir Row« 
Umd HiU. The enemy^ award of the importance i^ 
this post^ sent successively strong reinfofcementfrfdy 
maintaining it; while^ on the other hand/ detach-; 
meBt after detachment: .oC Britiish troops-were order^ 
ed to the attack^ arid a sewre conflict .ensued^ whiA 
ended in the alH^s obtaining possession of the heights.' 
Sir Rowland HiU afterwards successfdlly passed the 
Zadora, at La Fuebla^ and the defile formed by thd 
heights and the riv^r, and attacked and gained poe** 
session of the village of Sabijana de Alava^ in front 
of the hostile line. The enemy made many, fruitiest 
attempts to recover. their loss. The.fourdi and light 
divisions passed the Zadora immediately after. Gea^ 
eral Hill had obtained possession of. the above men-' 
tioned village. The third, division^ under >Geaef-» 
9I Picton, crossed the bridge above Mendonzaj and 
was followed by our division^ under .the Earl of Dal- 
housie. These four divisions were destined to attack 
the heights^ on which the right of the enemy's cea- 
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tre Wis placed; wliiltt General Hill moTed fonrard 
£rom Sabijana de Akva to attack the left. 

The third division having taken their position^ we 
moved along their rear -, but snch was the fierceness 
c^ the enem/s fire; lHat we hid to ran in doaUe 
qmck time past the rear of the fifth regiment of foot^ 
whose colours weretinfttried, and tiie; were ready to 
da& upon Ike enemy when the signal should be giv>- 
cn £mt that purpose^ . Havkig aiHted at our statloii' 
and tsfcipiijoar. poritictoon the H^ ^f Genend Fic«^ 
toD^ii dicviqion^.wb^waited'feT fiuUher. orders. * r 
-.^^Thirday^ it-was -my tarh tb carry the camp^hetile 
of t]^ tt(ess> biH it hamng ito; bo^om^ I requested 
CAp^ritesdk >%» laUow me to Ourow it awsf t^ afte" 
mnchJiesltMiidli.he gave nle leafe.^ h inmi^edtately 
tbroW iJ^..away^. pleased endvghi to get rid of isiidi & ' 
pie0e,i«f;iisda4B ji«inbei\< IJie 7d| iUvisiQn I^Kag new 
m!^jQ':9Amm^ f^&vi ^^Sktmrn /ordered mr hO* 
gM«lfl?l«rf«t^j*^8emmitof A^hilL* ^'Thepe,my 
Wf,v,8ai4,»he.ge«BfA 'f fh^w youfvelves to ^be mm* 
«qr.t*;r .37J»^;s4mI Mi^fril^en/ we advanced m^ 
njadi^ QOvor mf our tajgad^- ^ JUDe-poBuders^; wUcls 
QOtttianedplitfy&Kg tvver Qtxx headi vmH they hadilift^e 
loihave lulJfad imiilft o£ tlie Jkyti^esQ skirmisher^ oa . 
mHr.lefiL. XheisigiMirW«s«beD^vienfortfaemtoeeasK. 
filing, jatid4k>:adv«imcrailer>tiiedi!visibib Idontlmoiv 
that I evcTiisw the fiStir itgimeni march better » . 
litte.thao Acydid into tie battle of Vittoriat taretf 
mu was as steady as possible.. We ceiitii|acd.to«d« 
vaaoe mitiL wer reached a small wocd.: we themie** 
ccmd a 'galiing fire ifDm the enemy.- One ef^om 
company^ named Taylor, received a severe weond;^ 
aari. Severn! odiers fell defid at oar feet. As i wm 
loedi^my piece^adiot came and broke the ram*«od 
HI my hand: Idumgedmynrasketinmiediately with 
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a wQii^ded lodO^iMcl took my phce on the r^ of 

tke fear rwok of n^y ^ampatiy. On the other side of 

.the>wood, there %ire$ a division oi the eaony's in&utry 

4ii^wn up feady .to leceive ns, .and when we cune 

5i!^ki a;$hor|.diitaiioei Uiey powred a vottey opcm nt 

i^thiQh ;did great execfitipn, wonndiog Colond John- 

B^TfL ,ia. tvfp plaofWj mi ,kt0ui^ ^ewnX oi die men. 

We<c<»3rf;i{ineji tp ady^iMae uii^ we* had get through 

t^, woody, wbei^. tha fring fihom the latemy heeame 

d<wilWi»«nd5n^«ieQM in every dmotion. Ireally 

ihfwpc^t: thji^ $fjt:laatdi hmcI^ longer, theie would 

iiotihfkvie he^. ti i^^n k)fi to lelate tbc^oircaniBtaiiee. 

T^ll^;:O^W €9m^^tP plaili..gyo9aul>t and<ooniimied. to 

i49)|e.l9rwii^iivdUii^' J)Mi Era^ ^InCKitryjietreaM 

b#for^ «isr ^« tii«A:<WH( tO:ar eelifjtt lieii^t, where 

^ll^i^limyhAdi^iMieli^^pmfla of (Sannod j^iMaedi wiih 

>¥AUii£liiheyiQ|M^«i I^i:inf0t!:de8tactive fiie^ipon 1195 

x^ir. MgaderflM9^# jBltmti Jui&.bolik Us ;&ffe->]egB 

ahotJfrQii nnde< ^^ifihe pooc efMnve began to eat 

jmUll M if :tidthMfp:wai.^tlletnatterIwitKhinu.> We 

^^ig.iidraMxd.ti»wtvd(^dMieoei^ )mt wane 

.aflhiiMdicml ,4iyc ttleir fife» :ihat('we weie^oU^ 

ti^4a]«» Adl»itt<ft.decf^:ditcli,.iiotLnwierthw twi> 

.hnndfied yartb ftom the: flKOsdea of their gone; < In 

<iba*;pert of ;ihe;Atoh whi^ I wns^ Ihe biigade^nisjer 

InHLtafcendielter. It^Waanow&^fnrtedbyionMaofour 

ilatidiMlcKeni Hbat the enckny vHae adMActngv and thai 

im iihoahi'aU hdJtidbia frisoneraj; bnt/iesobiag to 

aveid being tehen if 'poaaibk^ I looked np to see 

whether the enemy was advancing or .ndt^i.^I had 

soarcdy raised my head above the ditch, whenognqpo- 

8bDi:atnick the top of my cap, and earned airay.the 

roaet, with part (tf die crown r had ii been 4ihree'ind»- 

et. lower, IiahonU have been no.jno^e*:. ^^Thetoe, 

Greeny" 8aid:opeof:oor men, ^Mt has only just mksed 
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yonr head!** It>b8en^ to the bfigade-majbt tlmt it 
was sharp work : ^^ ay*/' said he 5 "yet we me Well 
off^ if we caD only keep so." He had Scarcely uttered 
these woids^ hbwever^ ^hen our cdmpauy was order- 
ed to the left to skirmish^ and such wits the quick- 

ss of ^e eaetty's fire; that We wefe obliged to get 
xmt of the diteh one by one, and rfin squitttiug" aldi^. 
io onr station. We tiben opened a brisk ire upon tite 
^Mmy^ whidix^oDlinued several minutes. ' It appear^ 
that we had adtaneedabout'fifleen minutes too sobn 
^a the light di^fsion^ whldi was to have supported 
.ust- at lengdi this diTision cdme in sight: our regi* 
ment and brigade ithmediately sprang over the ditt^i^ 
^gave tfarea cheeni, and charge Uie enemy^ the* li^t 
dmak>nl>reBk]iigthielrTank8'i& baste to join us. W4' 
Ihen mii»|^ war shouts together^ and dashed fbrwiiSrd 
^against the foe. It was grand to see the 'diThic^ns 
atiiviiig. to out^do each othtfr in gafiAntry.' The enfe- 
my GDidd not wUhstamd 'the' tehodt^ but were panie- 
ftnick^' aiid' fled'iii conAlsian : we' followed dietnr^ 
afaotttinf^ and hnisBadi^^ and gapve diem no '^me ^to 
isam, but drove f hem before us like eatils to'destmc- 
tion. In'thenieantime^'Sh: Thomas Orafaam^ who 
Gommaaded the lefr of the' army^ moved forward ti>- 
waida VsttiDria, by the high road from' that towtiio 
Biiboa* The enen^ had a division of inftemtry imd 
aome cftvaky adraiiced'on this road^ reding' their right 
^OD some 8tr<mg' hdghta covering the ^Mikgt of 6N1- 
maira Majw : the height and village^ however,' were 
soon* carrted/. and the defeat of the enemy was now 
ccmplete. 

• Notiung could exceed * the Joy we felt^ to see the 
^Oerny fiying before us iu'dbmay ttnd conAision. 
.Alter driving 4iem liirough Vittc^a^ dur<divisioid en- ' 
camped within two miles of that city : the cavalry 
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and a part of the infantry' followed tbem several 
miles^ and harassed their rear-guard. The rolls were 
eatkd over^ and we found that th^ total loss of the 
68th regiment in this memorable battle was as fol- 
lows : Colond Johnson^ wounded in the body and 
aim > Cs^tain Ando'son and Lieutenant Perwin^ kill- 
ed^ Captains Gough^ Reed^ and Irwin^ Lieutenants 
]|Knds^ Balls, M'Coy, and Shean, and Sei^eant^Ma* 
jpr.Keams, wounded 5 and one hiindi'ed and seventy 
non-commissioned officers and privates killed and 
wounded. At the commenoem^it of the action, our 
regiment did not consist of more than three hundred 
and fifty effective men in the field, so that our loss 
was very great; perhaps equal to any regiment in 
tlie army consisting of the same nmnber dP men. 
Tbe wife of Joseph Buom^arte was taken prisoner • 
ip her carriage, and Joseph himself narrowly escaped 
the same fate. The commander in chief, however, 
gave orders that she should be escorted by ten light 
dragoons into the French lines. Several men of our 
regiment obtained a great deal of money : one, na- 
med Sullivan, found one thousand dollars amongst the 
baggage of the enemy : another, called KenneviHe, 
who now lives at Scotton near Lincoln^ obtained one 
hundred and eighty doubloons,, which are equal to 
^teen dollars each, amounting in all to seven hun- 
dred and twenty pounds sterling. Others <^ the mtin 
found valuable clothing: in ^lort, the whole of the ^ 
baggage of the enemy, together with thdr treasury, • 
fell into our hands. A gown-piece, some children's 
frocks, two flutes, an English bible, and a few other 
small articles, were all that fell to. my share. I fancy 
some one had had the bible in his po^ession who^ 
could not carry all his treasure, and therefore threw 
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it aaiile» in order to make room £Ar wbat he coosid^- 
cd to be. of more ?aliie. 

The loes of the alHes in this action was great^ 
amoantiiig to nearly^ fi?e tboutand men in kilkd^ 
wonaded, and miBsingi. The particnhm are ast Ibl* 
iQWt: one Hentenant-colonel, ninecilptmnfliy dleyeit 
lieutenants, seven ensigns/ and one staff-^offioer, kittl- 
ed i one general staff-officer, eight lieatenant^cc^ail^ 
ekj nine au^rs, fifty-six captains, one hundred and 
seven lientenuits, forty-one ensigns, and nine staffs' 
officers, wounded ; aiz hundred and twenty-two non- 
commissioned officers and pii?aies, and ninety^ihree 
horses, killed; three. Uiousand four hundred aiMF 
eif^ty-seten men, and seTenty««x horses, wonndedf^ 
The Spaniards had ninety-eight men killed, and fbtoiir 
hundred and sixty-ihiee wounded. The total loss/ 
therefore, of the allied army, was seven hundred abd^ 
forty men kiUed^ and four thousand one hundred and' 
eighty-one wounded ; makiiig a grand total in killed, 
wounded, &c., four thousand mne hundred and twen- 
ty-one. 

Hie loss of the enemy, in killed, wounded, and 
missing, was about sixteen thousand men. There 
were also taken one hundred and fifty pieces of can- ' 
non, four bundled isnd fifteen atnmunition waggons, ' 
contmning fourteen thousand two hundred and forly^ ^ 
nine rounds of ammunition for guns and howitzers;'^ 
one millidn nine hundred and serenty-three thousand*^ 
and four hundred musket-ball cartridges, forty thou-^ 
sand six hundred and sixty-eight pounds of ganpow- ' 
der, fifty-six fon^e waggons, and forty-eight forge * 
waggons; indttding, in fact, the whole maiferiel of ^ 
the French army. 

Lord Wellington passed very high encomiums on - 
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tins Bdtish army : in liis desjpftlcb^ hfi*9^ "I etuti* 
not too highly extol the oondqct ^ both offeert and 
n9«n*'* U/t remarked also, thatit ?Br9^ imposfibla for 
th« movements of any troops to be, oopduQted mik 
more .spirit and regularity than tho6« of the req^- 
Uve dinsiona of 2^r Rowland Hill, the Sitt'l of JEHd- 
hoitsie^ Sir Thomas Picton^ $li: Lovry Clolo> lOki 
]||^or-General Alien. 

V. After the engagement^ I was sent to a small village 
near.Vittoria, to remain ..with one of our men, who 
was taken very ilL I and several oth^r men -went 
into a house to obtain plunder : in a room np stairs 
atood a desk, and several of the sqldiers were in the act 
of forcing it open to get possession of its suppos^ va* 
hiable contents. No sooner was the lid forced open, 
th^n every eye was fixed,, and every hand ready to 
sehce the treasure.: after searching for^some time, out 
came a paper parcel full of wh^ resembled dou*' 
bbons : every man made a grasp at it^ thinking io . 
gain the golden prize -, when it turned out to be a 
parcel (^ gilt buttons ! We were much confused at 
this, and it was redly ludicrous to see the disi^point- 
ment of the soldiers. I immediately wen^ into an- 
other house, and there obtained a quantity of doi^h, 
and made for myself and sick companion a comfort- 
able mess, having previously obtained some flesh 
meat in the French camp. Previous to this^ and 
immediately after the engagement^ I met with a 
townsman, named Kirk, of the 3rd or King's own 
Dragoons, who gave me % piece of bread, which was 
very acceptable. After this I made an attempt to 
obtain provisions at a gentleman's house : the pea- 
sant who was on the spot was an intelligent man ; 
he was oveijoyed at our successes, and relieved my 
wants to the extent of his ability. 
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Emiy on the morning of the 22Dd^ I and my 8idt 
companion joined the regjment^ and found many of 
onr men so exceedingly rich^ that they could not 
carry' their load of treasures. My comrade bad got 
a great deal^ hut making too free with the juice of 
the grape^ he fell asleep^ and the whole of his riches 
were taken from him either by our own men or the 
Spaniards. In the afternoon we recommenced onr 
march in pursuit of the enemy^ who had taken the 
main road to Pampeluna^ a strong fortification in 
their possession: I had not proceeded more than 
three miles^ before I was taken very ili^ in conse- 
quence^ as I thought^ of eating a quantity of raw 
wheat, previous to the commencement of the late 
battle, and having no drink for nearly three hours 
after eating it 3 I was so very ill that I could not pro- 
ceed any further, and obtained liberty to Jeave the 
ranks. Corporal Phipps was left with me, and I 
slept in an old house. Next morning we started £Dr 
Vittoria,' and continued there five days : after this 
rest, and obtaining my provisions regularly, I soon 
recovei*ed, and was able to take a view of this city at 
my leisure. It is a smart-looking town^ and con- 
tains about six or seven thousand inhabitants : it has 
a beautiful market-place, and here fresh butter is sold 
by the pound, as in England. Neither In Portugal 
nor on the frontiers of Spain had I ever seen or even 
heard of such a thing as fresh butter before this peri<* 
od. I saw also nearJy all the one hundred and fifty 
pieces of cannon, and the f5ur hundred and fifteen 
ammunition waggons, that had been taken near this 
place, besides several other carriages that were pri- 
vate proiperty. During my stay here, I visited onr 
'general hospital, and saw several of the men of our 
regiment that had been wounded in the late engage* 
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^ofte&t : some of them v^ere in great danger, by reasotk 
x>( the severity of thek wounds 5 bat others were 
tiopefnl, and expected soon to recover. 

On the 29th of June^ a party^ consisting of men 
bdoiigiilg to different regiments, left Vittoria, under 
Mie command of Lieutenant Stockford, of our regi- 
ment : to this detachmtent I belonged. During the 
-march, we passed several waggons and carriages that 
had been thrown over and dashed to pieces by the 
enemy in their hurry to escape, and in the evening 
halted in a small village, and the second day took up 
our quarters in a neat little town. The following 
tday, while the party was marching along, one of the 
^men loaded his miisket, and shot at a pig that was 
grazing by the road side : the officer saw, and would 
have punished the man ; but the pig not being killed, 
and die man making an ingeiiious defence, the offi- 
cer let him off with- a severe reprimand. The prize 
certainly was a very tempting one, as we were very 
destitute of food, atid had been for the last twelve 
or fourteen days, with the exception of the days we 
were in Vittoria 5 so that we were ready to lay 
hold of any thing that ftVL in our way, whether liv- 
ing or dead, if eatable; for all along the line of 
towns, from Vittoria' to Pampeluna, the two armies, 
having passed, had taken or bought nearly all the 
provisions in the country 3 indeed at this time it re- 
sembled a famine, since we could not obtain any 
thing for money, even if ti-eble its value had been 
offered. 

July 5th; We arrived at a village situated twelve 
m^es from Fampeluna, and there took up our quar- 
ters. In the aftiemoon, a body of Spanish troops 
came into the town : a man of our detachment and 
a Spanish soldier quarrelled, and got to fighting: 
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in a £ew minutes several nuen on bofb sides flew to 
their arms^ and there was a running fight across the 
open fields, before the officer and the greatest p^ct 
of the men were aware of what had . taken place* 
Lieutenant Stockford Mmnediately ordered the bugle 
to sound for l^ie men to parade, die rolls wne called 
over, and those men who were. absent were soon 
taken. One of the offenders was very disorderly 
and rebellious, but the. officer acted promptly 5 havr 
ing called out ei^t men from the ranks, he ord&xd 
them to jprime apd load, declaring,, that if the man 
did not act with more submis^n he would shoot 
him on the spot. Thus compdkd to submit, the 
ne?ct morning he was marched a prisoner to the regi- 
ment, which we joined near Pampehina: he was there 
given in charge of the rear-guard. About five o'clock 
in the evening, every man of our party was ordered 
to fall in, and we underwent a very strict search | 
first, as to our knapsacks, then our pouches : after 
these had been done with,, every man was ordered to 
strip : our pockets and jthe linings of our coats were 
ransacked, and every guinea, dollar, or shilling, 
that was found, was taken from us. The regiment 
had previously passed the same ordeal, and as much 
money found as amounted to thirty-two pounds 
ten shillings and eight pence three forthings each 
man* A general order had been given for every 
regiment, which had been amongst the. enemy's trea- 
sure, to be searched, and the money taken from the 
men. This was in consequence of the disorderly 
conduct of some of the soldiers, who vrere continual- 
ly so intoxicated, that they could not do their duty. 

10th. We marched in the directiozi of the Pyren- 
nees, and encamped very near them : after which, 
all the men who had been absent since the battle of 
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Vlttoria underwent 8 severe scmtiny. Several at 
tiie party had their mm stopped for one month : 
my p6orcdnumde was one of the nnhappy number. 
When the eoldneLapd migor came to me, I gwre 
such agopd>'aid ^cdrrect fOicount.Qf myself, that 
they wiare . both, satisfied that I. had been iU ; but 
the mam who had rebelled against Lieutenant Stock-* 
ford was tried by a comrt-martial, and, as a re« 
ward for hb conduct, was severely flogged. The 
next morning our division maiched into the Pyren- 
nees, and encamped near a pleasantly situated village, 
where we hidted the next day. . Hcsre cherries and 
^p^es wece {dutiful ; and I^aw, for the first time 
in Spain, a nuinber of gooseberry-bushes. About 
the 1 4th we marched again, and passed through a 
small town, . which had strong walls, with loop- 
holes for musketry instead of cannon : it commanded 
the bamt^iol and fertile valley of Bastan, and was 
very strong and formidable. Here we halted about 
two hours; and then proceeded on. our march ^ and 
about two o'clock in the afternoon began to as« 
cend a mountain, which had a vety steep ascent for 
nearly six miles* The day being warm, and the diffi- 
culty in ascending great, several of the men were worn 
out with fatigue, and were obliged to stop behind until 
evening.. I found \it hard work to ascend these lofty 
hills, for I was. then labouring uikder a complaint to 
whidb we were very subject, and had often to leave 
the ranks. What added to my distreass, was the un- 
necessary strictness of our second major, who re- 
fused me liberty to ML out. I at last told him that 
I really, must have liberty : he then ordered a Serjeant, 
of a l^annkal q)irit.like himself^ to remain with me, 
who coratanfly urged ine.to move forwards, not- 
withstanding I was so exceedingly ^. We at length 
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OYettock the .regiinenty. which : wna b^tljig on tbe 
side of the mountain j but we had only sat abput five 
minutes^ when the regiment marehed again. . When 
we had proceeded half a mile, :Ii fell down? in the 
ranks, overpowered with thirsl) )attd f{itigQe. ; .The 
doctor immediately came to know whatr was the mat- 
t^ : I told him my complaint, and he bcdeced; me 
to follow ^be regiment at my leisure: after a deal 
of pain and fatigue, I arrived at the camp of our 
di^Uipn about ten o'clock at night. Next^noming 
we moved <ift' again, and got - within a short: distance 
^ the French army. • About ten o'clock^ a' tremexid- 
ous firing commenced between the 2n(l division and 
the enemy, and at two o'clock the joyful pews .ar- 
rived amongst us that the French were .cleaily beat- 
en out of Spain. At this; information, joy and gladr 
ness were seen: in die countenances of both, officers 
and men. In the afternoon our division encanjp- 
ed oh the summit of one of the loftiest. mountains: 
just: at this period the heat was so intolerable, . tl^at 
we were very uncomfortable, being almost suffocated. 
Towards four o'clock a mist came on :' it then be§|^a 
to hail and rain, and was so exceedingly cold, that 
we were nearly frozen. In this condition we spent 
the night. Nothing eould be more hurtful than 
to march from sixteen to twenty miles in ^ day, 
working oursdves into a fiever heat, and. at ^n^bt 
having to lay on the bare groimd, frequently ini-Ahe 
open air, And often without any thing to eat. ^Tbia 
had been the case with myself and. thousands of 
my <:<nnrades a great number of time& The J^ext 
morning we matched onlyB shoct distance,, and re- 
mained a few daysy having working parties mead- 
rngand widening die roads; in the pasles. v We 
had also a picqoet about tw&; miles in advaaoe. . I 
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A3dnilte<T tbis picqtiet^ atid had an opportunity of yi<> 
sitifig some htm botk^^ about onto mile stiU further 
in advaiide. Nothing could exceed the beenitifid ap-' 
pearance of this part of the Pyrennees : from thi» 
hHl we liad a view over a deligfatfol yalley.fuil)of 
fruit trees of different gortty from whidi we obtain* 
ed' abundanee of plums^ cherries^ and apples. The 
mountains in this part of the Pyrennees hate a veryi 
gi^nd appearance: they are not altogether a chain, 
but frequently fonn several independent mountains, 
risitig majestically one above the other for sereral' 
stfiges. These mountains extend firam the Bay of 
Biiscay to the shores of the Me^terranean Sea» and 
form the barfier between France and Spain. 

About the 1 6th, the troops had retired to rest at 
the usual time/ At midnight, an express came inta 
our camp, with orders that the roil of each company 
should be called over. I was astonished at this or* 
d«r< and at first thought the enenry was abbut.to. 
attack us ; but I heard noUiing more of the matter, 
liiat night. The next morning the mystery was ex- 
phdnedy for we learnt that Lord Aylmer's tent had. 
beien robbed of seveial rich and valuable articles, and 
be himself put into bodily fear. As soon as the 
Sieves were gone, the order for odling over the rolls 
was sent to the whole «f oar ^Kvision -, but no am of 
our regiment or brigade -was missing. Two men, 
however, of the eecond brigadey behmging to. the 
2^«h regiment, wereiabsent. Lord Ayhner oummaiiid*. 
ed tlris^ brigade, and had a guard over his tent: it 
was supplied by the regiments in turn y but he. allow- 
ed the seminal, instead of watching, to He.down and 
sleep; and he was thus lewarded by the very men 
whom hft had befnended ; for the two. m^ of the 
above regiment> who/ had often mounted thift gaiMrd^; 
i3 



y Google 



174 

proved to be the HAew^, |)«fiof the property faoBg 
fooud npon Aetr peraom* The ^nerd 4iM them 
that Hbef mi^ht piepaie^ for dcadi; for nothing eonld' 
save ikcau 

On the I8th we muted: up to the froDt> atod.wene 
posted near ih^WnrnM army* * This^y I houg^tii^ 
hi ibeep of a l^paniarc^ wiiiph cost '«ix abiUiagtf «nd 
two peaee, and weighed about twentjr^five poiwdi* 

On the I9th I mounted theadvaueed guard^^andtin 
the evening each man hadtofetebm load of sticks for 
the ire. At dusk^ I and another went for our quan* 
turn of wood^ and coming to a hord, fEHind a aheep^ 
which had taken shelter, there. We imme^yatety 
brought home our load, and* aeq^lateted the oor- 
pond with what we had seen; p^Hlusiag, if he 
would allow us to go aikl'Utt it^ to let him luire i^ 
quarter of it. He consebted, and we impaired to. the. 
spot: I then took my kmfe/.andl^UQd ttte poor ani*'. 
maL To whom the^ sheep bdkniged^ I kne^- noty bat 
probably to the Frenoh> as it wasc be^een the two: 
umics^ and on the French side of the .^^nnees t bntf 
to us it made little matter who was the owner ^ we 
were hungry, and glad o£ such an- of^rtftniiy of sa^ 
tisfylog our craving i^ppetites* 

On the 23rd I mounted this guard.the second ttme^^ 
the men whom we relieved bad killed a yoong bu)#t 
lock on the previous ni^ Thfsday I wtfnt so fiur* 
in advance, that I came within « very short distance, 
of a French viQi^, hut dared not to enteiv lest. I 
should be taken ptisesier, as it was.sdmost oeitain^ 
that the French army had possessioa of it. I tunsed- 
back^ and entering a TaUey, aixivediat a small haim^ 
house : the first thing 1 asked for waa bread | the^ 
farm^ said he had none, hot gave me somn*. apfiles^ 
and n quantity of sak, which wcke very acceptable 
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iBdeed. This night, <mr mdst Advanced Mntinel vm 
foond aakep .an hh pdst : had ^ht enemy advftnced, 
they'^v^old mosl prpbaUy have surprised the aamy, 
and telien many i^risitni^rs* The man waa punished 
£Br Ibob nogleel of.datf; tfatoogh not«o sevccely as. he 
otherwise jWQidd have been> tmd it been^.iinder dif-f 
fecent' circimistances ; that isy had there heen.move 
danget. . 

In.^e aftei!nQOttof'>the25ith orders came for every 
man^ not o&duty^ to: repair to the camp of the second' 
brigade j to witness the execution of the two men who 
hj|d Tobbed'Lord Ayhoeir's t»it« The next momiog, 
by day light, we fell in, and passed on oor march 
afoottt twenty thousand Spaniards, lying in encamp- 
ment; : We arrived at the camp of the 24th regi- 
ment^ > which was nearly six miles north of oars;- 
and saw the two poor wretched culprits at their 
preyeiB, aarrounded by the whole of the women of 
that regiment, w;ho were bitterly lamenting the «ad 
coiaditlon of the nnhappy men. The prisoners were 
dressed in white, and were preparing for death in 
the midst of their kind-hearted country-women. 
Oar regiment came to the place of execution, and 
formed with several other regiments into a large 
square, and there saw the awful preparations go- 
ing forward. The Provost Marshal had pitched upon 
a tree which had a large arm, something like a 
gallows : he had also prepared two ladders, one on 
each side of the tree, having a plank from one ladder 
to tit^ other, thereby forming a kind of drop. . He had 
aJHunber of men to assist him } and ropes were fixed to 
th^ tfinot of each ladder, so that the moment the signal 
should be gtvea,;^ men, hf pdlfng the: rot>eSj were to 
libemte the 'plaid^ aud thus let the :men ckop. While 
these '^iugs ^were: going on, a iaige body of Frencht 
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infiuitiy^ that were posted. on the opposite hUU, go€ 
wader arms, expecting^iiio doubt, tkat-l^pe wiere going^ 
to attack them : we could see them moving abcAit as 
distinctly as possible. At length the prisonets were 
brought into the square by ^he Provost- Marshal's 
guard; the proceedings of the court martial were 
then read ; all were unmoved^ nntil the sentence^ 
that they were to be hanged^ was pronounced. At 
this period there was a visible change in the counte- 
nance of every man ^ for we all felt for these unfor- 
tunate wretches^ who were doomed to suffer a shame- 
fnl death in. the sight of both armies. They were 
now ordered forward to the gaUows^ and assisted on 
to the plank^ and the ropes were adjusted: they 
confessed their guilt, and hoped that their fate wcnild 
be a warning to the scMiera not to be guilty of the 
like crime : the signal was. then given^ and the un- 
happy men were launched into eternity* After the 
execution, we parched to onr respective encamp- 
ments, and there learnt that the enemy had already 
begun those offensive operations, which brought on 
the bloody contests of the Pyrennees.. 



CHAP. XVL 

Lord Wellington, after the brilliant successes which 
he had gained oyer the enemy, had pursue^ the fugi- 
tive army without loss of time to the frontievs of 
France, and had established the alHed army in the pass- 
es of the western Pyrennees. Ckneral Byng*s bri- 
gade, and a Spanish oorps, lay at the pass c^ Ronces- 
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valley i Sir^ J^wiy Cole; with bis didsioo^ was at 
Vis^airet, to sappor^ these troops : General; Pictoa's 
division .Was stationed at .Olaqtiie^ in reserve. The, 
valley of Bastan was o^upied by Sir Rowknd Hi^Fs 
division^ aiid the Conde Aaiaranthe*s Spanish corps* 
Our division was ported with the light division on 
the heights of Santa Barbara, at the town of Vera^ and 
in the Puerto d'Bchalar. The 6th division was in 
reserve at Estevan. Sir Thomas Graham undertook 
the siege of St. Sebastian |. and the Conde del Abbbal, 
with a body of Spaniards^ the blockade of Pampeluna. 

Buonaparte^ who was at this time occupied in Ger- 
many, h&ug alarmed at the progress of our army, 
determined to mc^e an effort to retrieve his Spanish 
a^irs^and pluck from us the laurels we had won : for 
this purpose^ he appointed Marshal Soult^ uoquestion- 
ahly the best general in the French service^ Lieutenant 
rEmpereur, and commander in chief of all his forces 
in Spain and the south of France. Armed with this 
comprehensive authority^ he arrived at the scene of 
action on the. J 3th of July, bringing with him large 
reinforcements. - 

On die 25th, Marshal Soult attacked, with a body 
of nearly forty thousand men. General Byng*s post at 
Roncesvalles, and forcing the pass, compelled him to 
retreat, which he did in good order, to 2iUbiri. In the 
afternoon of the same day, an immense body of the 
enemy assailed Greneral Hill's position, at the Puerto 
de Maya, at the head of the valley of Bastan, and for- 
ced him to give W9y« At this critical juncture, Major- 
General Barnes' brigade of our division hastened to his 
support,' and enabled him to regain hia^osts : how- 
.ever, in consequence of the retreat of General Byng, 
he afterwards, withdrew to Iiurtta« The troops em- 
ployed on this occasion, during ao engf^ement of seven 
i5 
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haan, £xight with de^pMitkm^ mA eveiy T^egbfient 
charged wifh the bayonet. The coi»iiict of l3ie 82iid 
tefpmetkt, of oar division^ wes mdch admited* 

We reoeiTed inteDigeiice of these titonactioiift as 
inre were retiimiiig from witne^iig the execntioii of 
the two men who rohbed Lord Ayfaner's tent : attd, 
on oar approach to the cbntested spot, found, to oar 
great itigret, that we could reikter otir braie fetidws 
no assistance Whatever, though wehlkd a futt view of 
them, by reason of a trtoiendotis ravine, which It 
was impossible to pass : besides-, we expie69ed soon to 
have plenty of employment oli oilr dwt aeeoont. We 
escaped for this time, and after hlEEving been mider 
arms a considerable period, we ascended to the top 
of a monntain t thence, on the morning of the tSUk, 
we retreated to Pampdana. 

On the 27th, the enemy arrived in iitont of oar po- 
sitions near Patnpehina, and M\ with tremen^os 
fiiry upon the third and fourth divisions, imder Gen- 
erals Picton and Cole, while they were in: the act of 
taking up their ground, and a sanguinary coafliet en* 
sued* Several of the regiments had to charge wkli 
the bayonet four or five times : the enemy at length 
gave way, and were driven back with immense 
loss. 

Finding himsdf thus foikd, Sonk now diKected hia 
efforts against Cknetied Hill, who was marching t^n 
Lizasso, followed by a large body of the enemy. He 
afterwards stroAgly reinforced this body> and proceed^ 
ed to adopt measures for attacking Sir Rowland H^l's 
division, taking at the same time possession of a 
prodigious mountain in advance of oar di vision '«ta>- 
tioned at Marcalain. Lord Wellington, afitie^wttng 
his design, determinied to be beiore hand with him, 
and draw off his attenlicm fitom General HiH^ by vth 
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dm^iig I4in to tb» uecesdty of iM^tendiDg.to the defence 
o£ bi^p^ positiox^ : for this purpose, he immediately 
gave orders ior Qenefal PictOQ to tqrn the enemy's. 
lef^ by, the xpad to Ronce«rflmea» and for our division, 
undejf:- the £arl of Dalbpusiej to assail the mountain in 
our ft'ont.. . Ae€0i:dJ^g^y, on the 2.9th^ we set out upon 
thi9 enterprise. In the af^enioo;n I w^ prdered on a 
reconnoitring, party, consisting of a corporal and six 
privates^ under the command. of Captain Gledstanes, 
and a lieutenant. . We moved in the direction of the 
enen^, and .posted ourselves within two hundred yards 
of their sentinels : three of us were placed on sentry, 
b«^viug«trict orders, to fire4lie moment we saw a French 
soldiier move towards us. The captain, lieutenant, 
andjOfis^ of the men, ascended one of the most lofty 
mountains,, to survey the French position -, after which 
they returned, and l^e sentinels were called in. A 
far^^house being near, we called and obtained re- 
frefthment, and then Joined the regiment, which bad 
reoeivjed orders to advance at one o'clock in the mom- 
in|^: at the appointed time we fell in, without the 
sound of the bugle, and moved.off, passing over the same 
grounds and came to. the house where we had.been re- 
freshed the day before* . We passed the house, and ad- 
vanced towards the enemy, who were posted at a dis- 
tai^ce of not more than eight hundred yards from it. 
As our regunent was ascending the mountain, we re*- 
ceived a volley £rom their advanced guard : they then 
opened such a terrible fire upon us, that we were oblig- 
ed to measure oar steps bitek in quick time to the farm- 
hou^e^ Xhere being a wall in a line with the house, 
seveipal- men were posted behind itj others went into 
the house, and. fined out of the windows and door- 
way* HaviQg good CQV^, we opened a most deli- 
berate aad4estrttetive^re upon ^mr enemies ^ and al- 
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though greaily stipefiot to ub in ftntobers/we kept 
them in cheeky having -^rm possession of the farar- 
honse and garden^ frbitf which they cdakl not dislodge 
ns. They at length' retired to the top of tfadf oim 
position^ and we received orders to leave the faoase 
instantly^ and to move round thehill^ and attack 
ibem at another point : but we had* not got more than 
half a niile^ before our com pany was sent back to keep 
possession 6f the house and garden^ and to place sen^ 
tinels to watch the enemy in another direction. H«r-» 
ing returned and taken possession of the honse^ I and 
my comrade were |^ced on sentry together on afoot 
path/ which led up from the main body of -the enemy : 
our situation was so ctmspicuoas^ that we cbiikl'see 
the movements of both armies. When omr brigade 
had got r<jund the hilt, ^ey immediately advanced to 
the summit -, and nottdthstan^ng the enemy's fife, 
carried h at the point of the bayonet; No troops 
could have acted better than this part of oar dtvistOB. 
They then advanced to ^e next hill^ and dfdodged 
the eneniy with the same deadly instrument. No* 
thing could withstand the gallantry of our brigade -, 
they bore down all before them. About two miles 
below the path overwhidi I was stationed^ a division 
of French infantry, dnd several raiments of cavdry^ 
had taken Shelter bdnnd a hill ; but a brisk fire of can- 
tibti and mnsketry having been opened npon iheta, the 
cavalry begat to rett^at one by one : when they cnoae 
to the place where the danger wns greatest^ they rode 
full gallop. Severid of them were killed, the rest 
narrowly escaped ; their infantry having to stand to 
cover their retreat. At this period our troops moved 
forward with redotibled vigour : the eneftiy gave wtiy 
in ^11 directions, and abandoned- tbepositka they had 
been so anxious to obtain. When the engagement 



** Digitized by VjOO^ l^ 



was oytr, out regtnieiitcdUected at the house before 
aKeoHoned:' W6 i^n, as dn other occasions of the 
khidj began to enquire who was killed and who was 
wounded : ttbe firsi person meatloded was our second 
major ^ he^had' received' afball in his neck« or rather 
In his wind»)^i()€f, -which killed hind illstaUtiy. As 
soon as this was geneiitiy> known amongst us, joy was 
seen in eveiy countenance, and I verily thought we 
should have had th^ee cheers, for several of the men 
began to cry '^hip rhtp!'* which was always the sig- 
nal for dbeering. He was a cruel man to us, and his 
death was considered as a happy release. Our total 
loss thia mt^ing was about t^rty-one killed and 
wounded, and we had one man taken prisoner: he 
had been jJaced on sentry before day^light, and not 
being relieved at our first i^treat, fell into -the hands 
of the enemy. 

Whil^ these operations were going on. Lord Wel- 
lington sent troops to the support of General Hill. 
The enemy appeared before bis position late in the 
morning j but he gave them such a warm reception, 
that tibey were giad to seek safety by flight, especially 
as Lord Wellington had proceeded in person to inter- 
cept them. On the next day they took up a strong 
position, witii two divisions to cover their rear, in the 
pass of Donna Maria. This pass. Sir Kowiand Hill 
and Lord Dalhousie were ordered to force. Accord- 
ingly, on the 3 1st, oUr division set out on this service, 
and in the afternoon halted within four miles of the 
passi Having learnt Aat the enemy were cooking. 
Lord Dalhousie gave orders for the division to be put 
in motion,' intending to take them by 'surprise. We 
no sooner approached the pass, than our brigade filed 
off to attack a strong body of the enemy, which wim 
posted <Hi a hill ^at projected from the pass, the 2nd 



Digitized byVjOO^l^ 



19» 

aB$l. 3rd b^ifad^ Bmni^ foicwud.. The iiioiuijkaui$. 
beipg fongb^ and Cftfm4 witb trci^ w«re difficjiU to 

coQung .op ivjitb jlb0 «9ci9f > uaniedialely: wrat la 
work ; Ihey jriQie ii^mui«i to defend this post.i^ 
the lii9^ iCi^tremty^ tod. a.oiDf t dettmctm firing oom-' 
raenoed, the baUs ontting down the branches above 
our heads. A ball struck a poor feUow near me on 
the 8hin-bone> which wim broken in pieces i- hw cries 
were truly lamentable. We still advanced to Ahefiasf^ 
but the eneo^ pusbii^ forward iq vast masses, forced 
us to give way a little s we* however, soonraUiedi and 
aft^r adeal of bard%htii^ gained thesonunit of the- 
mountain, at the p^nt of the bayonet. A very seri- 
ous mistake took place during oar asoent. While $ir 
Rowland Hill*s corps were «^y^»fp^ii"c onjtheotbeirside 
of the pass, hearing the rqports of our.musJMtt, and 
our balls pessingoyer t^i^i, they thought we were the 
enemy, and fired upon us : we also fired on them in 
return, and sevend lives were lofL Thjys terror being 
rectified, we carried the pass^ . notwithstanding . the 
vigorous resistftnoe of the enen^y^ and remained mas* 
ters of the heights. Af^r this we descended into the 
valley and encamped,:th^ epemy h^ving^scamp^sMoff. 
There was npt one nian of our q^H^op^y left, ezQ&pt 
myself, to^ntch the tei|^ or to di^w ^the provisions. 
The loss of our regiDoent vi^ vefy g]^« ^^^ipg. about 
thir|;y killed and. wounded ^ but what. m%de the thipg 
most afi'ecting«was>. th^, the greatest number, of the 
men killed, and wowded :W<sre married^ and had fami- 
lies at ho^e. 

The next momii^g. our dimon joioved off in piir<^ 
suit of iho eeemy, and enpmpcd near Vera, the forr 
tified town I bare, men^ned betoe* Ou the 2nd of 
August weasQendnd Itie laqst lo% peortof tbe F^pren* 
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neWj and fraud khu/b tlie «iieniy bad Itmt on tie Itt 
of August abodt'S thousand aiilea loaded imtfa liread^ 
inteiRled for ibe iclief of Bampaluna; btiddet befaig 
obliged to tbcow a gre«t deal of their baggage into a 
river. Towards eveiuDg we eaniie up with two diri** 
sions of the enemy near thb ^ertb ^TEcfaakr^ the last 
post they held in Spai&> and without waiting for us^ 
our second brigad^^ under Genetal Barnes^ commenc- 
ed a most vigorous attack Upon them. Oar brigade 
followed dose after to asust, but our aid: was not re- 
quired ; tiie gallantry of General Barnes^ with liis 
brigade^ eom^letely drove the -enemy from their po- 
sition into IVance. Thiu we cleared this part of 
Spain^ iofr the .secoiid time, of its worst enemy; the 
army <^ Joseph Buoiiapaite -, vad in the evening our 
division encamped neiur the town of Ecbalar. 

3f d. Our ^vision ascended to the top of the moun- 
tains, tind encamped wi^n hi^ a mile of our old 
ground, after an absence of nine days, one part or 
other dl the array having been engaged with the ene- 
my eight days out of that period. 

The Mai loss stistaited by the English, &c,, from 
the 2Mt of Jidy to the 28ik, was nearly four thousand 
three hundred in hilled, wsftraded, and taken; and 
that of the enemy amouitfed to nearly .fififceen thou- 
sand, mie particulars vi the losses sustaiaed by 
the flilies are as foUows: tw'o majors, nine cap- 
tains, twelve Keifti^ants> fi%e ensigns, time stafl^ mid 
five hundred -and twenty^seven novHCQO&misdoned 
officers^and privates, killed j dne gehanl staff, twelve* 
lieutenant-coloneb, thirteen sudors, forty-four cap- 
taii», e^ty^ne lietttenaiito^ Ihirty-six ensigns, six 
staff, with three thousand one hundred and seventy- 
four non-commissiofied officers and private, and five 
horses, woimded ; - five eaptHns, four lieutenants, four 
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enagns, one staffs fbar fanndred and forty lioDb^coBL-* 
missioned officers and privates, and one horse, missings 
Hie Spaniish loss was twenty-six men killed^ twehe 
officers and one bnndred and fifty-five meii wounded, 
and eleven men missing. 

On the 30th, the British loss was eighty-one killed, 
and foor hnndred and sixty-nine wounded. The 
Portuguese loss was very great. I have not the num- 
ber of kiQed and wounded from the 31st July to the 
2nd August : the grand total of the allies must have 
been nearly six thousand in killed, wounded, and 
missing ; for in no part of the Peninsular war did 
we suffer more than during the severe contests &- 
cross the lofty Pyrennees. We lay in our camp 
very tranquil until the 14th 5 it was then reported, 
that the ISthbdng Napoleon's birth-dfty, the Frendi 
army intended to make another attempt to £orce the 
different passes of the Pyrennees, in order to raise 
the siege of St. Sebastian, and compel the English 
army to retreat in the direction of Vittoria. We eer- 
tainly expected some attempts would be made €ut that 
purpose; consequently, oil Iiie-i5th, our knapsacks 
were ready padred, and oin* arms piled, no man be- 
ing allowed to lekve the camp for more Ihan ten 
minutes. In this situation we vraited the attack of 
the enemy • but notwithstanding the zeal of the 
French army, and their love for Buonaparte, no move- 
ments were niade towards us. They probably re- 
membered their iate ; defeats and losses -, for instead of 
driving us back into the heart of Spain, as they had 
fully anticipated, they had every where metwith dis- 
comfiture and disgrace, and had retired into ^hmr 
own country in dismay and confusion^ 

About the f7th we were again in very great' dis- 
tress for watit of food, having been nearly thtte days 
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without receiiihg eittier brdid orbigciritr there were a 
fevr li)aTes of bread broilk'glit into^otir eafmp hy Spanish 
peasants, which were'sold^a^twd'shllUiigs aikl six- 
pence^be pound; and eVeh atthft enormous price they 
were bought up with eagctness ; if A^ere had been ten 
times the quan^^itihey wonM have ra^t ii^ith a teady 
sslle. During tltese Ibree days' famine^ we had per- 
haps tti^enty reports thiif ^the commissary had rcceiyed 
a supply of bread ^ %tit'^e Were' as often moitified to 
learn that they were ftlsi^. 0« the cTeniiig of the 
3rd day our supplies came up, and every mati reeeiv^ 
ed his proper allowance. During this privation^ how- 
ever, we received orir "beef ^nd rmn regularly, so that 
our wairts wer^ not so'giteat as th^ had be6n (}n other 
occasions, when We "wtre without prDrision^ of every 
description for'twcyor'thr^e days together: 

About the 2l&et' I moimted the bulidck guard : ^e 
next morning I had tor ascend one<tf the.mountains' 
for five of the best biiUookS) to' be killed for that 
day's allowabde; - O^ arriving at the summit, I found 
myself actually above the cknids t. the ^y was clear 
aiid serene, but below ^it wa^.cloudy> and in tome 
parts of the valleys both misty and rainy. I descend- 
ed with the bullocks through the mists and clouds 
into the vaHeywtiere the division was encamped. 

On the 29th, I mounted thb.gnard. a seooiid time 
since our retttm from Bampehina* . Bdi^ Sunday, 
we had ^ine service performed by a minister of 
the chnrdi <^ Sn|^nd* I stole firmn the guard, got 
into the rear ci one 4>l the tcgwi^ts, and heard the 
prayett read : alter which a short sermon was preach- 
ed. This iwas- ^ only serinon I had ever, beard 
since May 1811, it beitig two years and three months. 
I was ddi^ted with the clergyman, and paid the 
greatest attention to his profitable discourse* After the 



y Google 



sennw ym^^i endedy I jwtocittd to my gaai^,^ bufr^i^ 

noon I wfts teak t0 ikf tof of^^lbc^ QUMn^P, ^ vsttL 
q>jpdcr» to ibc .h«datt^ ^ 4mr cpfnimmiyr fiekiga 
dear d^iy^ I[oonl4 discofarjofc^wto «t the distance o£ 
^kf.mim^r.moiv^ : Bayo^iie .appeared. to, be, t«^ 
neap. ; I could rper(^e]|inMl|f|ds €i'Um^9fad vitn 
lage^*. .1^ that port of Fja^ita {next tb^ F^^xen^^ 
most c^ .tl|e booaea we..fr||itoi;4p ibat libey-can. b& 
seeii idistineily at % gi^t diftancfB. ^ Nothing conld 
eicead^tbe.^eaotiftd appcaiance of the oonntry bekmr 

t.0Q^Moti4ay t]|e,30t^ I was Beliered,' joined mp 
compm^f'COf^tAmf dinner aa nanal^ every thiag^ap>*. 
piB{^g4i3NiqiB)4. but aboi^t two o^dpck^aniespsea*. 
arrived froin. hofi Wd^mgpofn^ oxdt^a^/th^ Sla^ 
68tb> 82iarf> a&4 Cftuuaeun.i^skanidfUBS^ to move^off 
ioinedii^qfy l9L Ae^r^eti^i^ef S$.JSfbaai;i#9» li^ 
certainljR <>|)ee|ed :thiit our bfigpuie was goiQg to atw 
siai in Ibe.alonniflgiOf tbtt'Fary atroi;^.(aftiifea^^*« 
The JNi^ speedily i^ffWded^ 4Qw»{caiai^ th^ teats, 
wluek ttre»)ipaclicdl:up> andiift. Ies0 ^lan forty im»*< 
utas we >were <m; olur !9mfi. i Frei$oes to oilr asaed^i 
ordsani;hbd.beeii given to s«me<of ti»e.di«i»oiis:toloi> 
nish twenty fitttt«achjreguii«st» to loin tt». stioiiniiag^ 
party srt:.afe4Seba8tiaD. We passed the tree on wlikh 
the two men of the Mth r^nnenfe w»pe hanged^ 
we tdsQ passed the light, difisiai^, and a .#ri)n<m fii 
SpaAtands/and cneaoved^withittallaree.iii^ Leed^ 
WeUingtoft'sJieadifaMfra^ Jlerewe'xeed^dftdr^.- 
from Bngland/>caBsisting.(tf. aintee* nie|Q^.«ad<,di!Bi 
82nd^ one«f afaoul QBe/hiindfBd'aad<fi£^ ■/ ,^\ /^t - 

JBwlyr on ftbemni3n]4[af the aiat of Aagiist we were 
under iniins> and afaoiil.aeveit>o!clbck''nmitdini ihroagfaf 
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bead qutfrters, and bm»li.(aiMO«id doe of the i 
taina;^ lmt*bef(mwe(pdteatliefi«»«Ml>di^kO«^ 
moBketiry wm: distiaclli^ bottd; ' Aoivhig at the tap 
<tf .the 1411^ we 8&V & n^niieBt ef PartngUBse infiuniy 
Tetifiag hefotc die eneaqr^ who' had etfoiied the livtr 
by the ft^> the 4)rk^ : harTiog been dealroyed.^ 
Thtj. wvte m the lOppeitte hiHi. to the mmdieri aa 
nearly as ecmld'beaaecateiiied^ «f twenty-lbree thon*^ 
saaEid meQ |- besides, seyend pieces <if csfamm,.iaiomn 
by the name cf mule^fpom^ fomii MiV carried by the . 
mules^ the carriage oa iooe/ sideband the gun on the 
other. \ye had no sooner foiiiied> .than :the eneaiy 
opened a fire open ns from thea^ gWB> which on this 
occaajpn.did httlt or no eaemitippi* T^a £»Bch 
wantfd ^ jraise' the «if^ of St.< Sebas^ian^ and-weve. 
doterminedj by :an' oTgrwtylming. forcej to fain tjheir. 
ol^ect. We had only^fiiiir British npgiments^ and one 
r^ppient of Fortoguesey. which had already gif en way> 
tp oppose this mighty army* ... 

Our regiment was jqow ordeied fiorwaid, and ext<. 
tended all aloi^ the front of the. brigade We loaded 
omr pieces, and waited for the enemy^ w)io were ad- 
vancing, haying taken onr stand about four hnndsed 
yards from the summit of the hill, directly in front of 
the 82nd raiment. When they came within two 
hundred yards, we>began to fire upon them, every man 
being directed, to take. deliberate aim. .The enemy 
having approached within one hundred yar^ of us, 
we retreated deliberatdy, kaeiang up a most destmc* 
tive:fire. When we nearly reached the summit of 
the mountain, we formed, and waited till they ar* 
rived within twenty yaids. We then fired ^ vol* 
ley, gave thrse. cheers^ and rushed upon them with 
fixed bayonets.. . This caused them to give, wa]^ and 
we pursued them exultingly to the. bottom of the hill. 
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itti&tvV* ttiid- '<6tbi6if op{iitibridas««Lm'es# O^ 6fx>txr 
meki; "i^bb; irwas ^idy bftd' wbotided bhiiself ^t tbe 
battle dF'Vittdrift/ ran in front of most of the skir- 
ini]ibe¥d= to ^ redieein • bk ' ebm^eter :' X ^ followed bhnf 
lantl) be becei^ ft- ball in bk belly : be tben turn-- 
ed round/ andiinftde'wl^at bMte be cotild to'tbe'isop 
of «te' iMf'jh^g txiA groantog in tbe bSfteitrst 
milDier. •> "He^'UfWwafds redOVei^d/and- wis able to 
d0^9it)>'diHf. Tbe edeiti^ hM^ obtained a strong 
i^inforc^ei^^' now advanced In elose cdlumn^ their 
di'ums'beatiiigin order tJo keep them together, • We' 
Again Peti^ted^ aiid I narrowly escaped being taken 
prison^ 5^ foi* I v^s abhost exbansted with rannitkg. 
As 'We retreated; ^ kept up a steatdy a^d i^eil-^rect- 
ed^^/'and ^inieid tbe'^timmit of thfehiU ill good or- 
det; not baVing a single man taken prisoner. 

'It W6af rioW thought pindent to retire bi^fOrie tMs' 
column to tbe next range of bills. We kept up a 
constant fire as we retired^ and took up a posilion on 
a hill; at' the extremity of which I and about twen- 
ty mtore were stationed : there being several itees, 
each m&n* posted himself behind one^ and began to 
dischai^e bis piece. With firing so often, my fiint 
became worn out, and I retired about fifteen yards 
to tbe rear, and fixed a new one into my musket. 
While thus employed. Lieutenant Skene told me that 
George Noble and two others of our company were 
wounded : I said, I was sony for it, and immediatdy 
i-esumed my place 5 but had only fired one shot, 
when a ball 8ti:pck me, entering my left side, a Utile 
below my heart. At first, I felt nothing; in about 
ten seconds, however, I feM to tbe ground, turned 
sick' and' faint, and expected every moment to ex-* 
pire, having an intderable burning pain in my left' 
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|i4e« I tboogbt it was all .o?er with me, betog 
cpnfident that I had lecfeiyed a mortal wduaik I 
lay. on the. ground about five aainiiiesy tilfaen ike ser- 
geant-major> who/wasnear the spot; ordered two of 
the men to take me to t&e rear. -. Thcf, attempted to 
lift me up ; hut I begged, of them to let me.aloBe> say- 
ings '^For God's, sake^. let me die io^peaoe \" 'thk men 
then leti me drop. on the.ground again, no doubt think* 
ing I was actually dying* The sergeaat-mi^or seeing 
what they had done, said, in a loud ttoe, *' Take hire 
away to the rear> for he is not dead." They then rab* 
ed me up, loosed the str^s of my knapsadLs^ and took 
off my belts : I opened my coat and waisteoat^ and 
putting my band, against my side, found a lump oc- 
casioned by the ball neady as. large as a hen's egg« 
My shirt and trowsers were drenched with blood* In 
this condition I started to the rear, assisted by the 
men above mentioned: I had not proceeded more 
than fifty yards,. before I was deserted by them. The 
shots from the enemy, at this period flew so ex- 
ceedingly fast,, that the men were afraid of being 
killed, so t^at I was left to take care of myself ^ but 
Captain. Gledstanes being near the spot, I said, ^'Sir, 
^ am I to be left in this condition, to be killed or taken 
,^jfy, the enemy?" *.'No, my man," said this amiahle.offi- 
<;er, " I wiU assist you ;". and .immediately seizing 
hold of my right arm, and giving me a stick, in my 
left hand^ conducted me out of the. reach, of th^ ene- 
my's balls.. He then gave me in 0barge of tw'o jsoJdiers; 
who.assisted me to the place vhere.the r^im^nt bad 
cplkcted, and w^ere the surgeons.were in attendance 
to dress the wounds,^.and to .render thafc assistance 
which is reqiMired pn occasions of this.kind. I niever 
think of Captain Gleds|;anes but yvi$h pleasure : I was 
indebted tp him for mylife *, for had he not thus kind^ 
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ly MiDSted me> I dboold in all probafaQity hare been j 
eitfa0r kiUed or tnkcQiby* Uie enemy^ wbo were not | 
moie thim-two bEModred yards from me. I often 
wonder I was u>t wounded ;a second tSme. As I i 
lay gasping upon ihe groand, sev^al of my Gomrades^ 
(lasbmen,) came to me, saying, '^Arrab ! Qreeo^ my 
poor CbUow, are yon mncb bnit V'. and consoled me as 
well as tbey eonld : some gave me water and others 
rum to drink, and thus testified their respiect and kind- 
ness towards me. At length a surgeon began to ex« . 
amine me : be took off my shirt, and ran bis probe in« 
to the wound. In the meantime the colonel of tbe 
Chasseurs Britanniqaes was brought to this spot, 
wounded in the head ; and the surgeon left me in my 
nak^ state to attend on him. In a few seconds, 
however, Mr. Reid, our regimental burgeon, esme 
to me, and ran his Mttle finger into my side, to clear 
it of any substance that might be lodged in Uie wound. 
I cried akmd by reason of die pain it occasioned. | 
'^ Silence r* said the surgeon, "it is for your good." 
The ball could not be extracted. A little dry lint was 
put over the wound, and a bandage bound tight round 
my body : my clothes were put 4>n, and I was laid on 
the ground, but was so full of pain, that I conld not 
rest more than two minutes in any one posture. Itt 
a short time several of the officers collected on the spot 
where I lay. Captain Gkdstanes gave me an excel- 
lent character to the colonel, saying, no man of onr 
regiment had behaved better, or shown more courage 
than I had done while eharging the enemy down the 
mountain. Colonel Hawkins, who had been my cap- 
tain for five years, said, he was sorry to see me in my 
present situation 5 but if I recovered he would remem- 
ber my soldier-like conduct, and do something for 
me* I now made my will, which was as follows: ''If 
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I die IB €Oii6e^[iM!iice of my woimd^ I wisb for my 
arrears^ clotbing money, and prize money, to be given 
to my comrade James Mann, wbo bas always been 
my laitbftil friend." detain Gkdstanes saidbe wbnld 
seetbat my wkb was complied vnih, if James outliv- 
ed me. Having lost mymnriLet, knapsack, and ac- 
coutrements (for one of our men bad taken tbem to 
the rear,) and not being able to look after tbem my- 
self, I begged of tbe cok>nel to allow James to go 
witb me into the liter for a day or two, tbat be migbt 
assist me in recovering tbem. Tbe colonel very kind* 
ly granted my re(}tiest, and allowed my comrade to 
accompany me. 

After settling tbese things, I and several other 

wounded men were provided with mules to carry us : 

we immediately proceeded to the fear, but bad only 

got three or four mHes when a dreadful storm came 

on ; tbe rain fell in torrents, tbe flashes of lightning 

were most alarmii^, tktd tbe claps of thunder loud, 

and quickly suoceeding each other. Tbe pack-saddle 

on which I rode was covered witb an oil-clotb 3 tbe 

- water ran from tbe saddle-cloth, down my trowsei-s, 

^ into my shoes, and out of tbem, as though they had 

^ been springs or fountains, and in a short time I was 

'^ almost drowned. I wished to lie down, and every 

^ hovel we came to I begged to be put into it, that I 

^ might rest.^ Being in a miserable plight -, drenched 

^ witb blood, sweat, and rain ; fatigued, full of pain, 

^ and never expecting to see tbe hospital, I thought 

r every moment would be my last : when I requested 

^ James to put me into a shepherd's but, be smiled. 

Sand consoled me by saying, ''You shall not die 
yet." 

IAffcer neariy three hours' ride, we arrived at a small 
tillage.' I was then taken off tbe mule, and assisted 
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mU} the boHse : my clothc^^ ^^re^^ftlfceiL off^ aad 1 waft 
put to bed : the woman of the bouse> when she saw 
tl^em strip me, exclaimed with emotipn^^^ Jesu ! Maria ! 
Je«u ! Mariar* andpray^d for me. \Jhe $yi|ipathy of 
t^e oldwomap a|Efc^e^.Tm^:Yery mucl^j and brought 
to my mind my.dear an4>&9^ relatives at home. I 
thought, if this poor w9Bfi^D;^lp. whom I was a stran- 
ger, could be so moved w>th a sight of my condition, 
what would their feeliiigshavebeien had they knownit. 
The night passed over slpwly^thp b^ was very hard, 
a»d so over-run with fleas, that I could not skep. I 
wished for the mornings and when it came I was still 
restless and full of pain, both in body and mind. 

The baggage of our brigade was encamped near 
this village : the captain of my company commanded 
it. We sent my com^e to make our ^ases knowp 
to him, and he very kindly sent a guinea to be divid- 
ed amongst us. With this . supply of iQoney w^ 
bought some provisions from the inhabitants, who 
willingly let us. have such as they had, giving us into 
the bargain whatever cider we wished to di'ink. 

In the afternoon, an old soldier, who had been used 
to the hospitals, came round and dressed our wounds : 
the old man did very well, for after he had dressed 
my wound I seemed, easier. We sent a man to head 
quarters, to draw provisions, and procure medical as* 
sistance : he returned on the 3rd September with our 
bread and n;ieat, but had drunk and S0I4 the rum : had 
he been with the regiment, he would have, paid ckar 
for his base cpnduct. , : .. - • '. , . • • 

A surgeon arrived with thirty mules tp carry us to 
the general hospital: he dressed our wounds, and 
then gave orders for us to march at two o'clock in the 
a^moon. This being the fourt^i.^ay, since we had 
been wounded, our wounds were very sore :. soma 
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Were cfyidg by reason of accetsive pain in theilr frao 
tared Hmhs. As for my$elf> I wept like a chfld. We 
trere the worst oiFin deiMsending Che tnoantailks : the 
mules sHded down ibr three or foar yards toge- 
ther ; and how I got to ihe end 6f my joamey I ctai 
'scarcely tell : Sergeant Currie fell hem his midej 8iit<f 
Aiirrowly escaped falliikg down a steep predpree; 
We at length arrived at Lord Wellii^n's head 
qaaarters^ and were pat into the town4udl^ where we 
htd toiie bn the bMe stones. 

On the 4th we matched again^ and passed oi^er the 
grbtmd on which we had been engaged. I saw the 
tree where I received my wound^ aiod after riding ar€t 
the field of the late Jbattle^ we began to descend the 
mountains. Our sufferings while descending these 
lofty hills were indescribable : I really never expected 
to reach the bottom alive ^ it was like cutting my 
body to pieces. I cried, screamed^ prayed, and wish- 
ed to die : my companions were in the same w^^y ; 
some were praying, others weeping and moaning ^ 
and we presented a scene of the completest misery an4 
wretchedness. We at length arrived at the bottom 
of the mountains, and were quartered at Genend 
Graham's head :quarters, where we bad again to lie. 01^ 
the bare floor without a covering. Here we heard 
of the fall of St. Sebastian : it was taken by storm 
on the 3l8t of August, the very day on which I was 
wounded, after a severe cotlfiict. The enemy made 
a desperate attempt to raise the siege, in which they 
failed } our gallant band, soon after I was woui&led, 
routed them^ drove them back agtdn across the Bi* 
dassda with great loss, and forced them to leave St. 
Sebastian to its fate. The loss of our re^nent on 
that day, in covering the siege, was ninety killed and 
wounded, besides officers. The total loss sustained 
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by our axmy in the conflict at St. Sel 
Jrijr 2$Cb to August 3lBt, including the 
ing the Foprtugpcfie intQ the acoount, i 
one Ueiitenant-cok«iel> twp UMyors^ ei 
twen^ lieu t eban^ ^ tesiiensigns^ three 8t 
hmklred and aixteeti non-commissiond 
privirtes, kHled; three genenl oflKcen 
tenant-icoloneb> two majorv^ iw:eQly-fl 
£arty*-ei^t UaiteoKOts, twentynfoor ens 
thousand five hundred and.aiiiely-tvdi 
8i4»ed^iflkeri and prii^atee^ wounded ^.< 
and fertytfour private?^ ooMng^-^The 
readied Passages about noon, and were 
ill the general hospital. 



CHAP. XVIL 

After remaining a short time in the iiospital, I 
was put into a ward, consisting of fifteen wounded 
men belonging to different regiments : nothing eoold 
cxeeed the miserable appearance of the patients, for 
some of us were ahnost lost with vermin, not having 
been able to dean oursdves for several xlays* Every 
man had a kind of bed made of two bbcnit-bags 
sewed together, and Bled wkh fern, or whaTwie call 
brackens, which was very comfortable in comparison 
mth what we had been accustomed to. On the 8th of 
September the hospital stores arrived from Btigl«id, 
and we were served out with every thing* that t^ould 
cotidttce to bur comfort and healths Each man was 
provided with a harden bed-tick filled with straw, two 
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blankets^ one pair of sheets, and cme rug,: this liAppy 
dbange caused us partly to foi|$et our late misfortnnes. 
I also fotmd my knapsack and necessaries^ which 
wesrt on board a vessd opposite the hospital door« . 

Passages is very properly so named^ tat a river or 
'•rm of the sea runs. through the tomtk, Uvriasg 
mAf a very nanrow road : the yard-^amui of the Tea* 
tjUls nearly tcmefa the windows of the houses. St. 
^Sdiastian is only two miks ftoai this plaee« We 
"#e r e annoyed with the noise of the guns from the 
;<iastle, but it surrendered the 8th of Sept^nber, holding 
^eat only eight days longer than the town. The cnir- 
l^ns attended twice a day to dress the wounds of 
their patients, and erery medical ofloer was attentive 
to his charge^ and did all that could be done for our 
recovery. One morning after tl^c /surgeon had dress- 
ed my wound, he clapped me cm the backj telling me 
I should soon be able to have another shot at the 
French. Among the fifteen wounded men in our 
ward, there were three that had received wounds in 
the body, besides myself 3 ten that were wounded 
either in their legs or arms ; and one that had a fracture 
occasioned by a fall. One of them, a man of our re* 
giment, belonging to Captain Gough's company, had 
i^eived'a ball through his breast*bone : whenever 
the surgeon took off the dressing, the blood and 
Water gmshed out of the wound as if it had been 
pmenp^ but with considerable force: this was the 
^ase every time he was dressed. The poor fellow 
endured his misery with the greatest patience and 
re8ignation> and died about the 16th of the month. 

Anofther^ belonging to Captaii^ Gledstane's com-* 
puny, had received a wound In his left arm, so near 
the shouMer that it could not be ampiatated* His 
condition was indeed deplorable 5 for, in addition to 
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his bein^ wounded on the 3l8t of August, he was 
taken by the French^ who stripped him r^fiked, and 
left him exposed in that condition during the night.' 
He was found on the 2nd of September^ and condnct- 
ed to this hosjataL When the surgeons examined 
him> they found that the flies had not only istrack his 
wound, biit other parts of his body j and his arm pre- 
sented a most horrid spectacle : it was literally alive* 
The surgeons did all in their power to save the poor 
man, but in vain. His agony was beyond description. 
He died about the 17th of the month, and was not 
more than twenty-four years of age. 

A third, who belonged the guards, lay in the next 
bed to mine : he had received a severe wound in his 
sfain*bone, which seemed to be doing well ; and we 
were often reckoning of enjoying ourselves at Chel- 
sea : but, bow vain was his hope ! His wound turn* 
ed so bad, that he was obliged to undergo amputation* 
Three days after, one of the arteries getting loose, the 
surgeon was sent for : his thigh was opened to take 
up the artery, but the surgeon could not get the thigh 
bone covered again 5 it was more than an inch longer 
than it ought to have been. The consequence was, 
that the man had to undergo a second operation : he 
was very cheerful during the painful process, but died 
the same night. 

A fourth, who belonged to the same regiment, had 
received a ball through his right breast: it passed 
out at his shoulder-blade. . When he drew his breath, 
the dressing seemed as though it would have gone in- 
to his body. He lingered a few days, and then diec^ 
apparently without pain. Although he lay in the 
bed next to mine, he had been removed to the dead- 
house some hours before I knew that he was gone. 

The fifth case is that of a man of Captain Gough*& 
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company^ whose name was Churcii : he had received 
a ball through his groin^ but was in a very hopeful 
way. Church was very ill-nature^ with some of the 
wounded men^ because they moaned and disturbed 
him'. He said, if he had lost both his legs, he could 
do without making so much noise. However, on the 
18th, he was taken worse, and began to moan himself 
most bitterly : on the 21st he died, having been de- 
limus two whole days. Th6 mortality in our Ward 
was very great : of four men who had received body- 
wounds, three were already dead 5 and I remained only 
in a precarious state, for the ball could not be extracted. 
The medical men gave me no encouragement, nor 
held out any hopes ^f my recovery. AU was horror : 
five or six, out of fifteen, were already dead, and se- 
veral of the others were in great danger : the dead- 
Louse was never entirely clear of corpses from the 
different parts of the hospital. 

On the 20th of September an order came for all 
the men, that could be removed, to be embarked on 
board of transports, and sent to St. Andero with bb 
little delay as possible. The general doctor csaine 
round to select those whom he thought proper: he 
appointed me as one that was to be removed. I ob^ 
jected going to sea, urging that sea-sickness would 
distress me, and put me to much pain : the doctor 
would not listen to my reasoning, but gave orders for 
my removal to St. Andero. 

- About the 24th we were embarked on board a ship 
iZtted up for the reception of th$ wounded men. 
Every man having a bed to himself, I was placed in 
that part of the vessel where the motion is felt least, 
and had every att^tion paid me during the voyage. 
The captain of the vessel and the ship's creiv were 
very kind unto us. Our voyage was pleasant and 
k3 
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comfortable : we passed aloi^ the Bay (^Biscay, the 
swell of which was gisal^ imd the sMp rolled very 
mach ^ bat I was^ in a very sngolar maiiiier, free 
from sea-sidmess, which I so jDoch dreaded* 

' Abont the 2nd of October we landed- at 8t» Andero^ 
but i was so exceedingly ill and lanM&' that I wnttsed 
almost douUe. One of our men carried my kna|M 
sack; and I followed like a .poor distressed and aged > 
man^ bending beneath a load of years. Akfaonghthe 
hospital to whidi Wfe were going was not fsr distant 
I'foond it one of the hardest tadcs I had ever met 
with to get thither. At length I arrived at the con« 
Tent (C^dled St. Antonia, w^ich is a large and spacicnis * 
btiilding^ well calctdated for die reception (^ wooiided' 
men. -M «>on as we had' got into the hospital die 
men were sent ' into' diffbceot apartments^ <^ wards> 
and every one of us wa» provided with abed andbed^ 
ding. All our regiment dodkiag' was taken ficiiai 
os^ and pot into ihe store-room : each'man reoeii^ 
a-oofaffflste suit of hdspital dolhing, eonnlting^ of ^ 
long coat, a flaiinel waistcoat,' a pair of trowsds^ and 
a shirt; to #hicfa was added a.ffiuind cap. Our uni-' 
form was cpmplete, all being dressed in white. ' 

I Had hot been here more than three days, when i 
was again taken very Ul^ and* expected to die. :I 
oould not rest formrhole nights together: thedoct<ws 
freqaently gave me landanmn:^ and three doses hav« 
been given during one evening, with litftk or no e£fe;ct; 
Ify life virae a burdeb to me 5 often haitne I been c6n- 
strained ta wtep over my cahuniiotis situation^ I 
continued until Christmas before my complaint took 
a turn : one thing, however, transpired, that in some 
measure alleviated my afflictions; that is, on the 
20th of October I was invalided for Engfaind. The 
ihcnights of once more seeing my native country cau-< 
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sed mt to bear my pain and troubles with Tedigoattoii^ 
Afeent tlie 1 6th of Novomber^ one of the wounded 
soldiers was brought to. Uie surgery to undergo am* 
putaidon : the operatioii had idready begun, when I 
was seized, with the eramp in my wounded nde. I 
made &^t times more noise than the poor man who 
wast Ibcfiiig his limb ^ ft<id thete is no doubt but my 
pain^ while it lasted; was greats than hit. 

During the winter, die yellow fever got amongst 
tiiie soldiers in tile different hospitals : many men were 
carded o£F by this fatal disease. -Only a few however 
in our hospital were attacked. The momi^nt a.case 
of this sort was discovered, the person was remold 
wxtfaout delay to an hospital afipropriated to caies of 
yellow fcvfer mtene. . 

. One afternoon, a man of our regiment called me 
kf the . namd (of my county : in a few mintitet after 
a soldier, w&o laid opposite to me, came to enquire 
what .pa^t oflfincdhishire I ca^e from. I saidy from 
Itfonthl ' The man unswered with a sort of delight, 
'^ Why, I come from Tetney." By this incident we 
became acquainted. His name is Christopher Ijud- 
lam: he belong' to the 59th regiment, and. had re- 
ceived a wound on the 31 st of August, at the storm* 
ing of Si. Sebltttian» His wound was in a bad state 
through ill treatment y and the consequence was, he 
had to undergo amputation of the arm near the shouU 
der* I^udlam was a rehgious man, and he often la- 
mented to me hiis want of zeal and christian courage. 
He soon reeoverisd, was sent to Chelsea to pass the 
bpard of general officers, and obtained a pension of 
one shilling per day : he now resides at K/elstem^ near 
Lfouth. In consequence of a delay of my accounts 
from die regiment, I was detained :a concldenible 
period. I have mentioned before that I found a Dlblo 
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amongst the ruin and desolation of the battle of Vit- 
tons : often, whilst in this dreary place^ did I pemae 
the pages of that blessed book. Although I knew but 
little about religion, yet I felt a degree of comfort 
from this delightful Exercise. At one time I was led 
to adppt the language of Jacob, that, " if the Lo^d 
would indeed bring n^e back to my kindred and peo- 
ple, I would devote the residue of my life to his ser- 
Tice.** This resolution I frequently repeated,, with 
prayers and tears ; and £rom this time I began, to 
recover, although but. slowly. I walked a little 
every, day with the assistance of two crutches, 
but was oblig^ tatake very short steps, for if I step- 
ped too far, it brought the cramp in my wounded 
side. In about ten or twelve days my crutches weiie 
laid aside, and two sticks substituted in thear place. 
In the month of December I was sent to the . re- 
coTeryrward, but remained very weak. In ^s ward 
was a man belonging to the 59th regiment, called 
l^arral, who had the misfortune to lose both his eyes 
at the storming of St. ^bastian : this poor fellow 
«ouldwalk about the hospital without a guide ; and 
in order to try him, we often laid things in his way ; 
but he was never known to stumble, or walk over 
them; and although he was doomed to perpetual 
darkness, he was very cheeifiil, and apparently, com- 
fortable and happy in his sad condition. 

In January 18 14, I left St. Antoniia hospit^, and 
joined the dep6t, which was then in some wooden 
houses about half a mile to the west of the hospitaL 
These houses had been made and put together in Eng- 
land : ^ach part was numbered, so that ^e had only 
to put them together, and set them up. They were 
very imperfect : the wind on some occasions unroofed 
a part, and left us exposed to the rain : in fine wea^ 
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tlier they were delightful shades from the night air. 
I had been only seven or eight days in one of them^ 
when the dep6t was removed into a convent near the 
market-place. • This convent overlooked the sea^ and 
commanded the harbour, the Spaniards having four, 
'j^eces of cannon planted in the yard for that purpose. 

We had two parades^ and three guards to supply, 
'every day : one guard over the wooden houses, one in 
the dep6t, and one in a distant part of the town. Dl- 
vliie service was performed regularly every Sunday by 
a clergyman of the establishment, who preached some 
excellent sermons. 

St. Andero is a good-looking town, situated oh an 
arm of the sea : it has a large bay, that will accom- 
modate a great number of light vessels ; and a good 
ikiarket tolerably well supplied vrith provisions. , There 
are several convents and churches, and a number of 
cttf ious fountains of water, I do not know the popu- 
latioii, but I suppose there are six or seven thousand 
inhabitants. The greatest markets are on Sundays 
^nd saint days : on the latter days, cannons are fired, 
and great military rejoicings take place in honour of 
t^eir saints, just in the same way as we fire and re- 
jfoice oii the birth-day of our king. ' 

The people in this part of Spain are very bigoted, 
and fond of priestly show. I saw, during my &tay 
here, several funerals, at one of which were carried 
about a dozen ponderous wax candles, eiach of them 
was as thick as a man*s arm, and all lighted. One 
morning I witnessed an affecting scene with a regi- 
ment of Spaniards, who were going to assist in the 
taking of St. Antonia, a strong fortification at no very 
great distance from this place. The wives and friends 
of the Spanish soldiers took leave of them in an affec-. 
lionatc manner, praying earnestly for their preserva- 
v5 
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tion and success* This put me in mind of Xhe etn- 
bite^kation of our regiment for Walcheren in 1805/ 
when we left aU the women behind^ one excepted 

In consequence of a delay in the arrival of rtiy ac- 
eonnts^ as I have intimated before^ I had to rettiafn 
much longer at St. Andero tlian t otherwise 'should 
have done* Being invalided on the 20th of Ootdber 
}813^ I was In constant expectation of leaving this 
place for England. There were about one huiidred 
Usen, whose accounts coAld not be settled ; so that 
we waited one week after another^ most of us being 
in want of necessaries and money. At this period 
I had ten pounds due from the regiinent; At length 
an order arrived from Lord Wellington^ that aU th& 
Invalids were to be embarked and sent to England' 
without delay : a transport ivas fitt^ up in the best 
possible manner^ and on Wednesday the dOth of 
March 1814, we were put on board. The vessel wasr 
very mucb crowded, having On board about 'two 
hundred men, several of whom were ^o exceedingly 
lit of their wounds, that it was with difficulty tbcy 
were embarked. 

Oh Saturday the 2nd of April the anchor was 
weighed, and we left Spain, the country in which we 
had endured so much and so long. On leaving it^ 
there were no tears shed, unless they were tears of 
joy* For my own part, I Was filled with gratitude, 
that Divine Providence had so far acceded to my 
wishes, and had thus preserved me- from death in its 
most terrific forms. I could not help rejoicing that 
I was once more on my way to the best of nations. 
When I thought of landing in England, my heart 
fluttered with a sort 6f joy, whicl^ cannot be describ-> 
ed. With what great pleasure did I walk the decks 
of the vessel, my mind being occupied with the 
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thoughts of home, and aU its deligbtsw We sailed 
sweetly along the Bay of Biscay : the weather .was 
serene^ the sky ckar 3 in shorty every thing seemed 
to favour our voyage to th^ delightful atmosphere 
of religion and liberty ! There were several vessels 
ill. our fleet under convoy. A. woman was on board 
<»Q;r ship^ who^ husband was in one of the other ves- 
aels, which lay-to in order to take her on board: 
l^e woman descended into the boat^ and was rowed 
over the mighty swells of the Bay of Biscay to her 
husband's vessel. I don't know indeed that there was 
any particular danger in this^ but it was terrifying to 
see a little boat tossed on the mighty surges of this 
bay* On the 6th one of our poor comrades died^ and 
was buried in the sea. On the 7th we got sight of 
the I^aud's End^ and on the afternoon of Vndtty the 
Sih of April we dropped anchor in the harbour of Ply^^ 
mquthr^Dock. The anchor had no sooner gone^ than 
w^;^ve three times three cheers^ and alnK)st rended 
the air with our shouts of joy. Next morning we 
di^embfir^dy and marched into Kacket-Court Bar-*, 
racks^ after an absence from England of ahnost three 
years. 



CHAP. XVIIL 

,On Sunday morning we paraded for divine service 
in the large bfurrack square of this. place. A militia- 
man joined me and a comrade who was with me^ and 
began to taOL to us for our good. '* I suppose^" said 
he, '* you have just come from Spain, and are both 
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AlwuiidedV* ''Yes," WAS tile answer. "Oh," said 
Be, ^ bow good lias the Almighty been to you. In al- 
lowing you to return to yotor natiye land ! Hioiisand^ 
of your <Jonlrades have fiallen, and are in eternity* • "God 
ttas spared yoii, in Order that you may tepent and be- 
lieve the gospel, and be toved.** I i^lly was a^ant^ 
ed, and hung doWg my head, for theA were se^re^l 
people statiding by at the tim6; bcrt ndtWithstabding 
all this, I felt tihe force of the good man's reasoni%, 
and i^^pected hiiti for his kind instruction and adviee. 
We withdrew to our quarters, and, as it Is customary 
in barracks to go early to bed, I retired to rest about 
half-past eight o'clock, feeling grateful to cKtine Pro- 
vidence that I had been preserved in so many dangcars. 
On Monday morning I vmyte to acquaint my iHettds 
tliat I had arrived in Engknd; and was d^tttte of 
money and clothing, and that I Was in a very dis- 
tress^ state. Oh the Idth we passed a board ctf" sur- 
geons, who would have invalided me for Ohelsda> ;lmt 
having nearly completed my term of servioe, 1 re- 
quested to be sent to my regimenttd depdt, whidt was 
granted. On the i4tfa, all the men thai wet« oi4ered 
for their respective regimental depdts were sent to 
8t, Nicholas, or Drake's Isle, in Plymouth Sound ^ 
on this islafid twenty-eight pieces of cannon were 
mounted. The only persons here Were the store-^ 
keeper, a free man of Great Grimsby, and an old WO" 
man who l^ept the canteen or public-house, and sold 
bread and groceries to the soldiers in the barracks. 
The whole extent of the island, is not more than two 
or three acres. JM;. Nicholas island commands the 
Sound and entrances to Plymouth and Plymouth- 
Dock harbours. To the west stands the elegant nia^*- 
sion of the Earl of Mount-Edgcumbe. His lordship 
has a battery of several pieces of cannon in front (^ 
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his seat^ which is delightfully situated. We were 
i4>o«t two miles from Dock^ and nearly one and a 
half from SicAkehouse, from whence we received oar 
^pnmsioQs three times a week. Our detachment was 
^iichr the command of Captain Maxwell, of the Roy- 
^ Motidg^an militia^ which was then stationed at 
fBock. 

On the 2Sth, an answer to my letter arrived^ con- 

taimng a one^ponnd note, whidi was indeed accept- 

idMe* The pnunptitude with which my letter was 

aiiswered, proved that, notwitl»tanding my long ah- 

seiice from 'h<«ie, my friends had not forgotten to 

'^ncafMtthae with me in my forlorn condition. While 

. we were here, peace was proclaimed, and in honour 

' :i»f it^ the dock-yard peojde had one of the grandest 

*. ,p»ooea|ions ever known at Plymouth-Dock : the town 

» Hra« illuminated in every part, and transparencies were 

i#xl|ibHed in the vFindows* I obtained liberty of the 

1 caj^taiB to go and view the illumination. 

In a few.days several French ships of war arrived, 
kmied with jnisoners, and took sevei^ hundreds of 
> .tiwir own men back with them to France. It was 
^ tn4y deUghtful to see a mutual exchange of men. 
> WItib what light hearts did the poor French prison- 
ers embark on board the vessels of their own country ! 
' Spme of them had been in England ten or twelve 
^ years. I saw hundreds of them embarked at different 
periods. One circumstance, when they were embark- 
ing, took my attention very much, and that was the 
distribution of Testaments and religious books by the 
agents of the British and Foreign Bible Society. On 
one occasion I witnessed the embarkation of about 
four hundred : previosns thereto, three or four porters 
amved, loaded with boxes, which they laid on the 
beach: presently two gentlemen came and opened 
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them: they were fiiU of Bibles, TesiameaU, and other. 
religkxM books, in the Fieodi .lan^^uage. The {iri- 
sonen arrived, and the gentlemen then commenced . 
their bboor of christian charity and love, by. disUi-*. 
baUng to every inan, as he stepped into tfa^boaltj a: 
Bible, Testameiit, or reUgioiis traiitt Some of the. . 
Frenchmen received them with a cold indiffe^exiceA. • 
while otfaeo testifi^ their |ipproba|ion by thaokfoUfi . 
receiving the books, and pronouno9g many blessiqgs ;, 
on the giver, and on U^ British nation far tb^. 
generosity, , \^^ 

I nmst not omit to relate an affisir which OQcmiedi^^i 
ononr island. Certain officers^ who were acqnajntedt^, 
with theosptain, had begmi to smnggk, and to carxx^v 
on a coosiilerahle traffic in contraband goods, Thqp^^i 
bad contrived to get a laigss quantity of brandy* hpl- .^ 
lands^ and wine, from, a French ship of WBffjWW^n ^ 
lay in the Sound, and had. lodged them an^ong t^ . 
military stor^. of this place. .The nc^t morniiig 1 
mounted gnard. We had learnt their proceediiigs, 
and formed a plan to make the colonel whp was 
the leading ma^ give us a good Iceat, or not let ,him 
remove the liquors from the storest .Night coming 
on, the colonel arrived whb his pleasnre*boat, on a 
prdtended visit. to the captain : about ten the cplonel 
opened Uie stores, and began to vemove the brandy, 
little thinking that we had been let into the seer^ 
The cpqpoKfd had givte strict ordersto the senUnel 
hoiv to. act* . When .the colonel came to the strong 
garrison doors, which, were double, he cwdered the 
sentinel to open them* '^No^*' said he, f'that is 
against my orders.'* The cohmel then b^^n to open 
them bimsdf> and to force past, and would have ac- 
complished his purpose, had it not been for myself 
and another of the guard, who interfei^d, saying. 
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" No, no, sir j you must not force the sentry.'* " Do 
yoti know who I am ?" said the coloneL '* Yes, 
very wdl- but you will not frighten usj and one 
might have thought that you, a colonel of a regini«[it, 
should have known better than to have attempted to 
force a sentinel : the commanding officer of this pkoe 
dare not act in this way.** The colonel then became 
calm, and promised to give us a guinea, if we would 
allow him to pass the guard. We consented: the 
rs were removed to the beach, and some of 
ut into the boat ^ When, suddenly the custom- 
boat ran on the beach ! The <^ker jumped 
id seized the colonel'S boat and liquors : the 
immediately shut the doors, and challenged 
I stood upon the ramparts, threatening to fire 
bem if they did not move off 5 but I had only 
in my hand. In the mean time the officers in 
terms demanded an entrance in the name of his 
jr. During this period the men were running 
rent parts of tb^ island to hide the liquors iar 
tnemselves : two or three cases of liquors were thrown 
down the steep precipices of the rocks, and dashed to 
pieces. At length the doors were opened, the officers 
entered, and searched the place, but found nothing 
more; They then returned to the beach, and took pos« 
session of the coloneFs boat. The colonel then, finding 
resistance useless, accompanied the officers, who palled 
off from the shore with the colonel and his valuaUe caf^ 
go. After they were gone, we divided the spoil tlMit was 
left ) but in the hurry and conftision, several oF the bot-^ 
Ues were broken. I got for my share three bottles of 
brdcndy. The colonel lost his liquor and his boat^ 
worth fifty pounds, beside being fined three hundred ; 
so that in {dl it cost him nearly five hundred pounds 
for his foolishness. 
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Id the latter end of June the detachment left St. 
Nicholas idand, and marched to Maker Heights in 
GomwalL Our barracks were only half a mile from 
Kingsand^ in the bay of which is good anchorage for 
the largest ships in our mvy. At the time of our ar-' 
rivals there were six first-rate ships of war lying at 
anchor. Near this place is one of the most extensive 
breweries in the kingdom : '^he navy is supplied from 
it. I. visited several curiosities near this place : one 
was; a telegraph on the top of a church. 

On the 7th of July we received a route to join our 
respective depots. There were about two hundred (^ 
us, belonging to diffisrent regiments^ placed under the 
command of a lieutenant, who had directions to leave 
the men at their respective dep6ts as they arrived at 
them. On the morning of the 8th we repaired io 
the ferry, and were taken over to Plymouth-Dock, and^ 
from thence to Stonehouse, and there walled in ironir 
of the pay^master's house for the settlement of our 
accounts ; afiter whith we mafehed off to Ivy BHdge. 
9 th. Arrived at Asbburton. 1 (Hh. Being Sunday, wie 
halted. Asbburton at this time was crowded witii 
American officers, who were prisoners of war. 1 1th. 
We moved off for Chudleigh, distant ten miles, where 
I was quartered at the head inn; but the landlord 
lodged us with a widow, at whose house a most aw- 
ful tragedy had taken place. In the latter end of 
May, aiMl about six weeks from this period, a young 
woman, who had lodged in this house, and worked 
in one of the factories, had murdered her new-born 
child. She was a stranger in Chudleigh, and had 
concealed the child in a dunghill ; but the following 
night there was a great storm of thunder and rdn, so 
that the water had washed away the manure, and left 
the child exposed to view. Suspicion immediately 
fell on this young woman, who was examined by the 
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smrgeons of the plaee^ and it was clearly proved that 
she was the mother. A coroner^s jnry brought in a 
Terdict of wilfiil murder against the unibrtanate girl^ 
who^ after recovering^ was committed to Exeter gaol; 
but what became of her I never heard. The reason 
I mention this incident is, that I and my comrade had 
to sleep in the room where this tragedy took place. 

12th. We arrived at Exeter, and afb^ partdong of 
reffesbment at our quarters, I visited the cathedral, 
which is very handsome. The great bell is a airios^ 
ity : it is much larger than ''Great Tom'* at Linooln, 
but not so thick. I noted down in my pocket-book 
an inscription in the tower, which is as follows:' 
^^This beU weighs ]250(»b6., and is dOOlbs. heavkr 
than the boasted 'Great Tom* at lincohi.'* 13tfa. 
We marched to Honiton, and on the 14th reached 
Aiqpinster, where there was great rejoicing on ac« 
isqun^ of the peace. .On a green near thetown a 
number of booths were erected, where ak and liqiiors 
weresdd* In the afternoon the volnnteersassendded, 
and haiiug an effigy of Buonaparte placed in a cart, 
they fired, and some of than thrust their bayonets 
through the effigy. After this the officers dined, with 
several gentlemen in one of the large booths, in hon- 
our of the event. This was.the best manner of fightn 
ing, for the victory was obtained without loss of 
Uood, or the disastrous fatigues of actual service. 

15th. We arrived at Bric^rt, and, after a fatigu* 
ing march, on the 27th reached Lewes,. in Sussex, liie. 
place where we were stationed when we recdved our 
iy>ute for Spain and Portugal, it being three years and 
nearly, two months since that period. When I pius** 
ed the barracks, I thou^t of the comfortable and 
happy moments I had spent in them while in the ser- 
?ice of Major Thompson 3 and I could not help re- 
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fleeting on the matiy vicisfiitiul^.I had pa^s^d tkroagh. 
since 1811^ at wluc^ time tiie.^th regiment was 
DiQdvly Qine ,httiidfed s^^g^-Q^w dwindled iizto ^ 
meie ^eletoiu 

SStb. We jteadjt^ Sft8tbaam> and on the 29]j|b 
iksMokd,mhti(erV^ fonud iouri^^ntal d^t undeir 
the eotamaad (tf Ci^ktain Beed>.wbo had eommaiided 
the ocnupaajr to vhkh I belonged dutiog.^ S{»aiush 
canipt4g9B..v.:Hi^.jy49 pleaded to see me 8g»iii, fov I 
had beea his «erv«iit twice duiiag our reaidenoe m the 
Feiniirii}a»; H$c& .we leceiyed <wr new cIollwg> 
#Ueb hlid l^eMk d«Qeye>r iinee Dec^b^ 1312^ aod 
wlwtelrer i)eQCis8ii^e^..t^at .were !aeeded to make iis 
oiBifiNrtahle.. , I mm npt required to. do : atiy daty 
whafever, torialg onlyrtto: parade in the rear o£ the 
depAt to iloi&Wer . ta my name .twice a . day« Ad this 
peiiodxJthedep0tcoaBiBted.xif oeady one hni^dxiednien. 
in Jtte'bcgllinBig: o£ Septomber^ Sergeant Cucrie, my-« 
8cdf^:^dianofiiery. ob^i]l0d. fiudk^ idiSt oor xe^ 
blidii& 'WeiefibiAidifosd at inaie.b*jcloick at oSght^ and 
readud Micdstj9pe.eadiy the^niext; iiu^^ 
rested seireBalihcaEB^: and then started for Gra¥es^^, 
#hcr6 we anivediisi.the eireaUig^ JJiut had only just 
time to ^refresh .qmrsehres. before the packets wes& 
ready to sail £m Lo&don. We sailed idl nighty . and 
at dayv*lig^t were, highly gratified by the scenery on 
the banks d the lliames. When we came, n^ar .^ 
London^ I was ustcmisbed at the munber of veseekon 
the river. I- had never sailed vep ihe Thames before, 
^erefore I was strack with the giandeur and mcfgni- 
ficenee ^at appeared on every side. 

About sue o'clock we landed near theTower^ re- 
paired to the Borough^ atld afqpiied at tiie chief ooA- 
stable*8 for billets* I was quartered near the Bell^ 
Holbom Hill. After refreshing ourselves^ we went 
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to our reginnental agents. Greenwood, Cox, & Co., 
Cxvdg's Court, Charing Cross, and there reoeifed onr 
dbtMng money for 1813, and priie money for the 
Island of Waldieren. I was now richer than I had 
bifiien for years ; and my time was occupied for nearly 
three i^^* ^ visifingndiiferent parts of Use metnqpolis. 
On the 8th I took my dqiarture in the Bosfeon 
coach, alid tlieneit day airived at Boston, afker « tery 
pleatentjoamey. On the 10th I took niy passage in 
one of the Lincoln packets for 1>ogd^^ and &at 
eT€£ning entered with a light bean t^ village of Con-* 
ii^hy. Mr. Cathbert and family received me Witib 
a hearty wdcome, and testified their kindness 1^ 
mttklng me as comfortable as possible. I spent a £em 
happy days Willi diein^ and 1h^ ^^rcpaiTed %4 Iiootlu 
Sni^y, none could be mote hafqiy than myself. 1 
bad been from hoinie almost fim years, and nearijr 
itatt:^ them in Spain and.Portag^, snffisriag pma'^ 
tiotts unknown- at borne : sometim«i adyancuig m 
pitanmit of tiieenemy,^atbtfaerB my c^mstitution neavly 
destroyed by fsrtis i destitute of most: of Hbe eomfcirtt 
ailSfy^ £reqnen% foanshing for the waiktof previ-- 
8ion9, and often compeOed to lie out of doors wi^- 
oat either tent or coTering : this was particttlariy the 
case in the campaign of 1812. But now I was newr 
<be ^ace where sorrows of tiiis sort seldom cdmcy 
and where the d^moa of war is only heard at a dis- 
tance. As soon as I got into the town, I repaired to my 
grandmother, widow Cuthbert'^s, and found the gobd 
old woman still active and healthy for her years, being 
eighty-five. Refreshment was bjfought, and I partook, 
of A meal under the roof of her whoiii I never expect- 
ed to see again. Amongst my numerous relations 
and friends, none were more solicitous, for my welfare 
than my old master and mistress Foggitt : these kind 
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fnendt were always glad to see me. ' The time of my 
leave of absence was spent amongst my friends in r 
very pleasant and deligbtful manner: I related to 
them the many things that had been witnessed and 
endured by me, and I really found it far more com- 
fortable to relate these facts without being subject to 
the continual fatigues and dangers of war. 

After remaining at Louth as long as iny furlough 
would admit, I repaired to Coningsby, where I re- 
mained about three days. I then went to Boston, 
and took the coach for London, and arrived thither 
on Supday the 9th of October : there I learned that 
the regimental dep6t had marched for Ireland. Cap- 
tain M'Kay being at an inn at Charing Cross, I re- 
paired thither, to enquire of him : he informed me 
that they were at Chichester, waiting for a transport 
to take them to Ireland, and that it would be a w^k 
or more before they sailed. He also told me that my 
old master. Major Thompson, was in London* On 
Monday morning, after a walk of four miles, I arrived 
at his lodgings : as soon as he saw me, he took me 
by the hand, saying, he was glad to see me again. 
After talking with me on different subjects, he gave 
me a pressing invitation to call at his house at Oken« 
ham, Berkshire, when I returned from Ireland. At 
parting he gave me a very handsome present in 
cash, again requesting me to call upon him when I 
returned* 

On Wednesday the 12th I left London, and on the 
following evening joined the dep6t at Chichester. 
On the 18th we mailed to Hilsea barracks, and were 
diere quartered for the evening. On the following 
morning we marched to Portsmouth, and embarked 
on board a transport, together with our heavy baggage. 
On the 21st, several men and women of different 
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r^pjoents were put on boards making oar number 
woount to about two hundred soldiers^ thirty wo- 
men^ and as many children ^ so that we were uncom- 
monly crowded. 



CHAP. XIX. 

About the 29th the anchor was weighed, and we 
set sail for Ireland ^ and after a pleasant voyage of 
three days reached the Cove of Cork^ where we dis- 
embarked about seventy men and women, whose re- 
giments were in this part of Ireland. Our vessel lay 
at Cove about seven dap, and we received large sup- 
plies of vegetables to our salt provisions, which made 
our situation more comfortable. On the afternoon 
of tbe 10th, the anchor was again weighed, and we 
sailed for Carlingford, in the north of Ireland. Our 
voyage was pleasant until midnight^ when it began 
to blow very fresh, and there was a considerable swell 
on the ocean -, but towards morning there was a com- 
plete storm, the sea ran mountains high, the rain fell 
in torrents, and every thing had a most terrific ap- 
pearance : ihe storm continued during the whole day, 
and the sea was awfully agitated. Several heavy seas 
brdLe in upon our forecastle, the yard-arms of the 
vessel frequently touched the water, and nothing 
CQuld exceed the dismal appearance of the elements. 
Above, the clouds were flying in constant succession, 
carried by furious winds ; below, was the awfully- 
agitated main rolling in mighty billows along. At 
one time our ship seemed elevated to the skies, at au- 
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other cDgalphed in the vast ahyss. This was out'4- 
tuation dttiing forty-eight long and tedious boois^ 
expecting every moment that the ship would be lo&t, 
especially as we were in one of the most dange^us 
channels in this part of the world. After having pass- 
ed through the fatigues and dangers of the Peninsu- 
lar war^ and on many occasions only just escaping 
with life — Shaving been in eighteen or nineteen en- 
gagements, in which I was preserved in a very mira- 
culous way I yet, after aU> it seemed as though I was 
to be lost on my passage to Ireland ; indeed few of us 
ever expected to «ee land. A circumstance occurred 
on the second night of this storm that made, some of 
us almost despair of being rescift^ from our perilp^s 
situation. In the morning, a little boy, bdonging to 
a woman of our regiment, told a person that iMs 
mother had got a baby d^nng the nighjC: it was 
thought a strange thing, as f^o one on boaid kmw 
that sb^ was with child $ beside ^e had 90t seen her 
husband for three years and seven months. Som^ of 
the women that were with us went to examipe tbie 
truth of the boy*s statement, and indeed it>pi^ved too 
true; for she had been delivered duripg the nigbt^ 
and had contrived to $ti£e the.obild. Her ij^teodons, 
no doubt, were to throw the. child into the sea^ in off- 
derthat it might never be known to her husband, 
especially as we were expecting to join the j^im^at 
B,t Belfjast in a few days. When it got to be gener- 
ally kjipwn amongst the soldiers and ^the^ people on 
board> there was such a burst of indignation inmk 
every part of the vessel, th^ some were tetually pre- 
paring to throw her into the sea, saying, thai: it was 
she who h«d caused the stonn. Others exclaimed, 
^' It was a wonder that the Almighty did not send us 
to the bottom of the sea." I believe the captain him* 
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ielf did not know what to do with the poor wretched 
woman : in a few' days^ howe?er^ she died, and was 
bulled in the deep. 

' Th<b wMd was still agaiiistns, beii^ fuU west ^ the 
captain thought it f>rudeDt:to steer for Gardigeto Bay, 
South W^es, andaboat £0tr e'dock in the afifcernoon 
of ih^ 12th we let go oat andioi^ under cover of the 
land, and fodnd outselves once more in safety, and in 
a great measure freed from the feorfid apprdi^nsions 
of ineeftin^ a wat»y grave in these «eas. 

The wind conttmnngin ^le #eft> #e sent our boats 
on shore eVery day- for i^^getables, b«t could nbt get 
iialf a supply. On the 22nd,.the weather bdngmore 
fitvoorable, the captain thought he could get odt of 
the bay: for this purjlose' he weighed anchor, and 
set sail} but before lofag wegotaincmgstthe break- 
ers, and were forced to put about ship, and make for 
our old anchoiBge; During our short sail nearly ail 
hands were sick, except myself y and i^ being beef and 
plum-pudding day, I Expected having a good share : 
but the anchor had no isooner gone, anrl being in 
smooth water again, than their sickness lefifc them, atnd 
every man was ready to eat his share. 

On the morning of tbe fiSid, the wind being fair^ 
we got on our way, and on llinrsday evening the 24th 
of November entered Dublin Bay, and kt go our an- 
chor near the Pigeon-House. During ihie night a 
storm came on, and a vessel was lost not more than 
four hundred, yards from where we lay. The crew 
were saved, but the ship was dashed in pieces, and 
faer cargo lost : in the momiag pieces of the wreck 
were to be seen all along the sands. 

On Saturday the 26th we landed at Dublin^ afier 
having been on board thirty-nine days, and part of 
the time on short allowance. We marched through 
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the city of Dublin, and tods, up our ^fsarlers at a i 
town called Swords. Next day being rSanday, wc 
halted. I observed that afiter the Rmnah GaUiolics 
had been to mass^'a uuinber of them cotteded aft a 
public^house near my'lodging, and weikv dancing>m^ 
til after midnight. I understood it was a comsncm 
practice amongst them* Nothing can exceed -the 
miserable appearance of many of the puUic lunnes ifi 
Ireland, some of which cannot accoinmodate' with a 
single bed : if you want one^ you must apply nthBig- 
ing-houses, of which there are a great namber. 

2ath. We marched to a place called the Man of 
War i 20th, to Bilbrigan ^ 30th, to Drogheda f. and 
on the 1st of December, to Dunddyk. This evmi^I 
went to buy provisions, and found the people of tUs 
place great extortioners. 2nd. We reached Newyy. 
I was distressed for the want o£ shoes, and in ihe 
evening repaired to the sss^eant's lod^ngs for a.paibr 
of new ones. As I entered the door, two Irisk^jpo*- 
sants met me, and declared that I had knocliQd<onsjtf 
them down: the crowd cdkcted dxmt us, wmI had 
not some of my comrades come up at die iamei I Hber 
lieve the consequenoes ^ould have been very senons 
to me, for these villains werebent upon misdiieE. / 

On the 3rd we arrived at Hilsboron^ ^ next day be-^ 
ing Sunday, we halted. I was quartned at ^ l^se 
of a poor peasant^ who was compdled to hbour £^ 
seven shilMi^ a week ^ year round : he was ojpfth 
rentfy content and hi^y. On Monday the 5th we 
reached Lisbume, and on the Wi joined oiir regiment 
at Belfiast, Haying been absent from the regiment 
ever since the 3l8t of August 1813; I waa exjceecym^ 
ly glad to see my old companions in acm^ again ; bitt 
Jam^ Mann, my old comrade aiid feitbiiil £ric9id, who 
had so often been with me in distress and trottblein 
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fuealiadooopktetyicoorerQdlrom dibirlilefM;igtMs 
mkS^Bmc^ Spaim Mid Portugal^ indetd Ifae^i^pcuv 
aM»«f Ae n^flMOt w«ft dtwA better tiban coold be 
expeeted; «ad«fter the 4ep6tjbhiedlilMtt,(&e]r wine 
immt)^ ftve hmdftd^lfieii^. 

Ob Ae 8ik I tiwmd mj dischaigc : ihe n^ntmit, 
h&wmmt, dkvBmM ne &am i^ ^aiytiig, that If I re- 
miiBfd usttt 4he btfireariir in^oticoEi, I siioold be 
vaMnSMeNted to the boaid. I taked the adtke of 
Clak)Bel £faAf kkia» ^o ««!» Ibsre was ab need for 
na 4» NiOMtti anqr longv ^th tbe leglmeiie. He im- 
nieiJKatrif itadenad tfie ad|i«alit to aoake dot mj dis- 
dM»va» e«yi«g» te •annki aign it, and aend me to 
Oabiis iDfMS tittJMMid «m -the Mlkdnsfam. The 
iicdoiiel aaid te iKmembered ny oMidhict «& 'die 31«t 
«(f AofaH 1813^ and would Ik ak good as his promise^ 
fqr reconuDeiidiBg ma to tiba bda«d of g^eneral officers 
at.^ ta/tl tofinfl, KawaJiihiOTL On thjp lOlhmy 
fBaAai^e w«i lifoed bf the aogimetttal «i|rg«dli^ who 
daMtibed my waBDd^ 4he ball sti& lodgingia my body : 
it^vasi^Mtt tahcB to Ibe eoionel, who wnyte «iy dia- 
mtefea^ ilbaii added bis sigtmSofe, wbieh liberated me 
from aan&»g ia Abe €dA Jhahua Light In^n^ry. 
When I got h<dd of this docnment^ I indeed :Mt what 
Ibadrfia^ar.4eioa>bc£nns: Ifoimdifaatlwasairoefliaii^ 
aadnigjb^ go whan aaulwbeiftlfieaaedBMmot^ott- 
tflfll. After Jeoaiviiigm9r«»tBa»«f pay, and subsist^ 
and taking leav^ of my aomaados, I cepairad into the 
toam> and took a jwiaaita feeing. 

00 the \mmE9imaml left Bdfast, ^md ahe 
68A lagimaii^ mi arriving M fiUsborough, took i^ 
mir loigipgs «t mf oU qeai«em. My host was a 
catholic^ bat «co^Aad wilh thaohftdaass a pretestant 
spelliag-bookforhisgrand-cMUaeii. ISA. I left the 
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peaceable abode of ibis old man^ and arrived at New^ 
ry, a smarUlooking town. 14tb. I arrived at Dun-* 
dalk^ and the next morning took tbe coach for Dublin^ 
and after a pleasant ride of afoont sixty English miles/ 
reached it at seven o'clock in the evening. 

On the 1 6th I reported myself to Messrs. Armit and 
Borough^ our regimental agents/ who took my dis- 
charge from me in order that my name might be en- 
tered on the list of those that were to pass the board 
on the 28th. I was quartered on a publican wbo 
would not take me in^ but he gave me a shitting to pay 
for my lo<]^ngs^ so that I had to wander from one 
pai*t of Dublin to another before I could obtain lodg- 
ings that suited me. Being a very stormy day^ several 
houses were unroofed^ chimneys blown down^ lahd in 
one instance a house was levelled with the ground : 
tiles^ slates^ and bricks flew about in all directions^ 
and I narrowly escaped being killed. 

At this period there were several soldiers in Dublin 
waiting to pass the board : we attended every other 
day to renew our billets. I frequently, walked three 
or four miles to my new quarters ; but it was a geti- . 
eral rule to give money to the soldier rather than be 
troubled with him, and I generally obtained as mUcb 
as paid for my lodgings. 

On the 20th of December a party of our regiment, 
commanded by Sergeant Harmon, anived from Bel- 
fast, in order to pass the board: to this party H. 
Kenneville, of our company, . belonged. Being a- 
countryman of mine, and destitute of money, I took 
him to my lodgings, promising he should not want 
for any thing until he passed the board. I visited 
several of the curiosities of this noble city : I also at- 
tended sevei-al places of public worship, both church- 
es and dissenting chapels. 
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Oa the 28thj we were at the royal hospital^ Kil- 
mainham^ by half^past nine o'clock ; but the number 
to pass the board being so great^ it was impossible to 
go through them all $ so that the men belonging to 
bigh*numbered regiments were ordered to stop until 
the next boards which we expected would be on the 
28th of January. Being amongst this number^ I re- 
turned to my lodgings disappointed^ and still left in 
suspense ; but to our great joy we received orders to 
attend again on Saturday the 31st instant^ on which 
day^ about ten o'clock, the head surgeon began his ex- 
aminations in the great halL He closely inspected 
every case, and entered his opinion upon a list pro- 
vided for that purpose. When he had finished, he 
retired into the room where the board were assem- 
bling. After the commander in chief had taken his 
place, as the president, we fell into ranks, just as our 
names stood in the surgeon's list. The men now be- 
gan to pass the board, and as they came out, each man 
was questioned as to what pension he had got. At 
length it came to my turn: the secretary read my 
name, the state of my wound, and character, aloud. 
One of the gentlemen said, " Nine-pence," another 
" One shilling j" but the majority were for nini^- pence. 
I made a low bow and left the room. Kenneville, 
having no wound, nor much servitude, got only six- 
pence per day. We had oi*ders to attend on Monday 
niorning for our instructions, and half yeair's pension. 
We now returned to our lodgings, as delighted as 
though we had gained a comfortable independency, or 
had fallen heirs to some great estates. 

The next day, being Sunday January the 1st 1815, 
I attended divine service three times : if ever I felt 
grateful to the Divine Being for his care and goodness 
towaiids me, it was on this occasion. Monday the 



y Google 



220 

^4 «e lifdx^ %o Om losfitti at KiknahihMn, end 
reecmd onr uistfiiclMaii^ sod pcnrioB up to ttife 2&& 
of Jwe. W% tliea wiaft to our kdgiaga, padwd vp 
o«r knipaictfiy aid itiutei ior tkftLtiwipool padul^ 
wittck wma to aail at Ai«e o'doeftu Bbvini^ to p|M 
tht Bank dClMlaiid, weciMOigcd oor Inh for bank of 
Sa^UadBoaKi. AtkngthwaatriYedafctbokadiagw 
plai% and iraee takea ia a boa* to die pacbei^ bat 
aach bad been eur harry t that wa neg^bcted to take a 
pro^ataatodi for the voyage: wesoffaredmiichbjr 
our ikeg^aet. Abemfcfottr o'dodi vre mia iB Wfl fd em 
iKyyagia to Eiiglaiid^ and I neier sailed befoie andev 
8odi pleasant and ddi^tfiol carcmattaoees^ being on 
ni|r way home witk a benefit of tUrtKen poimds ikir** 
teenskillingsattdnine^peBeaayear. Our 'voyage was 
pleasant for some tune^ and I lenudned on deck all 
nightu Tbe cabin being kol and emirded, I thoQi^Jl 
betto^teiemani above, than to^beeKpoaed to altenHUe 
heat and <nld. On Tnesdiq^ aiotaing the wind was 
coniniiy^ being almeat a bead^ so that we gave ^ aU 
hopes of seckig Livcipooft that daj. llie n^ei^her 
was not slotvy, bat we made Qtde or no wayi run- 
ning fint on one tack^ then en the otiicr^ nntil Wed* 
ncadsy asoming, wbeo^ wind was nam fawnfleUe, 
and tcMvaids evening we got i%bl of land* About 
seven o*olock at night we landed at Liverpool after 
being on board flftywtwo hours with little or nothing 
to eat or drink, and being exposed to the open air the 
whole of the time> altboagh it was a severe AwMt, and 
a great quantity of snow had fallen. WbenI stepped 
on the shore, it was vrith <ttfficolty I walked to my 
lodgings, being so benombed vHth oold, that I eonld 
scarcely get one foot before the other. After partak<- 
ing of a hot supper, I anticipated a good night's rest, 
but I shook with cold during the whole of the night. 
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and could sleep but b'ttle. Next morning 1 proposed 
. to my comrades that we should walk to Warrington^ 
t» a day's walk would warm us. We left ^Liverpool, 
tfilvelled cheerfully along the road, and were very so- 
cial : no set of men could be more happy than wfe 
were. About two o'clock we reached Warrington, 
and took lodgings in the bouse of a shoemaker, who 
was careful to let us know that he was a jacobin, by 
rolling in a most acrimonious manner against the 
kiag and government. This did not please either me 
or my comrades r we entered hito argument with him, 
and told him at last in very plain terms, what he rich- 
ty deserved. The poor son of Crispin was obliged to 
gt^ up t)ie point, or at least to be silent. 

. Friday the 6th we staited for Manchester, walked 
a^out ten railed, then took -the coach, and tode the 
test of the way. We took up our quarters at the inn 
f»)m which the Sbeflidd coach starts. Saturday 
morning early we left by coach for Sheffield, where 
we arrived about one o'clock. After refreshing our- 
selves, we started for Rotherfaam, reached it by six 
in the evening, and took lodgings in a public-hofise, 
the landlady of which behaved as well as though we 
bad btden her relations. Monday, we reached Gains- 
borough, and fr«»n thence to a small village only eight 
miles from Lincoln. Tins being the last night we 
were together, we talked over a great deal of our late 
adventures in Holland, Spain, and Portugal, to the 
great entertainment of the company, who staid until 
a latte hour. 

i3th. This morning we made the best of our way 
to Lincoln, and arrived there about eleven o'clock. 
We partook of refreshment at the Adam and Eve 
public-'bouse, where we parted : Kenneville went for- 
ward to his native village, and I that night lodged at 
l3 
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a public-house near Budney* On the 1 1th I ttitnad 
for Conlngsby, arrived at the house of my uiMbe, Mtt. 
Thomaa Cuthbert, who with hitf finuiy received me 
with gladness. I remained at Coniogshy about three 
weeks^ and then came forward io Lonth^ and found 
my grandmother and other relations much in the same 
way as I left them. AU seemed ple«ed to see me 
again/ and I was greatly deli^^ted to have the im* 
speakable happiness to reside amongst them. I was 
sorry to find that my old shop^mates weie in the 
same state as I left them> having little more Oiatt half 
employment | so that there was no hope whatever 
that I could meet with an engagement^ at least not 
until things took a turn. I lived with my fnodds 
until March^ and (ten went to Lincdn, and engaged 
nfyself as a book-hawker. I returned to Ijouth> and 
on the following Monday commenced my new tvade 
in the vicinity of Alford. My micoess waa so indifisFi- 
enty that I gave it up, and returned to Iioutb, being 
resolved to try some other way to obtain a livelihoocL 
I remained about three weeks, and then made up wcf 
mind once more to leave Louth, and to try my f oslnne 
elsewhere : for this'puipose I packed up my dothes, 
and sent them by the csarrier to Coningsby, intending 
in a day or two to f oUow them. I by no means liked 
the idea of leaving home again 5 but such was my 
situation, diat there was no alternative. On the 
evening of April the 26th I bid my friends farewell, 
intending to set off early the next morning : I went 
to bed, cast down on account of my ill ludc. About 
five o'clock in the mooming, hearing a loud rapping at 
the door, I got up to know what was wanted : I was 
informed that my Aunt Gceen viras dead, and that I 
was not to go to Coningsby. After break£sst I met 
Miv Adam Eve, who gave me employment at the car*- 
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p^ manofieictory. Afiter dinner I started for Conings- 
\ff, called at Homcastle, turned the direction of my 
bus, and sent it back to Louth. The face of things 
had now changed with me : having employment^ and 
a hltle property at my disposal^ I began to think of 
changing my way of life ) and on the 1 st gf June 1815 
I aniered on tbe marriage state. In consequence of 
oar tnida being Tcry uncertain, and sul^ect to contin- 
«al Qhang;e> I fixed for myself in a small way of busi- 
iicssi in which I have been the last six or seven years. 
Thiis^ far I have brought down the principal 
tfttOJMieUiiw of my life; and I now embrace the 
<^[4>artoiity of expressing my gratitude to Divine Pro- 
vidoBoe for tb$ abundant mercies bestowed upon me. 
ik«<^dier*8 lift^ iis a very chequered one ; and, as re* 
j&pects myself^ the more I reflect, the more clearly I 
perceive the goodness of the Almighty, and that I have 
baen an olyeet of his parental care and affection. 
While thous|tnds haver perished around me, my life has 
t»eea spaiedj when I ill deserved it, amidst diseases, 
da^igara^^ and death. May I ever be grateful for these 
Idessingaf ap4» having fongbt and bled in my coun* 
try*s canae, may I be found a true soldier of Christ, 
and be receive by him as such in the day of his second 
appeajii^l 
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CONCLUSION. 

After the French were driven beyond the Bidas*' 
soa^ on the day I was wounded^ Lord Wdlington 
made preparations for. invading France* On the 7th 
October 1813^ his Lordship forced the line of the Bi- 
dassoa^ and by that means established himself witldi^ 
the French territory. On the Slst, the fortress of 
Pampeluna was given up into his hands; and his 
lordship having now full freedom of action, pioceed- 
ed to put into execution a bold and decisive plan oC 
operations. 

After considerable delay, occasioned by heavy rains^^ 
Lord Wellington, on the 10th ^November, attacked 
the enemy's positions near St. Jean de Luz, and St. 
Jean de Pied de Port, which he carried after a 
warm contest, taking fifty-one pieces of . cannon^ .six 
tumbrils of ammunition, and fourteen hundred pri- 
soners. The enemy then took a position in front of 
Bayonne, which had been entrenched ivith great car^» 
This position was forced on the 8th Decemb^. On 
the 10th the enemy commenced the assailants, and 
made a desperate attack upon Sir Rowland Hill*s 
corps, at Arcangues : they were, however, defeated, 
and lost five hundred prisoners, besides two whole 
regiments (Germans) that deserted. Another at- 
tempt was made by the enemy on the 12th, on i\m 
first division commanded by Major-General Howard, 
but without effect. On the morning of the 13tb, 
Marshal Soult pushed a large body of troops through 
Bayonne, and again attacked General Hill, with tre- 
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mendoiB tof* The gaUaiit general entieipated erery 
metemeni^ and Arcrre tile enemy back witih gfeat loss. 
Tliey aftenrarch retreated tkrougft Bayoniie^ vnp the 
r^t hank of the Adour j and on the ISth the Bri^ 
tiah army was posted hi winter quarters between that 
river and the Nire. 

On the Srist Rhraaty 1814, Lord Welfington 
opened the new eamipaign. After various skirmishes 
and enconttlers, a livdl^eontested action was fonght on 
the ^h at Orthiies. The f^rench entertained great 
hopes as to ^le fesne of iMt battle, and they fought 
bravely, hot to no purpose. They were driven from 
all their pesitloBs, and fled to Tarbes in the greatest 
confusion. Lord Weflkigton, having ordered Sir 
John Hope to sit down before Bayonne, and sent 
Maralud JBereslbrd with ten thousand men to take 
possesion of the important city of Bourdeaux, fol- 
lowed the French army in close pursuit. Soult had 
retii^d into Thoulouse, and fortified it in the best 
manner possible. The allied army having arrived. 
Lord Wellington resolved to ms(ke an assault without 
delay. A kmg and severe contest ensued. The enemy 
were again worsted, losing sixteen hundred prison- 
ers ^ and Lord Wellington entered Thoulouse at the 
head of his victorious army. 

The battle of Thoulouse was the last that was 
^ fought in the cause of the Peninsula. Buonaparte, as 
I mentioned in the introductory chapter, " left Madrid 
on the 22hd of January 1809, to attend to hi^ aflairs 
in Germany.** Having brought these to a successful 
issue, he would have had an opportunity of bringing 
the whole of his overwhelming forces against the 
allies in the Feninsula, but, fortunately, the afiairs 
of the north attracted his attention. A misunder- 
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%Uadmg bad taken fhot belweeo binuand the em- 
peior of Russia. An <^pen . luptnre evcBtmdly tocki 
fhux, and Buonaparte set oat in May 1812^ with an 
anny amonnfting to npiraids of half a miltioD of men, 
to sobdne his opponents. This was a £ital campaign 
to him — ^nearly the whole of his muneroos and finely 
appointed anny was destroyed by the rigours of the 
climate^ or taken priscmers by the Rnssians, and him- 
self obliged to return to Paris a nusoable fugitive. 
Hither he was pursued by his advmsaries^ assisted by 
his auxiliaries, who had turned ihdr anns against him. 
The cmnbined annies entered Paris on the 31st of 
March, 1814. Buonaparte was dethroned and sent 
to Elba. A general peace followed, and the different 
annies returned home. 

It was about this time that the battle of Thoulouse 
was fought. The news of the general peace arrived at 
the head quarters of Marshal Soult on the 14th of 
April, and he transmitted the same to Lord Welling- 
ton. Hostilities now ceased, and his lordship went 
to Paris. He afterwards came to England. His 
principal generals were rewarded with peerages^ and 
he himself honoured with a dukedom. 

Europe seemed now to enjoy the prospect of a last-r 
ing peace^ wben^ in the early part of the ensuing year^ 
while the allied sovereigns were assembled in ccmgress 
at Vienna^ Buonaparte suddenly escaped from the 
island of Elba^ landed in France^ hastened to Paris, and * 
resumed the imperial diadem^ without firing a shot. 
His indignant opponents again came forward, fully 
determined to punish him whom they justly conceiv- 
ed to be the scourge and common disturber of Europe. 
The memorable and sanguinary battle of Waterloo, 
fought on the 18th of June 1815, in which he and the 
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Buke of WeUingtoD met for the first time^ gave a 
finishing stroke to his ambitious career. He surrend* 
ered himself into the hands of the English on the 13th 
of July, and was afterwards banished to the island 
df St. Helena^ where he in a few years died a wretch- 
ed outcast, neglected and forgotten. 
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